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* How preferable are the natural DiRates of the 
Heart, to the moſt elaborate Inditiogs of £ the 
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Ln ix. Par. 2. of this Collection 


| 


— 


IN TWO VOLUMES. 


p—_— — ———— — 


J 


LONDON: 


Printed for J. BELL, near ExzTzx-Excxancs, in the 
| e and C. ETHERINOTON, at YoRax, 


E R R 4 1 A. 
Page 66, put « Note of Reference, at the End of the firſt Fara» 


gra 

P. 71, at the end ofthe Gr Paragraph a? 

P. 72, line laſt but four, dele in 

-\ n ; end, 
b. r read for. 41 

P. 98, 1. 7, for 15 , read ebree, © 

P. 131,1. 10, for bis, 2 N 


P. EY 


* 
£27 
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eee Yes, „ 
W you, myſelf, * World, 
Joy, on che late happy Evegt. * Your - 
Preferment muſt ſoon follow, from the 
Nature of your Connections ; which, in 
deed, is all the Hope you have to build 


* See Letter v. f | 
Vox. II. B upon : 
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upon: For it would be an Affront to 
your Merits, to ſay they are ſuch as 
would help you to riſe, under the Pa- 
tronage of modern Times. 


I could wiſh alſo, for the three Sakes, 
above-mentioned, that this Matter had 
come to paſs, many Years ago; both on 
account of the Advantages to yourſelf, as 
well as the Benefit of your Precept and Ex- 
ample to others. Not that theſe were ever 
wanting to orld; but that they have 
generally a better Effect, in your pre- 
ſent Character; becauſe it proves the 
Opinion of Religion, in thoſe who are 
ſuppoſed to be beſt 3 with it, to 
be ſincere. 


Religion, 
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Religion, in its Purity, is too abſtracted 
a Science, for the Bulk of Mankind. 
They muſt have ſome Idol, ſome outward 


and viſible Sign, to fix their Attention upon. 


Congregations are apt to believe, in their 
Paſtors, and often become Infidels or De- 
votees, according as they obſerve the Re- 
ſpect or Diſregard ſhewn by the Lives 
and Manners of their ſpiritual Guides, 


to their Doctrines. 


But better late, than never, let us ſay, 
with regard to your own immediate Con- 
cern in this Matter ; which homely” Pro- 
verb I might more claſſically have expreſſ- 
ed, in the Words of Virgil, by only 
changing the firſt Word. 25 


32 | For- 
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Fortuna - dur ſera, tamen reſpexit inertem; 
Candidior poſtquam tondenti Barba cadebat 
Reſpexit tamen; & . wh ni 454 venit. 


Sz 


* Lam, my dear reverend—I wiſh Tebuld 


tp "right reverendF riend, your 7 50h 
in the E Spirit, and the Fic. 3 


Adieu. 


ee 


O can't imagine the Peculiatir of 
: my Senſations, ever lince. I had the 
Pleaſure of your laſt Letter. The ex- 
changing your /ay-habit, for a clerical 
one, is ſuch a Type of the throwing off 


the corporeal, and aſſuming an ætherial 
Body, 


+ 7 n i EE. — * . 
"_ 
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Body, that you in a Manner fem * 
gone to Heaven before nme. 


Don't laugh at me, but I confeſs that 
this Idea has given me one half of the 


Sentiments, at leaſt, which I ſhould 


really experience upon that Occaſion—I 
do not feel the Grief, indeed, but am 
actually ſenſible of an Increaſe of Ten- 
derneſs and Reſpe pect towards: you, atready ; ; 
and I am very certain that I ſhould obey 
the lighteſt Commands of yours, at pre- 
ſent, with the ſame ſcrupulous Devotion, 


that 1 ſhould af as Executor t to your 


Will. d. A Ea. 304 V mii u TiC * 

There is ſomething moſt melancholy 
pleaſant, in this Sort af Superſtition; 
and I ſhall cultivate it. I love all 


171271 { B 3 Thoughts 


8 | . * — 
. * 
tiered — — — f — gi 
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Thoughts which ſerve to lift me above 
myſelf, and ſet me, like un Mercure 
volant, a Tip-toe on the Outſide of the 
Globe, with one Foot already —_—_— 
in the Air. at £7 

Adieu, et ora pro nobis. 


” 
z - | 4 ” 


L E T ER IXI V. 


155 HAVE. 3 * Letter, 9 75 as 

1 look upon you now, as my Con- 
lor and C aſuiſt both, let me here give 
you an Account of the Faith that is in 
me, with the natural Progreſs of it, (as in 
this great Article I was left to myſelf) 
from firſt to laſt ; which may ſerve by 
way of Anſwer to your Inquiry. 


I heard 
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I heard ſomething about a God, when 
I was a Child; but received no Defini- 


tion, or Deſcription of him. I concluded 


we did not make ourſelves, for I happen- 
ed to be by, when my Siſter was born, 
I therefore imputed the Power of Crea- 
tion to ſome Being above us; but re- 
mained till at a Loſs where to refer the 
Work. 


At firſt I ſuſpected Kings, for this 
Manceuvrez as they were the greateſt 
Beings I could form any diſtin Notion 


about. I had never known any of their 
Divinity-ſhips, myſelf, but had ſeen their 


Titles in Eaſtern Tales; I had heard it 


ſaid that they had long Hands, that their 
bitle Finger was weightier than the whole 


n 4 -:: Body 
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Body of the Law, that the King's Name 
was a Tower of Strength, that they were 


faluted by Heads in the Duſt, crying out, 


O King, live for ever; and other ſuch 
like Apolbeoſes as theſe, 


-1 therefore moſt naturally concluded 
them to be certain ſuperior Imelligences; 
Thrones, Dominions, Principalities and 
Powers; almighty, immortal ; infallible in 
their Judgments, and ſo refined in their 
Appetites, chat they fed, like Mider, 
upon. nought but pure Dunn, 


But wben 1 happened to have heard 


died of a Surfeit, of mortal Food; that 
another was beheaded, or lain! in Battle ; 
and others, unlike 10 Cod, endeavouring 


ro 


that one of them had been poiſoned, or : 


to enſlave and oppreſs their People, my 


Men. 
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Superſtition began to fall to the Ground, 
with regard to theſe Sort of Mock deities. 


I could not continue to think them the 


real Fathers of Mankind, though in poli- 
tical Metaphor they are uſually ſtiled ſo; 


and I became ſoon informed, that though 
Kings can create Lords, they cannot make 


Upon this Diſappointment, I began to 
direct my Deyarion toward the Fathers of 
the Church, miſled again by the Equivo- 
cation of a. Word; but when 1 found 
theſe great Pix ines ſubject to che ſame 
Oae St. Auſtin going to Bed to a Mil 
treſs of Snow,: ta mock Concupiſcence— 
Another St. Origen taking a more ef- 


fectual Method, by Amputation of the 


B 5 Luſus 
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Luſus Naturæ Another, and another, &c. 

Ke. Phi ere ons e apts, 
fer the Hand that made me. 


993 £17 | ' zen: 357: | 115065 1 


From thence, by the meer Force of 
natural Reflection, I roſe through the Re- 
gions of Metaphyſics, up to the ſublimeſt 
Heights of the primary Philoſophy ; con- 
ceived, acknowledged, and adored' the 
Monad. I fell a trembling firſt, and then 
aſſumed a Courage, that has ever fince 
remained with me; and ever will, 1 truſt; 
Upon conſidering Religion, as far as 
*tis involved in Syſtem, I thought then, 
and ftill do, that the Chriſtian Scheme is 
the completeſt Code that had ever been 


yt. conceived, bork " Life and Death. 
2 Its 


? 
"7 
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Its Ethicks are certainly the pureſt and 
ſafeſt Rule of Practice, while we remain 
in the- World, and I know of no Com- 
fort, on a Sick-bed, without the Hopes 
and Promiſes of the Goſpel, 


Which that we may all—I leave you to 
conclude the Prayer. 


Adieu. 
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EASE; 


"TEETER LX. 


"= 11 201: 


HAVE been A/ ill, finee 1 


wrote to you laſt; but after Confeſ- 


fion;,* you know, one's Mind grows ea- 


fier about ſuch Matters. My Leaſe is 


wearing apace; and I think it cannot 


be long, before I may expect to be ejected 
out of this ſame Copy- bold, of mine. 

Thank God, I have a better Inheritance, 
to truſt to 


My Stomach has been in a fad Way, 
for ſome Time. Every Thing diſagrees 


See the foregoing Letter. 


+4 Stiled in the Law a baſe Tenure ; as holding 
"only at the Will bf the Lord. © © : 
with 


ett. „ 
0 


. 
dd. ws Ye... Ar een Ao = 4 . 
* 
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with it, and all equally. So that I am 
often obliged to ſit like a famiſhed Go- 
vernor, in a beſieged Citadel—afraid to 
open the Gates for Proviſions, leſt the 
Enemy ſhould enter along with them. 
"Nay, 'tis with Fear and Trembling, 


almoſt, that I even venture to pray for 
my * Wen of late. G 007 


— 


1 * youll be ſo kind to call on Gra- 
ow; and defire him to ſend me down 
a Portion of the Medicines he made up 
for me, from the Preſcription of Doctor 


Meade, Then I was at your Houſe laſt. 
They were but Anodynes, *tis true; 


but when we cannot enjoy natural Reſt, 
we muſt borrow the Aid of Opiates. 


Pray 
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Pray fend me down the new Work, 
advertiſed at Mz{ar's. I like the Title, 


and he generally buys good Copies, His 
Name therefore gives Credit to an Author. 


The incloſed Bill will anſwer theſe Ar- 
ticles, and pay off my Wine-merchant, 
too, who wrote to me, laſt Poſt; ſo pray 
let me have his Receipt in full. | 

I can never make A pologies enough, 
and I hate to do things by halves. 


” by o . 
o 
- * — 
o 
„ 


LETTER 
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LETTER LXVI. 


AM happy in having intercepted. an 


Article of Intelligence for you, juſt 


as it Was travelling up to London. You 


ſhould not ſue me upon the Act againſt 


regrating, or foreſtalling, ſince 1 give it 


to you as cbeap as I bad it myſelf.. 


{ 


The younger Aſton was married, yeſter- 


day, to a Miſs M—, of Huntingdonſvire ; 


a Lady of very ample Fortune. An 
Amour and a Duel, you know, were 


enough to win any Woman's Heart, in 


the World ts + Courthip was private, 


See Letter ui. 


all 


* 
„ ns —  ——— 
th 
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all along, but the Marriage was ſolem- 
nized in Public. Mr. Talbot was at the 
Wedding, and told me of it, this Morn- 


ing * * „ 1 * I | 4 — 8.4 L 
. 


I aſked him what | Sort of a Woman 


ſhe is. Handſome, he replied. That 
makes but little Difference, faid L, after 
the Honey-moon is over—But as to her 


Undlerſtanding, | Manners, and Charac- 


ter? To which he anſwered, after his 
peculiar Way, that he knew very little 


err 67 2411 


of her himſelf, bur heard her ſ ay Antect- 


dent, to Doftor Johnſon, once, that he 


happened to to be i in n Company with them, 


143.4 


| " This conciſe Method of Fdraing a Cha- 
rater,” lets one into an Acquaincance 
| With 


— 


— —— r r 
N 
* 


ö 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 17 
with it, better than all the deſcriptive 
Painting of Clarendon, 


"— Dr a . A 2 as 


J 


What Sort of Man is your Friend 
Charles Ford? ſaid ſomebody to Dean 
Swift, once. I'll tell you, he replied. 
We two were walking together, Iately, in 
$t. Famess-Park 3 and I was felicitating 
the Inhabitants of London and Weſtminſter, | 
in having the Benefit of ſo much green | 
Graſs, and Gravel, fo. near the Town, .Þ 
to breathe, and ftretch their Limbs in— 
There's neither geen Gaſs, nor Gove here, | 

; ſaid he, _ 5 | 


| | This ſhort Trait was RODE to ſtamp 
the Character. of a liſping perverſe Kind 
of Man, who was. capable of giving the 

Lye to his own Senſes, and contradictmg 
the genera] Opinions of Mankind, meerly 

iQ 
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to gratify a peeviſh or ſplenetic Diſpoſt- 
tion of Mind. 


We have both of us met with Perſons 

of this Deſcription, in Life; and I am 
now thinking of two, in particular, who 
will occur to your own Recollection, pro- 
bably, while you are reading this Para- 
graph. | 


I heard once of a litigious Man, one 
Dominic O' Flaherty, of Ireland, who giv- 
ing a retaining Fee to a Lawyer, and 
being aſked, in what Cauſe ? deſired him 
to enter it Verſus Mankind. Perhaps ma- 
ny an Hypotheſis in Science and Philoſo- 
phy, may owe its riſe to ſuch a Temper 
of Mind, as Mr. Ford's above mentioned, 

an 
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an Affectation of differing from the Reſt 
of the World. 


Men who are not bleſt with Faculties 
ſufficient to diſtinguiſh themſelves, in the 
Courſe of eſtabliſhed Syſtems, would at- 
tempt it by ſtarting new ones of their 
own. Infidelity derives its Origin from 
hence, moſt certainly; and ſurely Dominic 
O' Flaberty's Motto, above-mentioned, 
could never be better applied, than to 
the Atheiſt. 


- 
-» 


Adieu. 


LETTER 
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LETTER N. 


1 HAVE: a Commilion, for you to exe- 
. cute for me, which my Mind has been 
much ſet upon, for chis ſometime paſt, 
I would exchange my Harpfichord, which 
you know. to be a remarkable good one, 
for as good an Organ, and will readily 
pay whatever Difference you {hall be able 
to agree upon, Get Signor * to 
aſſiſt you. 


My Paſſion for Muſic, encreaſes, with 
my Years, and I continue ſtill to prac- 
tiſe, ſome Hours, every Day. *Tis one 


of the moſt jucunda oblivia Vite, that can 
| be 
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be imagined. I would but little value 
Ears, for hearing, if I had not one for 
Harmony alſo. Writing can give us the 
Senſe of Words, but Pi gere Senunm haud 
facile eſt, it cannot convey the Sound of 
Notes, 


6c When living Men ſhall die, and dead Men 
live, 


And Order is again to Chaos hurl'd, 
Then heavenly Melody ſhall ſtill ſurvive. 
And triumph o'er the Ruins of the World.” 


Some ingenious Writer ſays, '* that of 
all the Indulgences of Senſe, Muſic is the 
leaſt ſenſual ;” and as a Taſte for it be- 
tokens a refined, a delicate, and perhaps 
a good Mind, I honour the King of 
Pruſſia, on Account of his Paſſion for 
this Science, more chan for all his Vic- 


tories. 
-” + of | But 
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But I am grown a good deal out of 
Conceit, lately, with my Inſtrument, I 
have unhappily contracted a graver, per- 
haps a more gloomy, Complexion of 
Mind, than formerly, and I confeſs that 
the jingling Sound of this Sort of tinkling 
Cymbal, is apt to tire me ſoon. Its Tones 
are not ſolemn enough for me, now. The 
greateſt Beauty of Muſic, the Swelling 
a Note, *tis incapable of. I fear I ſhall 
ſoon loſe all Reliſh for every Inſtrument, 


which cannot expreſs a Sigh | 

There is a charming Simile, in Fingal, 
which this Subject brings to my Mind; 
where a Lover compares the Voice of 
his Miſtreſs, to the Sound of the Harp, on 
the Gale. of the Spring. 
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As for the Platonic Notion of the Mufic - 

of the Spheres, *tis truly Platonic, indeed ; 

as it happens to be too piano ever to af- 
felt the Senſe, 


r 
© Which wondering Man admires, beer 
hears.“ | | ; F "A 


I take that Error tawhave ariſen from a | 
Miſinterpretation of one Word, in the 
Greek Philoſopher. An Expreſſion was 
conſtrued literally, chat was meant only 
metaphorically. Harmony is often uſed 
for Order; but, in this Place, has been 
miſtaken for Melody. When Plato ſpeaks 
then, of the Harmony of the Spheres , we 
are certainly to underſtand the Order, 
Courſe, and CEconomy, of the Solar- 
Syſtem, only. I ſhall never ſuffer thoſe 


great 
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great Sages to ſpeak . whenever 
1 can MP it. 


- - 
X | . _ 
— : 4 . 
N * S & % wo * . .  # we - 4 N * 
— - = 


>BETT ER LXVIII. 
% 
Believe that Pcrlon, who loved 


Mankind ſo much as I do, had ever 
ſo much Satisfaction in an Hermitage, 


as I feel myſelf ſenſible of, every Day, 
more and more. 1 uſed formerly to de- 


dicate ſix or ſeven of the twenty-four 


I 


Hours, to Study and Retirement; but 
1 live now, from Morning to N Wes in 
wy Library 
„Which ſerved him for Kitchen, for Per- 
lour, and Hall,” „ 


Not 
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Not that 1 read ſo much, as formerly, 
but I think more—I walk a good deal 
about the Room, muſing ; by which I 1 
exerciſe both Body and Mind, at the 
ſame Time. 


You know I haye been, all my Life, 
a great Reaſoner, upon the Nature of the 
Soul ; laying hold of every Argument, 
or Reflection, that might ſerve to ſtrength- 
en and confirm the Belief of a Spirit di- 
ſtinct from, and independent of, the Body.“ 
This Turn of Mind increaſes with my 
Years; which *tis natural it ſhould ; as 
my Intereſt in the Truth of the Propoſi- 
tion, becomes greater, every Day. 


* 


. * See Letter ix. towards the End, and latter 
Part of Letter xxiv, 


} 1 ir e 5 . 
Vol. II. C Tis 


* 
aL, 
> 
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Tis a tranſporting Thought, and ne- 
ver occurs to me, without bringing its 
own Conviction along with i it, from the 
inward Joy I am' ſenſible of, on the very 
Idea. Sentiment and Senſation ruſh into 
each others Arms, and 1 feel as if my 
Heart .and Soul were embracing one ano- 


ther. 


I was revolving this favourite Dogma, 
both of Philoſophy and Faith, in my 
Mind, this Morning; and having here- 
tofore conſidered the Subject, by the old 
Light of the former, I choſe now to view 
it, by the new Light of the latter. 


I ſhall begin with the very firſt Chap- 
ter of the Bible, where God faid, Let 


us make Man in our Image, after our 
Like- 
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Likeneſs,” which Expreſſion could ne- 


ver be meant to refer to the material 

Subſtance, or perſonal Form of the Body 
| —not to the outward and viſible Sign, 
certainly, but to the inward and ſpiritual 


Grace, of Man. To a certain pure Eſ- 


ſence of the Mind, by the ſpecial F avour 
of Omnipotence rendered capable of Rea- 
ſon, Self-conſciouſneſs, of Free-will, and 
perpetual Exiſtence. 


I ſhall then repeat the Sentiment of 
Solomon, on this great Article, who ſays, 
„That as the Body turns to Earth, of 
„ which it was compoſed, ſo the Spirit 
<« returns to God, from whom it had pro- 
_ ceeded.“ 


3 1 might 
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+ I might alſo quote the Words of Da- 
niel, who, in the two-fold Character, both 
of a Philoſopher and a Prophet, ſays, 
That thoſe who ſleep in the Duſt 
„of the Grave, ſhall awake—fome to 
< eternal Life, and others to eternal Con- 
oo fulon.” 


T mall then conclude this Species of 
Argument, with the irrefragable Teſti- 
mony of Our Saviour and his Apoſtles, 
to this Point; the Paſſages of which I 
need not take the Trouble of quoting to 


you. 


Rouſſeau ſpeaks very well, as a Meta- 
phyſician, on this Subject, if you re- 
member, in the third Volume of his 
Emilius. Adieu. 
LETTER 


/ 
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LETTER LXIX. 


IT was not Neglect, but Neceſſity, 


which prevented me from anſwering 
your two laſt Letters. My Cholic has 
been ſo belabouring me, this Week paſt, 
that I ſuffered Proſpers's Curſe on Caliban. 


« To Night thou ſhalt have Cramps, 
« Side-ſtitches that ſhall pen thy Breath up.” 


And 1 felt like one who had out lived 
the Coup de Grace, as ſoon as it left me. 


While I remained under the Agony, 


| 1 could not lean forward to a Table, nor 


* 
, 


C 3 uſe 


* » * 
aan. = — 5 
- — pw n 6 
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| 
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uſe a Pen, but as one holds a Sword, at 
Arms length; and I could not think of 


aecoſting you, in ſuch an hoſtile Poſture, 


The Loſs of a Heart is a metaphorical 
Expreſſion, but I actually feel as if I had 
ſuffered the literal Fact; as if that great 
Prop of the Body had been taken out, 
and that my Cheſt had tumbled in; like 
the Roof of the Philiſtine Temple, _ 
Sampſon had pulled away the Pillars; 
like a Body, from whence the e 
Air had been exhauſted, and felt the whole 
Weight of the Atmoſphere preſſing it to 
Doch. ; 


5 And i is it not ſo? My Spirit is to} 
"Tbegin to hang very heavy on my Hands, 
1 late; and feel myſelf, now, as I have 


_- 


often 
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often done others, before, an Oppreſſion 


on my Mind, which I would do almoſt 
any Thing to get fairly rid of. 


You may poſlibly think the ſame Way 


of me, yourſelf, in my preſent irkſome 
Diſpoſition, therefore I ſhall relieve you, 
out of Charity, by ſaying, 


. - 
A F J > 
d F - 4 
AY 8 * * ' } 
© — 4 0 = - 
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LETTER LXX. 
Pacecived your too fond Letter. 'Tſhall 
purſde your Advice—Tt has been my 
own Practice, for forme Yeats paſt. 1 
uſed formerly to make reading my Food; 
I take it now, by Way of Medicine. 


The Pills to purge Melancholy J have 


applied, theſe two Days, are the fix Vo- 
lumes of Triſtram Shandy ; the four laſt 


of which I had not read, before—I don't 
know how it happened, but I ſuppoſe I 


had heard no Character of them, to en- 
courage me, 


I confeſs 


- * 89 
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I confeſs that I had been entertained 
with the two firſt Volumes, of this ſame 


Tale of a Tub. The Whim and Odd- 


neſs of the Stile and Manner, were new ;, 
and that's enough : but the latter Pub- 
lications have diſappointed me; for they 
ſeem rather too much. to anſwer the Title 


of an old Comedy, of Humour out of 


Breath. 75 


* 


This Work, or Play, rather, puts me 
in Mind of the Character which the in- 
genious Mr. Moyle, in his Tracts, gives 
of Swifts Tale of 4 Tub, in theſe Words; 
There is a good deal of wild Fancy in 


it, which captivates, by its Extrava- 


« gance and Uncommonnefs ; but I think 
it, upon the whole, to be the pro- 
« faneſt Piece of Ribaldry, that has ap- 

C5 « pearcd; 
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« peared in the World, ſince the Days 
<« of Rabelais, that great Original of Ban- 
« ter; and Rite.” 


c WAIT. 


I am not in as a Prude; for I 
can pardon any Thing, though ever ſo 
free, that has Wit in it. F or Wit is not 
Reflection tis a Sort of gifted Faculty, 
which, like n forces its Way, 
without our own Conſcioufneſs; and the 
Tongue or Pen are but the Organ or 
Inſtrument, of the Oracle. 


But there is not, in my Opinion, a ſuf- 
ficient Seaſoning of the Spice, to diſguiſe 
the Putrefaction. There may, there cer- 
tainly are, Taſtes, that might reliſh ſuch 
Haut-gouts , but as Horace ſays, 


Offen- 


—— 


7 
'F 
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Offenduntur enim, quibus eft Equus, et Pater, 
et Res. 


However, to do the Author Juſtice, 


while he is alive, and! would ſpeak ſtill 


more tenderly of him, were he dead, 
there are certain Strokes of Humanity, in 
theſe Writings, which do him Honour; 


and what ſome Poet ſays of Beaumont, 


may be aptly enough applied to him, 


At once thou mak'ſt us bluſh, rejoice, and 


And I hope, and believe too, that what 
was ſaid of Sir John Suckling, may alſo 
be fairly quoted here, « that his Thoughts 


were not ſo looſe as s his Expreſſions.” 


Farewel. 


C6 LETTER 
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WT E TR LAXL, 


1 Have been to pay a Viſit to Mr. Aton, 

on his Marriage I ſtayed there, two 
Days, which was ſpent whit is generally 
called Jovially; but in my Opinion it 
might rather be ſtiled Junoneſhy For the 
Lady ſeems to aſſume too much of that 
Goddefs; in her Manners and Deport- 
ment. She deals moſtly in Sentences, 
and always ſpeaks in Print. 


She appears to think that ſhe has A 
ſuperior Underſtanding to her Huſband; 
which I have this very ſufficient Reaſon 


_ See Letter 51 


to 
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to deny er hat pe affet?s to fhew it— 
If this was the Caſe, above, I heartily for- 
give the poor hen-pecked Jupiter his 


Ret:zarions with Europa, Semele, I6;, and 
ſich other F Wenches. 


A ridiculous Circumſtance happened to 
me, on my Return. The Day was wet, 
which obliged me to ſtop, on the Road; 
ſo that I did not reach Home, till it had 
paſſed Dinner- time. My Family, not 
expecting, had not prepared any Thing 
for my Reception. As I was very hungry, 
J was obliged to take -up with whatever 
was ready in. the Larder, which happened 
to be only a ſmall ſouſed Trout. My 
Appetite perverſely increaſed, at the Sight 
of it, as a ſmall Fire is apt to make one 
colder. | 

The 
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The Reaſon for my mentioning ſo tri- 
fling a Circumſtance to, you, is, becauſe 
it put me in Mind of a Particular that was 
told me once, of our old Friend Robin 
Walter; which perhaps you might not 
have heard, before. Lou know that 
poor Robin's Ways and Means were very 
ſcant; and whenever his Commons fell 
mort, he uſed to dine with his Specta- 
cles on, in order to make the Morſel ap- 
pear the larger. 


The Perſon, from whom I had this 
curious Anecdote, - ſaid that he was ſo 
{truck with the Singularity of the Idea, 
that he improved upon it, by making him 
a Preſent of a magnifying Glaſs, for the 
Purpoſe. 


®* Sec Letter lii. C 
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Purpoſe. But I ſhould have thought 
that a multiplying one would have anſwered 
better, as it might have ſupplied him with 
a compleat Cover, at once; and as the 
Sight of a great deal of Meat is apt to 
ſurfeit the Appetite, this might have had 
its Effect; in this Way, atleaſt. 


This was certainly the moſt whimſical 


Method of making the moſt of à little, 


or filling one's Belly with Moon: ſbine, that 
could haye been well imagined ; but as 
I had none of ſuch mechanical Helps 
for qualifying Hunger, at hand, I was 
reduced to the vulgar houſewifely Man- 
ner of robbing the Hen-rooft, for a Cou- 
ple of Eggs; and ſo finiſhed my Meal 


with Satisfaction. 
Farewel. 
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LETTER LXXIL 


S there has ever ſubſiſted a ſtrong 
Sympathy between us, in all our 
Affections, Purſuits, and Studies, I fre- 
quently, of late, look into Books which 
I had long ſince laid. aſide, merely becauſe 
they have Relation to that Kind of Read- 
ing, which, indeed, has always been your 
own Election, but, in your preſent Vo- 
cation, is now become, I ſuppoſe, PO 
ſole Province. 


Mollaſtons Religion of Nature is the 
Work I have now before me. Tis an 
admirable Treatiſe ; and has. infinite 

Merit, 
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Merit, both in the Matter, and the Ar- 
gument of it. This Author ſhould firſt 

be carefully peruſed throughout, in Order 
to comprehend the whole Scope of his 
Deſign ; and the re- reading of him ought 
to ' commence, at the fifth Scftion. 1 It 
would be well worth the while of every 
Man to . get the Prayer there, by Heart, 
unt often repeat it to himfelf, with Grate 
tude, Fervehoy and Devbtion; 


There is one Paſſage in him, however, 
and but that one, only, where he ſeems 
to betray a ſmall Inadvertence, in rea- 
ſoning. He firſt denies the Eternal, or 
Self-exiſtence of Matter; and then pro- 
ceeds to prove, that Motion, Attraction, 
&c. are not its eſſential Qualities, but only 
ſome of its Afedtions. But is not this 


ern more 
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more than was neceſſary to his Propoſi- 
tion ? For, if Matter be a Work of Crea- 
tion, muſt not all its Properties have been 
ſo too? 


I don't know, perhaps, but that this 
Slip may be an Advantage to the Work ; 
for 'tis plain that the Author was not an 
artful Reaſoner, by his ſuffering ſo weak 
an Argument to have eſcaped him. 


Adieu. 


P 


LETTER 
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LETTER. LXXIL 
Dear Hoſt, ed #93. 51:20 | 
1 Shall have the Pleaſure of breathing 

the thick Air of London, but the clear 
one of Friendſhip, with you, ſome time 
the next Week; as I am obliged to incur 
the Expence of filing a Bill of Revivor, 
this Term, on the Death of one of the 
numerous Parties to my immortal Suit. 


I look upon a Cauſe in Chancery to 
be a Leaſe of Lives, renewable for ever; 
as I am forced to pay a Fine, in this 


Manner, upon every Demiſe. But ſure 


* 


it 
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it is a hard Thing to forfeit Heriots,® 
continually, without ever being in poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Farm. 


I don't know how far Morals may have 
been benefited, by our Refinemients on the 
Manners of our Gothic Anceſtors z but I 
reully think that aboliſhing the combat 
ordeal, in Suits of Law, has been a con- 
fiderable Injury to us. It has only given 
Knaves and Cowards the Advantage over 
'honeft Men and Brave; and hut enabled 
the Rich and Powerful to oppreſs the 
Poor and Weak. 


Time, ſpeaking as Chorus, in the Win- 
ter's Tale, ſays, 


Fees paid to a Landlord, on the Death of 2 
Tenant. 


Tits 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 45 
"Tis in my Power to o'er-throw Law. 


This might have been true, perhaps, of 
antient Time; but I am ſure the modern 
ene has not ſuch a Feat to boaſt of. 


But to turn away my Thoughts from 
ſo irkſome a Subject, let me rejoice in 
the Pleaſure of ſeeing you the oftener, 
from this Neceſſity, than I might other- 
wiſe do. Pray deſire my Attorney to 
prepare the Bill, immediately ; for *tis a 
Matter of meer Form and Courſe, and 
requires no Inſtructions. 


My affectionate Compliments to our 
moſt hoſpitable Landlady, and tell her 
I ſhall fend her up a Heriot, before I go 
myſelf—Epicuri de Grege Porcum, it ſhall 

be; 
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be; ſo let her adjuſt the Economy of 
her Houſehold, accordingly. 
Adieu. 


L'E:D1& K LAAJV. 


TJ FELT an additional Regret on leaving 
you, at this Time; on account of 
Love, as well as Friendſhip. I could 
with you indulge my Heart in ſpeaking 
more freely, on that dear Subject, than 
I dare venture to do by Letter. Accidents 
might poſſibly happen in the contingen- 
cies of Poſts, that would render my Life 
miſerable, through the only Medium of 
Misfortune that I can ever now be fen- 
ſible of. 


I ſhall 


he, 
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I ſhall, therefore, ſtrike this Topic out 
of all our future Correſpondence, as an 
additional Inſtance of that Prudence and 
Virtue with: which I have of late refrained 
from going near the Houſe—That Tem- 
ple of my Idol atry— 


«© Whoſe Image ſteals between my God and 


me 59 


O, may this Sacrifice, this Penance ſo ſe- 
vere, be accepted as Atonement for ſuch 
Impiety ! I owe it to her, I owe it to my- 
ſelf — that 1s to my Heart, and to my Soul. 


Do not make any Reply to this Letter, 
as I now take Leave of the Subject, for 
Life; for if Mufic be the Food of Love, 
what a Feaſt muſt there be in the harmo- 
nious Sound of her very Name ! 


Uſe 
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Uſe has powerful Operations upon us; 
I have not been able to recover my natural 
Reft, ſince I left Town. The Noiſes, of 
London are till vibrating in my Ears, 
and I want the Earthquake of Waggons 
and Stage-coaches, to rock me to fleep 
again, 


But I will not apply Wine, as a com- 
poſing Draught—Thoſe who are chear- 
ful, need it not; and 'tis a dangerous 
Opiate, to thoſe who are ſad. They who 
drink, in order to drive Care away, do 
their Buſineſs but by Halves, and only 
add Deliberation to Suicide. 


Write to me often, that I may rejoice 
in being awake, while I read, and anfwer 
your Letters, at © oat. 


My 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 46 
My Compliments to Mrs. Parſon, and 


Adieu. 

P. S. I am juſt ſummoned to our 
Aſſizes. This Buſineſs is always un- 
pleaſant to me, but doubly irkſome at 
preſent, as coming ſo ſoon after my hav- 
ing been from Home, and the having 
been with you. : 8 


1 
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LETTER IXXV. 


AM juſt returned from our Aſſizes at 
Cbelm ford, where we had, thank God, 
no. mortal Doings, this Time; only a 

75 litigious Suits of Law, for leſs Sums 


than, I am very ſure, the Expences, what 
with Proceſs, Lawyers, Attornies, and 
Witneſſes brought from far, cum multis, 
muſt have amounted to. 


But there was one very ſhameful Trial, 
there. A rich Farmer had indited a 
young Fellow, for the ſtealing a Horſe, 
and the Fact was fully proved againſt him; 
when his Mother appeared in Court, and 

ſwore 


e 
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ſwore the Priſoner to be the natural Son 


of the Proſecutor ; who had never given 
him Trade, Education, or Subſiſtence. 


This Circumſtance ſaved his Life, as 
it induced the Jury to recommend him 
for Tranſportation. The Father was 
juſtly rated by the Judge, for his inhu- 
man Neglect of the Boy, and hooted out 
of Court, by the Populace. 


Men are often too apt to overlook an 
Obligation of this Kind; intirely. But, 
indeed; how little Attention is paid, in 
general, co Morals which have no legal 
Sanction to enforce them! Men appear 
to be aſhamed 6 this Sort of Connection, 
as if it was the Child's Fault, inſtead of 


their ow. KINA 17H ENTDT e 
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Let us ſuppoſe. a poor unfortunate 
natural-Child to ſtand; forth and ſpeak 
thus to his annatunal Parent. © Father, 
thou haſt ſinned againſt Heaven, and am 
z therefore, unworthy: to be called thy 
Son ?” Would not the Reproof be juſt ? 
Shall a Man. boaſt of the Crime, and yet 
be aſhamed of the Fruits of it? 


The good Dean was at Chelmsford, 
about ſome ſmall Buſineſs of Tythes, 
and heartily wiſhed.me Joy, on your Ac- 
count. Tell our Friend, ſad he, that I 


rejoice he is became one of us, at laſt, 


| The. Weather was remarkably” fine, 
during the Aſſizes ; which I was forry 


„ So. 


tend on Juries. Confirement on a fair, 


Day 


% 
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> 


| 
f 


ORIGINAL LETTERS, 53 


Day makes one apt te feel as if they 
were in a Gaol, 
Adieu, 


LETTER LXXVI 


HE Country is not quite fo barren 

of Intelligence, as I once imagined.“ 

If one has but their Eyes and Ears a little 

abroad, they may pick up an Anecdote, 
now and then, which might ſupply 2 

* for a Neo- Paper. | 


I am, however, extremely ſorry for the 
Article I am going to communicate to 


you, at preſent, I ſhall : not mention any 


| See Letter xxxii, 
03 Natnes; 
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Names; becaule, in che firſt Place, the 


Perſons are not of your Acquaintance; 


and, in the next, for a ſtill better Rea- 


fon; if they were, you would till feel 
an higher Concern in the Misfortune, 

An unhappy Affair has happened lately, 
in a very reſpectable Family of this Neigh- 


bourhood. A young Lady, of all ſeem- 


ing Modeſty and good Behaviour, has 
been detected in an illicit Amour, with 


a young Gentleman, her near Relation ; 


”- 
£ X 


her firſt Couſin, 1 hear; for I have no 
Intercourſe with the Family, 85 ſelf. 


As the Story has 3 bonne 


Publick, through the ſtill further Indiſ- 


cretion of one of the Parties, tis too late, 
now, I fear, to repair the Damage —If 


you 
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you cloſe up a Wound, before the Air 
has got to it, the Surgeons fay it will 


ſoon heal; but if ſuffered to tate Wind, 
tis apt to feſter. 


I have always thought that Couſin- 
Germans were dangerous Connections. 
They are apt to contract all the F ondneſs 
and Familiarity of Brothers and Siſters, 
but without the Reſtraint of Cuſtom or 


Opinion. 


Iam fo offended at this Story, that 
I cannot help ſaying, as ſomebody does 
in a Play—Covfins ! The Devil take ſuch 
Couſins, But I ſhall dwell no longer on 
the Subject, as I actually feel, while I 
am relating it, as if I was myfelf invent- 
ing the Scandal. e 
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LETTER LXXVII. 


My dear Friend, | 
WIA you tell me, about Mr. 
——, does not at all ſurprize me, 
in ſuch Times as the preſent; that a Man 
ſhould be able to cut a Figure, who is ca- 
pable of cutting Throats, or Purſes, 
Gamblers may be fitly compared to he 
Lilies of the Field, they toil not, neither 
do they ſpin; and yet often ſhine forth in 
Solomon's Array. 


a 


; I fear that we may likewiſe borrow a 
Sentence from the ſubſequent Verſe ; which 
to- day is, and to-morrow is caſt into the 
1 925 Fire. 
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Fire. Knaves may live, where honeſt 
| Men would ſtarve, There is a Theorem, 
in Geometry, that between a Circle and 


its Tangent, an Infinity of crooked Lines 
may paſs, but not one ſtraight one. 


When Perſons are ſeen to riſe into Af- 
fluence, without the Means of Trade, 
Profeſſion, Lottery, or Inheritance, it muſt 
be an extraordinary -CEconomy, indeed, 
which can keep itſelf clear of Imputation. | 
Aude aliquid is the Motto of this Age. 


When we ſee, which one has the Mor- 
tification too frequently to do, ſuch ſhame- 
leis Upſtarts emblazoning themſelves to 


the World, I cannot but conſider their 
rich Side-boards as gilded Brands, and 


their rolling Chariots as moving Pillories, 
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to render their Infamy but the more 
general and conſpicuous. 


When we fee Perfons of baſe Origin 
lording it over their Superiors, while Men 
of Family or Merit languiſh in Oblivion, 


or pine in ſecret Want, I fancy I am look 


ing into a Brook, where the Trees on the 
Margin ſeem to have their Roots in the 
Air, and their Heads upon the Ground. 
« I ſee the Maſter walk on Foot, and the 
Servants ride on Horſeback.”* 


If a Man happen to be poor, *tis a 
Diſadvantage to have been born or bred 
a Gentleman; becauſe *tis too likely that 
he may never be able to advance his For- 


>. 2 


„The Proverbs. 


tunes, 
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tunes. Mean Perſons have many Ways 
of railing themſelves to Opulence; be- 
cauſe they can fawn, will flatter, and ule 
all Methods, however baſe or ſervile, | 
for their own Purpoſes. Fruits muſt 


be planted, Muſhrooms ſpring of them- 
ſelves. | 


But the Night is growing late, and 


*tis Time now to have done with all Re- 


fletions, which do not relate immediately ' 
to one's ſelf. 


Adieu, donc. 


D 6 LETTER 
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LETTER LXXVII. 
MUST amuſe myſelf at Home, I 
have neither Inclination nor Neigh- 


bours to tempt me to ſtir abroad. I am 
become a perfect Robinſon Cruſoe, of late; 
with a deal of Reflection, but little Ac- 
tion. I would exchange my whole Houſe- 
hold, for his ſingle Man, Friday—I ſhould 
have more Comfort in my F amily. 'Tis 
a ſad Thing, they ſay, to be an Exile, 
from one's Country. I begin to think 
that *tis worſe to become one in 1t. 


My Entertainment, for theſe few Days 
paſt, has been the reading of a vaſt Collec- 
| tion 
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tion of Thoughts on various Subjects, which 
have been ſcraped together, like the Ga- 
thering-in of Nations, from all the Books. 
of the Kind, that had ever been publiſhed, 
J ſuppoſe, in every Language. 


I eould wiſh that the Compiler had 
been capable of digeſting his Materials 
ſomewhat better than he has done; for 
he ſeems to have been rather more in- 
duſtrious to fill his Pages, than to Store 
the Mind. 


Nen multis opus eft, Sed efficacibus. 


I have met with ſeveral good Things, 
among them, that I recollect to have ſeen 


before; but which I fancy he muſt have 
noted down from imperfect Memory; as 
they 
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they were ſo cruelly maſſacred, that I 
could not diſtinguiſh them by their Fea- 
tures, and knew them only by ſome 
F ragments of their Garments. 


I have ever had a cs Reliſh, for 
Writings of this Sort. Thoſe who have 
no other Faculty of the Intellect perfect, 
but Memory, ſhould certainly read Hiſ- 
tory; for they who are incapable of Re- 
flection, ought to fupply the Mind with 
Facts. But I have been always fonder of 
that Kind of Study, which may beſt ſup- 
ply the Contemplation with Hints or | 
Rules for the Conduct or Economy of 
common Life; which, let the Ambitious, 
or Vain-glonous ſay what they pleaſe, will 
certainly anſwer to the beſt Account, upon 
me whole. 


Dif- 
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"Diſcourſes are like planting a Tree; 
the thriving of which is weakly and pre- 
carious; but Adages reſemble the ſowing 
a Seed, which ſtrikes ſurer and deeper 
Root, We are more apt to remember 
a Sentence than a Sermon; and in Phyſic 
prefer Eſſences to Drugs. 


Old Folks are generally proverbial ; 
becauſe the Experience of Age has af- 
forded them Leiſure to verify the Sen- 
tences they had picked up in their Youth. 
And, in reality, this is the beſt Method 
of inſtructing young Perſons ; who are 
naturally too volatile to attend to a Chain 
of moral Reaſoning ; and ſhould there- 
fore have their Precepts given them, in 
ſuch ſtrong marked Characters, that zho/e 
who run, may read. 

Among 
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Among this Farrago, there are many 
Sayings of the antient Philoſophers, quoted 
with Applauſe, which are rather bons mots, 
than Reaſons. I ſhall not waſte either 
your Time, or my own Leiſure, with re- 
peating any of them here, except one ; 
in order to juſtify my Remark, and to 
make many others of the ſame Kind, 
recur to your own Memory, as I dare 


ſay they will. 


A Perſon, lamenting the Death of his 
Child, was reproved by his Friend, “Be- 
cauſe that his Grief was incapable of retriev- 
ing the Loſs.” © *Tis for that very Rea- 
ſon, replied the Sage, that I grieve.” But 
ſuppoſe, now, this Repartee to have been 
returned, by his Friend; for Pertneſs can- 


not be reſtrained, even in Friendſhip, © It 
ſhould 
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ſhould ſeem, then, that you would imme- 
diately ceaſe to grieve, if you thought it 
would.” For this may be fairly enough 
deduced from the Reply 


I have been moſt charmingly interrupt- 
ed, this Moment, .by a Letter from you. 
I moſt heartily congratulate you.“ Such 


News as this, ſupplies the Want of So- 
ciety, to yours, ever. 


Adieu. 
* He had juſt got a good Living. 


LETTER 
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LETTER LXXIX. 


Y Mind continued to run on the 
© Subject of my laſt Letter, for a 
conſiderable Time after I had ſent it to 
the Poſt; which occaſioned ſome Thoughts 
to occur to me, in the Proverbial Stile I 
faid I was fo fond of; and I ſhall mi- 
nute them down here, for your Amuſe- 
ment, upon the. allowed Privilege of 
thinking aloud. 5 


Secreti loquimur—1 am no Merchant- 
Venturer, in Wit, and never hazard, but 


+ So Addi/on ſtiles a Converſation between two 
Friends, : 
at « & 4 among 
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among Friends. And, in this particular 
Inſtance, perhaps, I may need the Indul- 
gence of one; for among the Multiplicity 


of the Things I have read and thought, 


for ſome Days paſt, how can I be ſure 
whether a Thought has come out of my 
own Head, or only ſlipt out of the 
Budget. 


Tnouchrs UPON V arIous eg aſs 

We pay a Purchaſe, for all the Goods 
in Life; either by the Labour to procure, 
the Anxiety to preſerve, or the Regret at 


loſing them. 


Old Folks would have young ones as 
wiſe as themſelves; without conſidering 
they would be Fools if they were ſo. 

AT) Men 


- 
pL ADD 
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Men are not conſcious. of their Vices, 
while they remain under the Delirium. A 
Perſon muſt become ſober, before he 
acknowledge himſelf to have been drunk, 


Foreboding Ill is Madneſs—Are there 
not Misfortunes enough to be had, ready 
made, but we muſt beſpeak them ? 


A little Thought ſaves a great deal. 
The ſame may be ſaid of Trouble. 


The Character of an Author has a 
Contradiction of Terms in it. For it 
gives Fame, without Credit. 


Some modern Writer ſtiles Neceſſity a 
tenth Muſe ; but he does her Injuſtice. 
She is rather the firſt, or indeed the Pa- 


rent, 
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rent, of them all, as being the Mother 
_ of Invention. 


Of all immodeſt Writers it may be 

juſtly ſaid, their Muſe was ſo poor, 
that ſhe had not wherewithal to cover 
ber Nakedneſs. 


When we reſent another Perſon's Pride, 
we juſtify it, by our own. Quzre ? 


| Your hohday Chriſtians too often im- 
pole . themſelves on the World, for Per- 
ſons of Sanctity. Tis not by the Sab- 
bath, but the /ix Days, that our Virtue 
and Religion are to be eſtimated. 


The Croſs was the Tree of Life. 


— — 


Tot 
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To do one an Injury, and never forgive 
them, is a moſt ſhocking Deſcription of 
a Character; and yet it might ſerve to 
abate the Diſguſt it creates, if we but at- 
tend alittle to the Cauſe of it. We ſpeak - 
evil of thoſe, to whom we have done it, not 
from any additional Malice, but by way 
only of palliating our own Injuſtice, and 
preventing by Detraction the World from 
taking Part with the injured Perſon. This 
is no more than acting in one's own De- 
fence; like a Bravo's repeating his Stroke, 
to put 1t out of his Antagoniſt's Power 
to revenge the Aſſault. So that tis the 
firſt Act only, that we ſhould reſent, all 
the reſt, ſuch is the Nature of Vice, fol- 
lows, of courſe. 


| * 
* 1 of EV 
7 , ; , — * * *. 4 3 6 * 
p — 


A Con- 


ORIGINAL. LETTERS. 571 


A Confidence in Mankind, Is but a 
Confidence in their Maker. We truſt a 
Watch with our Time, on the ſame Cre- 


dit; and why not a Friend with our 


Money. 


Tears were not given us, for ourſelves. 


Philoſophy forbids them, in our own 


Caſe; they are a Weakneſs, when ſelfiſh ; 


but become a Virtue, when ſhed for 


others, 


| Nothing 1s ſo contrary to Goodbreeding, 


as Punctilio. The trueſt Art of Polite- 
neſs, is to be perfectly at Eaſe, oneſelf, 


without diſguſting or incommoding 
others. 


Virtue is a Practice, not a Study. 


Admi. 


«E 


- 
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Admiration is ſaid to be the Daughter 
of I gnorance ; but this Sentiment regards 
only the Works of Art; for, with re- 
ſpect to thoſe of Nature, the Admiration, 
as well as the Adoration of the Philoſo- 
pher, or Man of Science, muſt infinitely 
exceed that of the Vulgar. 


The Indians muſt be but bad Surgeons 
for they cannot be verſed in Anatomy, as 
their Religion forbids their touching, or 
breaking up a Corpſe. Such a Superſti- 
tion appears to reſpect the Dead, rather 
than the Living. Heathens ftems to look 
upon the Body, as the Man; but Chriſ- 
tians conſider it only as his old Coat. 


If mutual Wants, as Philoſophers ſay, 
form the natural Cement of Society; 
ſurely 
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ſurely mutual Miſeries muſt — 
them. 


Perſons who are well born, ſhould take 


care to preſerve their Diſtinction, by being 
well bred, alſo; in order to mark the 
Difference, properly, between them and 
the Vulgar; for Dreſs, and Equipage, 
without Manners, Air, and Demeanour, 
are not ſufficient Criterions. One may 
be hired, or borrowed ; the other not. 


Happineſs, to be permanent, muſt be 
ſeated | in the Mind. All foreign! Satisfac- 
tions are precarious. The firſt only, are 
the Goods, the latter but the Moveables, 
of Life. 


Life is dur exile ; Death but our recal. 


Vor. II. E But 


* 
=, 
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But 'tis Time now, to recall my Mind 
home from wandeting, for the reſt- of 
the Evening therefore, my dear Friend, 
SOT. ee OPUS | Adieu. 


EET TER LANE 


Received a Letter, laſt Pacquet, from 
Treland, that has given me a good deal 
of Pleaſure and Satisfaction. How flat- 
tering a Thing it is to be remembered ! 
1 am impatient to ſend it to you; and, 
as if I thought the Poſt waited for me, 
I ſhall not detain you longer than juſt 
to incloſe it, and to ſay, 5 
Adieu. 


Tur 


* 
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Tag LETTER. 


Dear 1 Dublin College. 
I do not know whether you may poſ- 
ſibly recollect me, after ſuch an Interval 
of Time, but as you ſeemed, the few and 
ſhort Spaces I had the Happineſs to ſpend 
in your Company within theſe Claſſic 
Walls, to mark an Approbation of ſome 
Works of Genius. you happened to have 
met with, among us, I here preſent you 
with a lively Piece. of ſatirical Wit, that 
was written, many Years ago, by Doctor 
Swift; at a Time when our Sectaries here 
made a Buſtle to get the Teft-A# aboliſhed 


in Parliament, and lay the Inclaſures open 
as Common- Land. 


E 2 Jheſe 
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Theſe Lines were never publiſhed ; for 

though the humouriſt Author amuſed 
himſelf with laughing at the Separatiſts, 
he did not care to ſtrengthen the Legiſla- 
ture, which oppoſed them, and which 
he was equally averſe to, with the F orce 
of his Ridicule. 


As Swift never gave a Copy of itz it 


has been only preſerved 1 in, Memory, by 


a few Friends of his, ever fince, to whom 


he had privately repeated it. ' From one 
of whom, Mr. Rochfort, I, this Morning, 
received' the oral T; radition, and had his 
: Permiſſion to minute it down for you, 
The very Stile of it will be ſuffcient to 


vouch its Genuinenels, 


J am, 


_ — 
— — 
= 


—_— 
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ee And come to ſee each other damned, 
« As Prieſts have threatened ; tho' they knew 
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I am, dear Sir, with an earneit Wiſh 


for a Reviſit, your moſt humble and obe- 


dient Servant, EY 
F. A. 


* 

7 28 " 

l * 
* 


ON THE Day or JUDGMENT. 


With undig'ſted Thoughts oppreſt, 

I funk from Reverie to Reſt, | 

An horrid Viſion ſeized,my Head ; 

I ſaw the Graves yawn up their Dead; 

Joe armed with Terrors ope'd the Skies, 
The Thunder roars, and Lightning flies; 
While each pale Spectre hangs its Head, 

Fove nodded, burſt the Clouds, and faid ; - 
*© You whom the various Secs have ſhammed, 


«© No more of my Decrees, than you; 
The World's vain Buſineſs now being o er, 
'« Such Dogmas may prevail no more. 


I *gain{t ſuch Blockheads ſet my Wit! 


I. damn ſuch Fools! Go, go, you're bit— 
E 3 LETTER 
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LN 


HE Change of Miniſters you ſpeak 
of, convinces me of what I have 
long obſerved, that it is never an Altera- 
tion of Meaſures, but only a Rotation 
of a certain Set of Men, who being 


"= 
too numerous to be gratified all at once, 


muſt take their Turns in Succeſſion, to 
quiet caballing. 


The old Diſtinctions of Whig and 
Tory, - High-church and Low-church, are 
ſtill kept Alive, though” the Principles 
which gave Riſe to them, are forgotten, 


and the Spirit evaporated; fo that the 


Denominations of Hey dukes and Vitma- 


FI 7. 1 lales, 


| 


— OT — 


| 
F 
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lukes, Mandarins and Potſhaws, might 
ferve as well, as Swift ſaid, to arrange 
our Parties under, for any Good they do 
the mad Fools who flock. to their Stan- 
dards, 


Philoſophers make ſo nice a Calculation, 
as to venture to affirm that it is as the 
fifth Power of Infinite to Unity, exactly, 


that in a fortuitous Concourſe @ Priſm 
Hall never enter into a priſmatic Bore, * +. 


How much higher then, muſt the Odds 


riſe, in Politics, where even Chance is not 


allowed fair Play for its Contingency ; 


and that there ſeems to be a regular De- 


Irn formed, to prevent a proper Adaption 


of Officers to Offices? 


* See Huch:/on, on Beauty, Harmony, and 
Order. | | 
: E 4 In 
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In ſhort we have Changes, indeed, but 
no Chances, in this mortal Life. Theſe 
are melancholy Reflections. Let us have 
- done with them. 


m—_— > 


Adieu. 


LETTER LXXXII. 


TF H A LL fet out for Scarborough, 

in a few Days, to try an Experiment 
on my Diſorder. Tis not by the Advice 
| of any of the Faculty, but of the beſt 
Phyſician j in the World a Perſon who 
has been cured of the ſame Complaint, 
by thoſe Waters. 


He is a very ſenſible Man, and about 
my own Age. He dined with me, Ve- 
91 N ſterday, 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. Br 
ſterday, being introduced to me, on this 
very Account, by Mr. Afton—Benedick, 
the married Man—who came to return my 
Viſit. The Ox-2yed Goddeſs * was not 
with him 5 and if ſhe was with Ixion, 
in the Clouds, it would be no great Mat- 
ter, by what I could gather from his 
Manner. of mentioning her. When a 
Man ſpeaks. of a Wife, with Reſpect, 
rn 
Fondneſs muſt be all over, 


Write often to me at Scarborough : I 
ſhall need your Society more abroad, 


than 1 do even at home, 
AA > 4 b—.4 


Jus, ſo ſtiled by Homer, See Letter LXXI. 


E 5 LETTER 
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* 


L E T TER am. 8 
. en 


' you cannot expect any promiſing Ac- 
count of me yet. The Days of Spell 
are long ſince paſt. I wiſh that even flow 
and ſure, were the Morto of wodem 
Phyſic. 


1 think that Patients is a very proper 
Term, for Invalids; and that 5 good Fa- 
rody may be made on chat beautiful De- 
ſcription which Viola gives of an unhappy 
lover ick M aid, in the Twelfth Night. 


Like Patience on a (Monument, ſmiling 
at Med cine. 


There 
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There is a World of Company here:; 
or I had better have uſed the Word Sen; 
as they ſeem to pour in upon us like the 
Waves, but with this . Difference, that 


there appears no Ebb, yet, tho the Fake 
is a good deal advanced. | 


La Granby is among us. I never 


happened to have ſeen him before—1 own 


I longed much to view a real Heroe | ; 
having never Teen any of that Character, 


but what are generally mi/repreſented, on 


the Stage; where the Dramatis Perſe 


have no other Way of marking their gal- 


lant Spirits, but by Looks of Fierceneſs, 


Pride or Diſdain. 


His Lordſhip frowns none of ſuch 
Aſpects. upon us. He has a Meekneſs, 
E 6 a Modeſty,, 
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a Modeſty, and a genuine Liberality, in 
his Looks and Demeanour. He has the 
Jovialneſs of Falſtaff, in his Countenance, 
with «the Bravery of Prince Hal, in his 


Heart. There is no Bounds to his Cha- 
rity and Benevolence, for it exceeds even 


his own large Income, and he may be 
truly compared to Sampſon's Lion, whoſe 
Bowels were filled with Honey. 


I This is my Heroe, let Quintus C urtius 
fay what he will of Alexander. Such a 
Man needs no Chaplain, or I would re- 


commend you to him. 


Adieu. 


0 LETTER 


OS. > IP T — — — 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 


Scarborough. 


RECEIVED your obliging Letter, 

and thank you for the ſeveral Articles 
of News in it, both foreign and domeſtic, 
public and private. They have enabled 
me to make a Figure among the Beau- 
monde, at our Coffee-houſe, here. 


I have regularly drank the Waters, and 
bathed every Day, for this Fortnight, 


but without any ſenſible Effect yet; 


though I ſee others who have already be- 
nefited of the ſame Regimen here, in the 
ſame Space of Time; but their Diſorders, 


I ſuppoſe, had not ſtruck ſuch deep Root. 


The 


„„ eo eo Ie oe AS. * 30 
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The World is very gay at our Aſſem- 
blies and Balls ; and we have a Number 
of Perſons of F aſhion, here, of both 
Sexes, who dreſs out in the higheſt Modes. 


of French Fopperies. This is ſurely a 


ſtrange Infatuation. The Maſters of 


Europe are become but the Petit-maitres 
of a Province, at | ers ! 


Tacitus, ſpeaking of the antient Britons. 
adopting the Dreſs and Manners of the 


Romans, their Conquerors, which they 
looked-upon as a Refinement, inſtead of 


Badges of their Sobjection, 1 Pars 


Servitutis erat, 


The Tartars, when they conquered: ' 
China, eſtabliſhed their own Habits. of 
Dreſs there; fo that the rival Nations 

| could. 
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could not be diſtinguiſhed from each 
other, by their outward Appearances ; 
which. prevented the Natives from being 
able to perceive their own Superiority of 
Naimbers, and profiting of it. 


Might not © this Subject ſupply ome: 
Matter of Reflection to our Legillature? 


Unleſs, by ſuffering the Modes and 
Manners o the French ſo generally to 


obtain, in Britain, they ſhould mean to 
have their Policies alſo to follow them, 
and render the King o of England an Grand 
Monarque, at * Avert ſuch Ills, ye 
Britons ! | 


Adieu. 
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L E T T . R LXXXV. 
| ae 


STILL continue my Regimen, and 
have now added an Article to it, 
though I was forbidden it, on Pain of 
Death, by a Phyſician here, whom. I 
fee'd for his O pinion, « on the very Point. 


I had heard that drinking the Sea 
Water had been very medicinal, in many 
Caſes, and had a Mind to make the 
Experiment of it, in mine; but the 
1 told me that if my Diſorder pro- 
ceeded, as he apprehended it did, ſrom 
ſome Unſoundneſs, in the Viſcera, ſuch 
a Potion muſt deſtroy me. 


You © 
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You may as well argue with a Man in 
2 Paſſion, as one in Pain. I was in ſuch 
Agony, at the Time, that I would have 
drank up Eil, or eat 4 Crocodile, for Re- 


lief. I reſolved, therefore, to venture. 
Kill or Cure Medicines are often permit- 


ted, in deſperate Caſes. It is but a Sort 
of Moral Suicide, at moſt. I tried it; 
this is the fourth Day; and J have the 
Triumph to find that, not only my Sto- 
mach has got Eaſe, but my "SPP 
is increaſed. 


This has given me vaſt Spirits; I went 
to the Play laſt Night, for the firſt Time; 


and perhaps may go to the Ball, this 
Evening -A cheerful Man cannot live 


alone. I am reſolved never to be grave 
again. You muſt get a ſoberer Corre- 
ſpondent, 
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ſpondent, for the future. I ſhall continue 
to write ſtill; but it ſhall be only to 
your Daughter, to whom I beg leave to 
ſubſcribe myſelf, my lovely Maid, and 
dear Fifteen, your admiring Slave, 
Renaſeens. | 


LETTER LXXXVI 


Scarborough, 
Continue ſtill well, and in Appetite 
and Spirits, I walk a great deal over 
' theſe romantic Cliffs, contemplating the 
greateſt and moſt wonderful Object in 
Nature; which though inanimate, ſeems 
endowed with the Property of Self. mo- 
tion. 


Tho 
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The Thoughts which poſſeſs me, on 
theſe Occaſions, lift me above their 


higheſt Hills, even to Olympes-Top. When 
I hear of numerous Squadrons on the 


embattled Plain, 1 think of the Sea, and 


contemn their Forces. When they ſpeak 
of Kings with all their gorgeous Trains, 
I recollect a Star, and they quick ſtart 
from their Spheres, and ſhoot themſelves 
out or 7005 ee 


When ſuch 1468 are once raiſed in 
the contemplative Mind, 


How weary, ftale, flat and unprofitable, 
o Seem to it all the Uſes of this World?“ 


And how mult the Soul of Man exult, 
in his own Littteneſs, from rejoicing, in the 
Greatneſs 


„„ 
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Greatneſs of a ſuperior Being! How 


mean, in ourſelves, but how noble, in 


our Creator! 


O, no! our Souls were never lent us, ; 
like Life, but for a Seafon. When we { 
ſay the Lord bath given, the Lord hath 
taken away, and bleſſed be the Name of 
the Lord, we could never pray ſo, if we 
imagined this precious Article to be in- 
cluded among ſuch tranſitory Gifts. Re- 
ligion would ſicken, at the Thought; De- 
votion flag its e droop, and die 


It, as tis faid, the People of gad had 
never received any farther Promiſes than 
of the temporal Bleſſings of Life, this 

may, perhaps, account for the frequent 
Backſlidings of the Jews. Their Piety 
| could 
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could riſe no higher than Allegi Ance, at 


| beſt; Commands are not ſufficiently en- 
forced, by human Sanctions, only. 


I faid, in my laſt Letter, that I would 


never be grave again; but I hope you 
don't think I have broke my Word, 
here; for you know, in your Heart, that 
ſuch Thoughts as theſe, are the pleaſanteſt 
and moſt chearful ones, that the Imagina- 
tion can poſſibly frame; and the ſerious 
Caſt of them fitter becomes the Day, 
which happens to be the Sabbath. 


LETTER 


J 


* 
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LETTER LXXXVI.L 


8 carborolgbh. 
HAVE performed all .my Ablutions 
ſufficiently for the "Seaſon, and ſhall 


qum this Place, in a few Days, I have 


received conſiderable Benefit from the 
Waters here, both freſh and ſalt; though 


in the Midſt of my Triumph I ſometimes 
feel a Monitor in my Breaſt, which, like 


the Roman Slave, bids me remember my 
Mortality. 


I have gone to many Plays, here; 
moſtly the Tragedies. Bad Actors do 
better, in ſuch Repreſentations, than in 


Comedy. 
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Comedy. The Sentiments, Diction, and 
Diſtreſs in the former, divert the Atten- 
tion of the Audience, from the Dramatis 
Perſonæ, more than the latter is capable 
of doing. 


Quod acer Spiritus ac Yi, 
Nec Verbis, nec Rebus ineſt | 


But in . I ke Melpomene to 
Thalia, on the Stage. Mirth and Joy 
give but ſingle and tranſitory Senſations ; 
but Sorrow and Compaſſion are com- 
pounded of two, ſometimes more; of Pity 
for the Diſtreſs, a generous Wiſh to re- 
lieve it, and, in ſome Caſes; an honeſt 
Indignation, againſt the Author of it. 
Theſe .Sentiments fink deeper in our 
Hearts, and conſequently dwell longer on 

our 
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our Minds. At a Comedy we ſwallow 
like a Heron; whoſe Digeſtion is too 
quick for Nouriſhment ; but from a Tra- 
gedy, we bring away the Cud. 


How admirably has kind Providence 
adapted our Natures to our State in 
Life, by rendering an Indulgence in Me- 
lancholy, pleaſing ! which like the plain- 
tive Notes of Muſic, poſſeſſes us with 
the moſt voluptuous Senſibility ! So ends 
my Epilogue, and R 


LETTER 


N 
| 
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LETTER LXXXVIII. 


SHALL ſet out from Home to-mor- 

row; and ſhall have the Pleaſure of 
travelling, moſt part of the Way, with 
an agreeable Invalid I happened to become 
acquainted with, ſince I came here. 


We were ſpeaking, lately, on the Sub- 
ject of the Warmth and Violence of Par- 
ties, which have riſen to ſuch a Height 
among us, at preſent; and comparing 
them with Situations recorded in Hiſtory 
which was an eaſy Matter to do, as all 
Times of Commotion are generally like 
all other Times of Commotion—upon 

Vol. II. F which 
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which Occaſion, he lent me a moſt ad- 
mirable well written Tra&, which has 
been long out of Print, and contains the 
Subſtance” of many Volumes, in a few 
Pages, on the Subjects both of our Con- 
ſtitution and Parties preferable, in my 
Opinion, to Clarendon's there Folios of Pa- 
rentheſes; and which, by being referred 
to theſe Times, may be capable of pro- 
ducing more ſalutary Effects on all im- 
partial and diſpaſſionate Readers, than 
the moſt elaborate Treatiſe that could 
poſſibly be compoſed for the preſent Era. 
This political Writing relates to Meaſures; 
moſt modern ones apply to Men. 


I have borrowed it to lend you, for 
yc ur Entertainment; and if you think 
of it as both he and I do, you are at 


liberty 


| 
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liberty to throw it into any of the Maga- 
zines you chuſe, as we would have it 
circulate, | 34 bs Som +: 


Lord Moleſworth's Preface to Hotoman's 
"ol ranco-Gallia tranſlated by him, and 
printed in 1705, in the Reign of 
Queen Anne. 


MMANx Books and Papers have been 
& publiſhed, ſince the late Revolu- 
tion,“ tending to juſtify the Proceedings 
of the People of England, at that happy 
Juncture; by ſetting in a true Light our 
juſt Rights and Liberties, together with 


* In 1688. 
F 2 the 
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the ſolid: Foundation of our Conſtitution , . 
which, in'tmath, is not our's only, but that 

of almoſt all Europe, beſides ; ſo wiſely 
reſtored and eſtabliſned, (if not intro- 
duced) by the Goths and Franks, whoſe 
Deſcendants we are. 


77 


Theſe Books have as 8 had 
ſome Things, called Anſwers, written to 
them, by Perſons of different Sentiments; 
who certainly either never ſeriouſly conſi- | 
dered that they were thereby endeayour- 

, ing to deſtroy their own Happineſs, and 
overthrow her Majeſty* s Title to the 
Crown; or, if they knew what they did, 
preſumed upon the Lenity of that Go- 
vernment they decried ; which, were there 


no better Reaſon, ought to have recom- 


mended it to their Ne ſince it 
could 


4 
3 
s 
£ 
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could patiently bear with ſuch as were 
doing all they could to undermine iti.“ 


Not to mention the Railing, Virulence, 
or perſonal falſe Reflections, in many of 
thoſe Anſwers, (which are always a Sign 
of a weak Cauſe, or a feeble Champion) 
ſome of them aſſerted the divine Right of 
an hereditary Monarch, and the Impiety of 
Reſiſtance, upon any Terms whatever, 
notwithſtanding any Authorities to the 
contrary. 

* Apply this Reflection to the preſent Times. 
L” Abbé le Blanc, who lived ſometime in this Coun- 
try, writing to a Friend in France, ſays, upon this 
Subject, The Licentiouſneſs of the Saturnalia, 


laſted only three Days, at Rome, but one would 
imagine there was not a Day in the Year, on which 


this Pagan Feſtival was not celebrated, in England. 


F 3 Others 
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Others (and thoſe the more judicious)" 
denied poſitively that ſufficient Authorities 
could be produced to prove, that a free 
People have a juſt Power to defend them- 
ſelves, by oppoſing their Prince, who en- 
deayours to oppreſs and enſlave them; 
and alledged, that whatever was faid or 
done, tending that Way, proceeded from 
a Spirit of Rebellion, and antimonarchical 
Principles. 


To confute, or convince this. laſt Sort 
of Arguers, (the firſt not being worthy 
to have Notice taken of them) I ſet about 
tranſlating the Franco-Gallia of that moſt 
learned and judicious Civilian, Frantis 
Hotoman, a grave, ſincere, and unexcep- 
tionable Author, even in the Opinion of 
his Adverſaries. This Book gives an 

Account 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. - 103 


Account of the antient free State of above 
three Parts out of four of Zurope; and 
| has of a long Time appeared to me ſo 
convincing and inſtructive in thoſe im- 
portant Points he handles, that I could | 
not be idle whilſt it remained unknown, 
in a Manner, to Engliſhmen , who, of all 
People living, have the greateſt Reaſon 
and Need to be thoroughly inſtructed in 
what it contains; as having, on the one 
Hand, the moſt to loſe, and, on the other, 
the leaſt Senſe of their Right to that, 
which hitherto they ſeem (at leaſt in great 
Meaſure) to have preſerved. 


It will be obvious to every Reader, 
that I have taken no great Pains to write 
elegantly. What I endeayour at, is as 
plain a Stile as poſſible, which on this 

F 4 | Occaſion 


_ 
— _ m 
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Occaſion I take to be the beſt : for ſince 
the Inſtruction of Mankind ought to be 
the principal Drift of all Writers (of Hiſ- 
tory eſpecially) whoever writes to the 
Capacity of moſt Readers, in my Opi- 
nion, maſt fully anſwers the End. 


I am not ignorant, how tireſome and dif- 
ficult a Piece of Work it is to tranſlate, nor 
how little valued in the World. My Ex- 
perience has convinced me, that it is more 
troubleſome and teazing than to write and 
mvent at once. The Idiom of the Lan- 
guage out of which one tranſlates, runs 
ſo in the Head, that it is next to impoſ- 
ſible not to fall frequently into it. And 
the more bald and incorrect the Stile of 
the Original is, the more ſhall that of 
the Tranſlation be ſo too. Many of the 


Quota- 


4 


| 
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Quotations in this Book are drawn fron: 
Prieſts, Monks, Friars, and civil Lawyers, 
who minded. more, in thoſe barbarous 
Ages, the Subſtance than the Stile of 
their Writings : and I hope theſe Conſi- 
derations may attone for ſeveral Faults, 
which might be found in my Share of 


the Work. 


But I deſire not to be miſunderſtood, 
as if, whilſt 1 am eraving Favour for 
myſelf, I were making any Apology for 
ſuch a Number of mercenary Scribhlers, 
Animadverters and Tranſlators, as peſter 
us in this Age; who generally ſpoil the 
good Books which fall into. their Hands, 

and hinder others from obliging. the Pub- 
lic, who would othetwiſe do it to greater 


F 3 I take 
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I take this Author to be one of thoſe 
few, that has had the good Luck to eſ- 
cape them; and I make uſe of this Oc- 
caſion to declare, that the chief Motive 
which induces me to ſend abroad this 
{mall "Treatiſe, is a ſincere Deſire of in- 
ſtructing the only Poſſeſſors of true Li- 
berty in the World, what Right and 
Title they have to that Liberty; of what 
a great Value it is; what Miſery follows 
the Loſs of it; how eaſily, if Care be 
taken in Time, it may be preſerved: and 
if this either opens the Eyes, or confirms 
the honourable Reſolutions, of any of 
my worthy Countrymen, I have gained 
a glorious End: and done that in my 
Study, which 1 ſhould have promoted 

any other Way, had I been called to it. 
5 I hope 
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I hope to die with the Comfort of be- 
lieving that od England will continue to 
be a free Country, and know itſelf to be 
ſuch; that my Friends, Relations, and 
Children, with their Poſterity, will inhe- 
rit their Share of this ineſtimable Bleſ- 
ſing, and that I have contributed my 
Part toward it. 


| But there is one very great Diſcourage- 
ment under which both | i and all other 
Writers and Tranſlators of Books, tend- 
ing to the acquiring or preſerving the 
public Liberty, do lie; and that is, the 
heavy Calumny thrown upon us, that we 
are all C ommonwealth's Men : Which, 
(in the ordinary Meaning of the Word) 
amounts to Haters of Kingly Govern- 


| ment; not without malicious Inſinua- 
1 F 6 tions, 
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tions, that we are. no great Friends to the 
preſent. 


Indeed were the Laity of our Nation (as 
too many of our Clergy unhappily are) to 
be guided by the Senſe of one of our 
Univerſities, * ſolemnly and publickly de- 
clared by the burning of twenty-ſeven 
Propoſitions (ſome of them deſerving that 
Cenſure, but others being the very Foun- 
dation of all our Civil Rights ;) I, and 
many like me, would appear to be very 
much in the wrong. But ſince the Revo- 
lution, in Eighty- eight, that we ſtand up- 
on another and better Bottom, tho? no other 
than our own old one, tis Time that our 
Notions ſhould be ſuited to our Conſtitu- 
tion. And truly, as Matters ſtand, I 
* Oxford. | 
have 


| 
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have often wondered, either how fo many 
of our Gentlemen, educated under ſuch 
Prejudices, ſhould retain any Senſe at all 
of Liberty; for, the hardeſt Leſſon is to 
unlearn : Or how an Education ſo diame- 


trically oppoſite to our Bill of Rights, 
ſhould be fo long encouraged. 


Methinles a Civil Tef might be con- 
trived, and prove very convenient to di- 
ſtinguiſn thoſe that own the Revolution 
Principles, from ſuch as totis viribus 
oppoſe them; and at the fame Time do. 
fatally propagate Doctrines, which lay 
too heavy a Load upon Chriſtianity itſelf, 
and make us prove our own. Executioners.. 


The Names of Whig and Tory will, I 
am afraid, laſt as long among us, as thoſe 
of 


- 
— 
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of Guelf and Ghibelline did in Italy. I 
am ſorry for it: But to ſome they become 
neceſſary, for Diſtinction Sake; not ſo 
much for the Principles formerly adapted 
to each Name, as for particular and 
worſe Reaſons. For there has been ſuch 
chopping and changing, both of Names 
and Principles, that we ſcarce know who 
is who. I think it therefore neceſſary, in 
order to appear in my own Colours, to 
make a public Profeſſion of my political 
Faith ; not doubting but it may agree, in 
ſeveral Particulars, with that of many | 
worthy Perſons, who. are undeſervedly 
aſperſed as I am. 


My Notion of a Vbig, ] mean of a real 


* The juſteſt and moſt compleat Deſcription of 
this Character, that ever was drawn, is given in 
this excellent Tract. 


Whig, 
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Whig, tor the nominal are worſe than any 
Sort of Men, is, that he is one who is 
exactly for keeping up to the Strictneſs of 
the true old Gothic | C onſtitution, under 
the three Eſtates, of King (or Queen) Lords 
and Commons; the Legiſlature being ſeated | 
in all three together, the executive in- 
truſted with the firſt, but accountable to 
the whole Body of the People, in Caſe of 
Mal-adminiſtration. 


A true Whig is of Opinion, that the 
executive Power has as juſt a Title to the 
Allegiance and Obedience of the Subject, 
according to the Rules of known Laws en- 
acted by the legiſlative, as the Subject has ta 
Protection, Liberty and Property : Andſa 
on the contrary. | 


A true 
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A true Whig is not aftaid of the Name 
of a Commonwealthſman, becauſe ſo ma- 
ny fooliſh People, who know not what 
it means, run it down: The Anarchy 


and Confuſion which theſe Nations fell 
into, near ſixty Years ago, and which was 
falſty called a Commonwealth, frightening 
them out of the true Conſtruction of the 
Word. But Queen Elizabeth, and many 
other of our beſt Princes, were not {cru- 
pulous of calling our Government a Com- 
monwealth, even in their ſolemn Speeches. 
to Parliament. And indeed if it be not. 
one, I cannot tell by what Name properly 


to call it: For where in the very Frama 
of the Conſtitution, the Good of the 
whole is taken Care of, by the whole (as in. 
our Caſe) the having a King or Queen at the 
Head of it, alters not the Calc ; and the 
| ſoftening 
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ſoftening of it by calling it a limited Mo- 
narchy ſeems a Kind of Contradiction, in 
Terms, invented to pleaſe ſome weak and 
doubting Perſons. 


And becauſe ſoms of our Princes, in 
this laſt Age, did their utmoſt Endeavour 
to deſtroy this Union and Harmony of 
the three Eſtates, and to be arbitrary or 
independant, they ought to be looked up- 
on as the Aggreſſors upon our Conſtitu- 


tion. 


This drove the other /2wwo Eſtales (for 
the Sake of the public Preſervation) into 
the fatal Neceſſity of providing for them- 
ſelves, and when once the Wheel was ſet 
a running, *twas not in the Power of 


Man to ſtop it, juſt where it ought to 
have 
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have reſted, This is ſo ordinary in all 
violent Motions, whether mechanick or 
political, that no Body can wonder at it. 


But no wiſe Men approved of the ill 
Effects of thoſe violent Motions, either 
Way, could they have helped them. 
Yet it muſt be owned they have (as often 
as uſed, through an extraordinary Piece of 
good Fortune) brought us back to our 
old Conſtitution again, which elſe had 
been loſt; for there are numberleſs In- 
ſtances in Hiſtory, of a Downfall from a 
State of Liberty to Tyranny, but very 


few of a Recovery of Liberty from Ty- 
ranny, if this laſt have had any Length of 


Time to fix itſelf, and take Root. 


Let all ſuch, who cither through Inte- 


reſt or Ignorance, are Adorers of ab/olute 
| Monarchs, 
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Monarchs, ſay what they pleaſe ; an 
Engliſh Whig can never be ſo unjuſt to his 
Country, and to right Reaſon, as not to 
be of Opinion, that in all civil Commo- 
tions, which Side ſoever is the wrong ful 
Aegreſor, is accountable for all the evil 
Conſequences : And through. the Courſe 
of his Reading (tho* my Lord Clarendon's 
Books be thrown into the Heap) he will 
find it very difficult to obſerve, that 
ever the People of England took up 
Arms againſt their Prince, but when 


conſtrained to it by a neceſſary Care of 
their Ln. and the Conſtitution. 


"Tis certainly as much 7 reaſon and Re- 
bellion againſt this Conſtitution, and the 
known Laws, in a Prince to endeavour to 


break 


* 
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break through them, as tis in the People 
to riſe againſt him, whilſt he keeps with- 
in their Bounds, and does his Duty. Our 
Conſtitution. is a Government of Laws, 
not of Perſons. Allegiance and Protection 
are Obligations, that cannot ſubſiſt ſepa- 
rately; when one fails, the other falls of 
Courſe, The true Etymology of the 
Word Loyalty, * (which has been fo 
ſtrangely wreſted in the late Reigns) is an 
entire Obedience to. the Prince, in all his 
Commands according to Law ; that is, 
to the Laws themſelves, to which we owe 
both an active, and paſſive Obedience. 


By the old and true Maxim, that tbe 
King can do no wrong, no body is ſo fool- 
iſh as to conclude, that he has no Strength. 


* Derived ſrom the French Word Loy, Law. 
to 
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to murder, to offer Violence to Women, 
or Power enough to diſpoſſeſs a Man 
wrongfully of his Eſtate ; or that whits 
ever he does (how wicked ſoever) is juſt : 
But the Meaning is, he has no lawful 
Power to do ſuch Things, and our Con- 
ſtitution conſiders no Power as irrefiftible, 
but what is Jawful. 


And ſince Religion is become a great 
and univerſal Concern, and drawn into 
our Government, as it affects every ſingle 
Man's Conſcience ; tho' in my private 
Opinion, they ought not to be mingled, 
nor to have any Thing to do with each 
other; (1 do not ſpeak of our Church 
Polity, which is Part of our State, and 
dependent upon it) fome Account muſt be 
given of that Matter, alſo. 


Whiggiſm 
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Whiggiſm is not circumſcribed and 
confined to any one or two of the Reli- 
gions now, profeſſed, in the World, but 
diffuſes irſelf among all. We have 
known Jews, 7. urks, . nay ſome Papiſts, 
(which I own to be 4 greater Rarity) 
very great Lovers of the Conſtitution and 
Liberty : And, were there _ rational 
Grounds to expect that any Numbers 
of them could be ſo, I ſhould be againſt 
| uſing Severities or Diſtinctions, upon Ac- 
count of Religion. For, a Papiſt is not 
dangerous, nor ought to be ill-uſed by 
any Body, becauſe he prays to Saints; 
believes Purgatory, or the real Preſence 


in the Euchariſt, and pays divine Wor- 
ſhip to an Image or Picture, (which are 
the common Topics of our Writers 
of Controverſy againſt them ;) but 

becauſe 
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. becauſe Popery ſets np a foreign Furiſ- 


diftion, paramount to our Laws. 


So that a real Papiſt can neither be a 
true Governor of a Proteſtant Country, 
nor a true Subject; and, beſides, is the 
moſt Prieft-ridden Creature in the World : 
And, (when uppermoſt) can bear with 
no Body that differs from him in Opi- 
nion; little conſidering, that whoſoever 
is againſt Liberty of Mind, is, in Effect, 
againſt Liberty of Body, too. And there- 
fore all penal A#s of Parliament, for 
Opinions purely religious, which have 
no Influence on the Sate, are ſo many 
Encroachments upon Liberty, whilſt thoſe 
which reſtrain Vice and Injuſtice, are 


againſt Licentiouſneſs. 
I profeſs 
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I profeſs myſelf to have always been a 
Member of the Church of England, and 
am for ſupporting it in all its Honours, 
Privileges, and Revenues ; but as a 
Chriſtian and a Whig, I muſt have Cha- 
rity for thoſe that differ from me in reli- 
gious Opinions, whether Pagans, Turks, 
Jews, Papiſts, Quakers, Socinians, Preſ- 
byterians, or others. I look upon Bigotry 
to have always been the very Bane of 
human Society, and the Offspring of In- 


tereſt and Ignorance, which has occaſion- 
ed moſt of the great Miſchiefs that have 
afflicted Mankind. We ought no more 


expect to be all of one Opinion, as to 
the Worſhip of the Deity, than to be all 
of one Colour or Stature. To ſtretch or 


narrow any Man's Conſcience to the Stan- 
dard 


— 
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dard of our own, is no leſs a Piece of; 
Cruelty than that of Proruſtes the Tyrant 
of Arnica, who uſed to fit his Gueſts to 
the Length of his own Iron Bedſtead, 
either by cutting them ſhorter, or rack- 
ing them longer. | 


What juſt Reaſon can I have to be 
angry with, to endeavour to curb the na- 
tural Liberty, or to retrench the civil 
Advantages, of an honeſt Man, (whe 
follows the golden Rule, of doing 10 
others, as be would bave others to-do to 
him, and is willing and able to ſerve the 
Public) only becauſe he thinks his Way 
to Heaven ſurer, or ſhorter, than mine? 
Nobody can tell which of us is miſtaken, 
till the Day of Judgment; or whether 

Vor. II. = any 
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any of us be ſo (for there may be different 
Ways to the ſame End, and I am not for 
circumſcribing God-Almighty's Mercy : ) 
This I am ſure of, one ſhall meet with 
the ſame Poſitiveneſs in Opinion, in ſome 
of the Prieſts of all theſe Sects; the ſame 
Want of Charity, engroſſing Heaven by 
Way of Monolopy to their own Corporation, 
and managing it by a joint Stock, ex- 
cluſive of all others, (as pernicious in 


Divinity as in Trade, and perhaps more,) 
the ſame Pretences to Miracles, Martyrs, 
Tuſpirations, - Merits, Mortifications, Re- 
velations, Auſterity, Antiqui ty, &c. (as 
all Perſons converſant with Hiſtory, or 
that travel, know to be true) and On, 
cui bono ? e 


I think 
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I think it the Honour of the reformed 
Part of the Chriſtian Profeſſion, and the 
Church of England, in particular, that 
it pretends to fewer of theſe: unuſual and 
extraordinary Things, than any other 
Religion we know of in the World; 
being convinced, that theſe are not the 
diſtinguiſhing Marks of the Truth of 
any Religion. (I mean, the aſſuming 
obſtinate Pretences to them, are not;) 
and it were not amiſs, if we farther en- 
larged our Charity, when we can do it 
with Safety, or Advantage to the State. 


Let us but conſider, how hard and how 
impolitick it is to condemn all People but 
ſuch as think. of the Divinity juſt as we 
do. May not the Tables of Perſecution 
be turned upon us? A Mabometan in 

b G Turky 
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duty de in che right, and 1 (if I carry my 
oum Religion chither) am in the wrong. 
They will have it ſo. If the Mabometan 
comes with me to Chriftendem, I am in 
the right, and he in the wrong; and we 
hate each other heartily, for differing in 
Speculations, which ought to have no 
Influence on moral Honeſty. Nay, the 
Mabometan is the more charitable, of the 
two, and does not puſh his Zeal fo far; 
for the Chriſtians have been more cruel 
end ſevere in this Point, than all the 
World beſides. Surely Repriſals may be 
made upon us; as Calvin, burnt Servetus, 
at Geneva, Queen Mary burnt Cranmer, 
at Londen. I am ſorry I cannot readily 
find a more exact Parallel. The Sword 
cuts with both Edges. 


Why, 
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Why, I pray you, may we not all be 
fellow Citizens of the World ? And pro: 
vided it be not the Principle of one or 
more Religions to extirpate all ' others, 
and to turn Perſecutors when they get 
Power; (for ſuch are not to be endured;) 
I ſay. why ſhould we offer to hinder any 
Man from doing with his own Soul, what 
he thinks fitting? Why ſhould we not 
make Uſe of his Body, Eſtate, and Un- 
derſtanding, for the public Good? Let 
a Man's Life, Subſtance, arid Liberty be 
under the Protection of the Laws ; and 
I dare anſwer for him (whilſt, his Stake is 
among us) he never will be in a different 
Intereſt, nor willing ts quit this Pro- 
tection, or to exchange i for en the 
very, and ye." 


G3; The 
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The thriving of any one Jingle Perſon, 
by honeſt Means, is the thriving of the 
Commonwealth, wherein he reſides. And 
in what Place ſoever of che World ſuch 
Encouragement is given, as that in it, 
one may ſecurely and peaceably enjoy 
Property and Liberty, both of Mind and 
Body, tis impoſſible but that Place muſt 
flouriſh in Ricbes, and in People, which 
are the trueſt Riches of any Country. 
19 155 dag z ic URI 
But as on the one Hand, a true big 
thinks that all Opinions purely ſpiritual 
and notional, ought to be indulged; ſo 
on the other, he is for ſeverely puniſbing 
all: Immoralities, Bneach uf Laut, Violence 
and Ijuſtice. ¶ Miniſter's Tythes are as 
much his Right, as any Layman's Eſtate 


can be his, and no Pretence of Religion 
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z 
ww & ws he or 
w 
A 


— eo, 


divine Right inſiſted upon, for any human 
Inſtitutions ; and to find God Almighty 
brought in as a Principal there, where 
there is no Neceſſity for it. To affirm 
that Monarchy, Epiſcopacy, Synods, 'Tythes, 
the hereditary. Succeſſion to the Crown, &c. 
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or Conſcience can warrant the ſubſtracting 
of them, whilſt the Lato is in being, 
which makes them payable For a 
Whig is far from the Opinion that they 
are due, by any other. Title. It would 
make a Man's Ears tingle, to hear the 


are Jure divino, is to cram them down a 


Man's Throat, and tell him, in plain 
Terms, that he muſt ſubmit to all of 
them, under all In conveniences, whether 
the Laws 0 his Country are for ir, or 
againſt it. | 


G 4 Every 
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vernrhent, to be an Ordinance of God; 
Submit yourſelves to every Ordinance of 
Man; for the Lord's Sake, ſays the Apoſtle. 
Where (by the Way) pray take Notice, 
be calls them Ordinances of Man; and ſo 
gives you the true Notion how far any 
Thing can be ſaid to be Jure divino : 
Wbich is far ſhort of what your high 
flown &ſſertors of the Jus divinum, would 
carry it unn, and proves as ſtrongly for a 
_ Repuklicen' Government, as a Monar- 
chicalʒ though in Truth it affects neither, 
here the vety Ends of Government are 
mann 
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A right Whig looks upon frequent Par- 
laments as ſuch a fundamental Part of the 
Conſtitution, that even no Parliament 


can 
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part with this Right. High -ohiggiſm is 
for Arnual Parliaments, and Low-whig- 
giſm for T riennial, with annual Meet- 
ings. I leave it to every Man's Judg- 
ment, which of theſe would be the trueſt 
Repreſentative ; would ſooneſt eaſe the 
Houſe of that Number of Members that 
have Offices and Employments, or take 
| Penſions from the Court; is leaſt liable 
to Corruption; ; would prevent exorbitant 
Expenee; and ſooneſt deſtroy the pernts 

cious Practice of drinking and bribing for 
Elections; or is moſt conformable to an- 
tient Cuſtom. The Law that lately pai 
ed with ſo much Struggle, for Miemiat 
Parliaments, mall coment me, till the 
Legiſlative ſhall think fir to ws tem 
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But methinks, (and this I write with 
great Submiſſion and Deference) that 
ſince the paſſing that Act, it ſeems incon- 
ſiſtent with the Reaſon of the Thing, 
and prepoſterous, for the firſt Parliament 
after any Prince's Acceſſion to the Crown, 
to give the public Revenue ariſing by 
Taxes, for a longer Time than that Par- 
liameut's own Duration. | I cannot fee 
why the Members of the firſt Parliament, 
ſhould (as the Caſe now ſtands) engroſs 
to themſelves all the Power of giving, as 
well as all the Merit and Rewards, due to 
ſuch 2 Gift: And why ſucceeding Par- 
Kaments ſhould not, in their Turn, have 
it in their Power to oblige the Prince, or 
to ſtreighten him, if they ſaw Occaſion , 
and pare his Nails, if they were convinced 
he made ill Uſe of ſuch a Revenue. HHH 
iy WERE lam 
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I am ſure we have Inſtances, of this 
Kind; and a wiſe Body of Senators 
ought always to provide againſt the worſt 
that might happen. The Honey-moon of 
Government is a dangerous Seaſon; the 
Rights and Liberties of the People run a 
greater Riſk, at that Time, through 
their own Repreſentatives Compliments 
and Compliances, than they are ever like- 
ly to do during this Reign: and is 
ſafer to break that Practice, when we 
have the Proſpect of a good and gracious 
Prince upon the Throne, than when we 
have an inflexible Perſon, who thinks 
every Offer an Affront, which comes 
not up to the Height of what his Pre- 
deceſſor had, without conſidering whe- 
ther it were well or ill done, az firſt. | 
6 6 The 
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Ide Revenues of our Kings, for many 
Ages, aroſe out of their crown Landi; 
Taxes on the Subjects were raiſed only 
for public Exigences. . But ſince we have 
turned the Stream, and been ſo free of 
Revenues for Life, ariſing from Impaſitions 
and Taxes, we have given Occaſion to 
our Princes to diſpoſe of their crown 
Lands, and depend for Maintenance of 
their F amilies, on ſuch a Sort of Income 
as is thought unjuſt and ungodly, in moſt 
Parts of the World, but in Chriſtendam 
for, many of the arbitrary eaſter» Mo- 
narchs think ſo, and will not eat the Pro- 
duce of ſuch a Revenue. 


Now, fince Matters are brought to 
this Paſs, *tis plain that our Princes muſt 
ſubſiſt ſuitable to their high State and 
TIE Condition, 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 133 


Condition, in the beſt Manner we are able 
to provide for them. And whilſt the 
Calling and Duration of Parliaments was 
precarious, it might indeed be an Ad of 
Imprudence, though not of Injuſtice, for 


any one Parliament to ſettle fuch a Sort 


of Revenue, for Life, on the Prince: but, 


at preſent, when all the World knows 
the utmoſt Extent of a Parliament's poſſible 
Duration, it ſeems diſagreeable to Reaſon, 
and an Encroachment upon the Right 
of ſucceeding Parliaments, (for the future) 
for any one Parliament to do that, which 


another cannot undo, or has not Power 
to do, inits Turn. 


An old big is for chuſing ſuch Sort 
of Repreſentatives to ſerve in Parliament, 
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as have Eſtates in the Kingdom; and thoſe 
not fleeting ones, which may be ſent be- 
yond Sea by Bills of Exchange, by every 
Packet Boat, but fixed and permanent. 
To which end, every Merchant, Banker, 
or other moneyed Man, who is ambitious 
of ſerving his Country as a Senator, ſhould 
have alſo a Competent viſible Land Eſtate, 
as a Pledge to his Electors that he intends 
to abide by them, and has the ſame In- 
tereſt with theirs, in the public Taxes, 
Gains and Loſſes. I have heard and 
weighed the Arguments of thoſe, who, 
in Oppoſition to this, urged the unfit- 
neſs of ſuch, whoſe Lands were engaged 
in Debts and Mortgages, to ſerve in Par- 
liament, in Compariſon with the moneyed 
Man who had no Land: but thoſe Argu- 


ments never conyinced me. 
No 
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No Men cen be a fincere Lover of Liberty, 


that is not for increaſing and communicating 
that Bleſſing to all People; and therefore 
the giving or reſtoring it not only to our 
Brethren of Scotland and Ireland, but even 
to France itſelf, (were it in our Power) 
is one of the principal Articles of }hig- 
giſm. The Eaſe and Advantage which 
would be gained, by uniting our own 
three Kingdoms, upon equal Terms, (for 
upon unequal it would be no Union) is 
ſo viſible, that if we had not the Exam- 
ple of thoſe Maſters of the World, the 
Romans, before our Eyes, one would 
wonder that our own Experience (in the 
Inſtance of upiting Vales to England) 
ſhould not convince us, that although 
both Sides would incredibly gain by it, 
yet the rich and opulent Country, ta 

wnich 
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which ſuch an Addition is made, would 
be the greater Gainer. 


Tis ſo much more deſirable and ſecure, 
to govern by Love and common Intereſt, 
than by Force; to expect Comfort and 
_ Aſfiſtance in Times of Danger, from our 
next Neighbours, than to find them at 
fach a Time a heavy Clog upon the 
Wheels of our Government, and be in 
Dread leſt they ſhould take that Occa- 
ſion to ſhake off an uneaſy Yoke; or to 
have as much need of entertaining a ſtand- 
ing Army againſt our Brethren, as againſt 
our known and inveterate Enemies ; that 


certainly whoever can oppoſe ſo public 
and apparent a Good, muſt be eſteemed 
either ignorant, to a ftrange Degree, or 
to have other Deſigns in View, which he 

would 
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would not willingly have brought to 
Light. | | | 


I look upon her Majeſty's aſſerting 
the Liberties and Privileges of the free Ci- 
ties in Germany, to be an Action which will 
ſhine in Hiſtory, as | bright (at leaſt) as 
her giving away her firſt F ruits and 
Tenths: to the Merit of which laſt, 
fome have aſſumingly enough aſcribed all 
the Succeſles ſhe has hitherto been bleſſed 
with; as if one Set of Men were the pecy- 
liar Care of Providence, and all others 
(even Kings and Princes) were no other- 
wiſe fit to be conſidered by God Almighty, 


or Poſterity, than according to their 
Kindneſs to them. 


But. 
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But it has been generally repreſented 
ſo, where Prieſts are the Hiſtorians. 
From the firſt Kings in the World, down 
to theſe Days, many Inſtances might be 
given, of very wicked Princes, who have 
been extravagantly commended ; and 
many excellent ones, whoſe Memories he 
overwhelmed with Loads of Curſes and 
Calumny, juſt as they proved Favourers 
or Diſcountenancers of High Church, 
without regard to their other Virtues or 
Vices: for, High Church is to be found 
in all Religions and Sects, from the Pagan 
down to the Preſbyterian ; and is equally 
detrimental, in every one of them. 


A genuine l/hig is for promoting a 
general Naturalization, upon the firm. 
Belief, 
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Belief, that whoever comes to be incor- 
porated into us, feels his Share of all our 
Advantages and Diſadvantages, and con- 
ſequently can; have no Intereſt but that 
of the Public; to which he will always 
be a Support, to the beſt of his Power, 
by his Perſon, Subſtance and Advice, And 
if it be a Truth, (which few will make a 
Doubt of) that we are not one third Part 
Peopled, (though we are better ſo, in pro- 
portion, than any other Part of Europe, 
Holland excepted) and that our Stock of 
Men decreaſes daily, through our Wars, 
Plantations, and Sea Voyages; that the 
ordinary Courſe oſ Propagation, even in 
Time of continued Peace and Health, 
could not in many Ages ſupply us with 
the Numbers we want; that the Security 
of civil and religious Liberty, and of Pro- 


Perty, 
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perty, which through God's great Mercy 
is firmly eſtabliſhed among us, will invite 
new Comers, as faſt as we can entertain 
them ; that moſt of the reſt of the World 
groans under the Weight of Tyranyy, which 
will cauſe all that have Subſtance, and a 
Senſe of Honour and Liberty, to fly to 
Places of Shelter; which conſequently 
would thoroughly People us with uſeful 
and profitable Hands, in a few Years; 
what ſhould hinder us from paſſing an 
Act of general Naturalization ? eſpecially 
when we conſider, that no private Acta 
of that Kind, are refuſed, but the Ex- 
pence is ſo great, that few attempt to 
procure them, and the'Benefit which the 
Publick receives thereby, is inconſider- 
Fr N 


Expe- 
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Experience has ſhewn us the Folly and 
Falſity of thoſe plauſible Inſinuations, 
that ſuch a Naturalization would take the 
Bread out of ) Engliſhmen' s Mouths, We 
are convinced, that the greater Number 
of Workmen of one Trade there is, in 
any Town, the more does that Town 
thrive ; the greater will be the Demand 
of the Manufacture, and the Vent to fo- 
reign Parts, . and the quicker Circulation 
of the Coin. The Conſumption of the 
Produce, both of Land and Induſtry, in- 
creaſes viſible, in Towns full of People; 
nay, the more ſhall every particular induſ- 
trious Perſon thrive, in ſuch a Place; 
though, indeed Drones and Jdlers will not 
find their Account who would fain ſup- 
port their own, and their Families ſu- 
perfluous Expences, at their Neighbours 

85 Coſt; 
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Coſt ; who make one or two Days Labour 
aus ww four Day Eiyagthck 
T AU: un 
And this is the common Calamity, 
. moſt of our corporation Towns, whoſe 
Inhabitants do all they can to diſcourage 
Plenty, Induſtry and Population; and 
will not admit of. Strangers, but upon 
too hard Terms, through the: falſe. No- 
tion, that they themſelves, their Chil- 
dren and Apprentices, have the, only 
right to ſquander their 'Town's Revenue, 
and to get, at their own Rates, all that 
is to be gdtten within their Precincts, or 
in the Neighbourhood. And therefore, 
fuch Towns (through the Miſchict ariſing 
by Combinations and Bye-laws)are,at beſt, 
at a Stand; very few in a thriving Con- 
dition, (and thoſe are where the Bye- latus 


are 
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are | leaſt reſtri#ive). but moſt throughout 
England fall to viſible Decay, whilſt new 
Villages not incorporated, or more liberal 
of their Privileges, grow up in their 
ſtead ; till in Proceſs of. Time, the firſt 
Sort will- become almoſt as deſolate as 
old Sarum, and will as well. deſerve to 
loſe their Right of ſending Repreſentatives 
to Parliament. For certainly, a Waſte or 
a Deſart has no Right to be repreſented, 
nor by our original Conſtitution was ever 
intended to be. Yet I would by no 
Means have thoſe Deputies loſt to the 
Commons, but transferred to wiſer, more 
induſtrious, and better peopled Places, 
worthy (through their Numbers and 
Wealth) of being repreſented. | 


A Whig 
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A Whig is againſt the raiſing, or keep- 
ing up aftanding Army, in Time of Peace: 
but, with this Diſtinction, that if, at any 
Time, an Army (though even in Time 
of Peace) . ſhould be neceſſary to the 
Support of this very Maxim, a Whig is 
not for being too haſty to deſtroy that, 
which is to be the Defender of his Li- 
berty. I defire to be well underftood—ſup- 
poſe then, that Perſons, whoſe known 
Principle and Practice it has been (during 
Attempts for arbitrary Government) to 
plead for, and promote ſuch an Army 
in Time of Peace, as would be ſubſer- 
vient to the Will of a Tyrant, and con- 
tribute towards the enſtaving the Nation, 
ſhould, under a legal Government, (yet 
before the Ferment of the People was 
appealed) 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 145 


appeaſed) cry down a Sanding Army in 
Time of Peace: I ſhould ſhrewdly ſuſ- 
pect that the Principles of ſuch Perſons, 
are not changed, but that either they like 
not the Hands that Army is in, or the 
Cauſe which it eſpouſes ; and look upon. 
it as an Obſtruction to another Sort of 
Army, which they ſhould like, even in 
Time of Peace. 1 ſay then, that although 
the Maxim, in general, be certainly true, 
yet a Yhig (without the juſt Imputation 
of having deſerted his Principles) may be 
for the keeping up ſuch a ſtanding Army, 
even in Time of Peace, till the Nation 
has recovered its Wits again, and chuſes 
Repreſentatives who are againſt Tyranny, 
in any Hands whatſoever; till the Ene- 
mies of our Liberties want the Power of 
raiſing anether Army of quite different 
Vol. II. H Senti- 
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Sentiments: for, till that Time, a o higg i 
Army is the Guardian of our Liberties, 
and ſecures to us the Power of diſbanding 
#t/elf, and prevents the raiſing another, 
of a different Complexion. F 


As ſoon as this is done, effectually; 
by my Conſent, no fuch Thing as a mer- 
cenary Soldier ſhould ſubſiſt in England; 
and therefore, 


The arming and training of all the 
Freeholders of England, as is our un- 
doubted antient Conſtitution, and conſe- 


quently our Right; ſo it is the Opinion 
of moſt Whigs, that it ought to be put 
in Practice. This would put us out of 
all Fear of Foreign Invaſions, or diſap- 
point all ſuch, - when © attempted ; this 

would 
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would ſoon take away the Neceſſity of 
maintaining ſtanding Armies of Mercena- 
ries, in Time of Peace: this would ren- 
der us an hundred Times more formida- 
ble to our Neighbours than we are; and 
ſecure effectually our Liberties, againſt 
any King that ſhould have a Mind to in- 
vade them, at Home; which perhaps 
was the Reaſon why ſome of our late 
Kings were ſo averſe to it; and whereas, 
as the Caſe now ſtands, ten thouſand diſ- 
ciplin'd Soldiers (once landed) might 
march without con/iderable Oppoſition, 
from one End of England, to the other, 
were our Militia well regulated, and Fire- 
arms ſubſtituted in the Place of Bills, 
Bows, and Arrows, (the Weapons in uſe 
when our training Laws were in Vigour, 
.and for which our Laws are yet-in Force) 
H 2 we 
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we need not fear an hundred thouſand 
Enemies, were it poſſible to land ſo many 
among us. 


At every Mile's End, at every River 
and Paſs, the Enemy would meet with 
freſh Armies, conſiſting of Men as well 
ſkilled in Military Diſcipline, as them- 
ſelves; and more reſolved to fight, be- 
cauſe they do it for Property ; and the 
farther ſuch an Enemy advanced into the 
Country, the ſtronger and more reſolved 
he would find us; as Hannibal did the 
Romans, when he encamped under the 


Walls of Rome, even after ſuch a Defeat 
as that of Cannes. And why? Becauſe 
they were all trained Soldiers, they were 
all Freemen that fought, pro Aris et Focis; 
and ſcorned to truſt the Preſervation of 


their 
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their Lives and Fortunes, to Mercenaries, 
or Slaves, though never ſo able bodied : 


they thought Weapons became not the 
Hands of them that had nothing to loſe, 


and upon that Account were unfit De- 
fenders of their Maſters Properties; fo 


that they never. tryed the Experiment, 
but in the utmoſt Extremity. 


That this is not only practicable, . but 
eaſy, the modern Examples of the Swi/ſers 
and Swedes, is an undeniable Indication. 
Engliſhmen have as much Courage, as great 
Strength of Body, and Capacity of Mind, 
as any People in the Univerſe : and if 
our late Monarchs had the enervating their 
free Subjects in view, that they might 


give a Reputation to Mercenaries, who 


H-4 - depended 
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depended only on the Prince for their 
Pay, (as *tis plain they had) I know no 
Reaſon why their Example ſhould” be 
followed, in the Days of Liberty, when 
there is no fuch Proſpect. The Preſerva- 
tion of the Game, is but a very ſlender 
Pretence, for omitting it. 1 hope no wiſe 
Man will put a Hare or a Partridge in 
the Balance with the Safety and Liberties 
of Engliſhmen, though; after all, tis well 
known te Sportſmen, that Dogs, Snares; 
Nets, and ſuch ſilent Methods as are daily 
put in Practice; deſtroy the Game, ten 
times more than ſhooting with Guns. 


I the reſtoring us to our old Conſti- 
tation, - in this Inſtance, were ever neceſ- 
ſary, *tis more eminently ſo, at this Time, 
when our next Neighbours of Scotland, 

are 
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are by Law armed juſt in the Manner WE. 
deſire. to be, and the Union between both 


Kingdoms not perfected. For the Mili- 


tia, upon the Foot it now ſtands, will be 
of little Uſe to us: tis generally compoſed 
of Servants, and thoſe nat always the 
fame, conſequently not yell trained; 3, ra- 
ther ſuch as wink with both Eyes at cheir 
own firing a. Muſket, and ſcarce know 
| how: tot keep: it clean, or to. chatge it 
aright. It conſiſts of People whoſe, Re- 


putation (eſpecially the Officers) has been 
induſtriouſiy diminiſhed, and tlieir / Per- 


ſons, as well as their Employment, ren- 
dered contemptible, on purpoſe w ent» 

hance the Value of thoſe chat ſerve for 
| Pay; inſomuch that few Gentlemen of 
Quality n now a- days, debale them- 


LA 
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| ſelves ſo much, as to accept of a Com- 
pany, or a Regiment, in the Militia,” 
But for all this, I can never be perſuaded 
that a red Coat and three Pence a Day, 
infuſes more Courage into the poor fewag- | 
gering Laler, than che having a Wife and 
Children, and an Eſtate, to fight for, 
with good wholſome Fare in his Kitchen, 
would into a free-born Subject; provided 
the whine were as well trained as the 
Mercenary: © 195363 35 Kin 
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. ads not * "et Officers and 
Soldiers of our moſt brave and - honeſt 
Army, to miſtake 1 me. I am not arguing 


againſt them; for I am convinced, as 
long as there is Work to do abroad, tis 


they (and not our home-dwelling F. ree- 


bolders) are moſt proper for it. Our 
War 
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War muſt now be an offenſive one; 
and what I amy pleading for, concerns 
only the bare defenſive Part. Moſt of 
our preſent Generals and Officers are filled 
with the true Spirit of Liberty, (a moſt 
rare Thing !) which demonſtrates the Fe- 
licity of her Majeſty's Reign, and her 
ſtanding upon a true Bottom, beyond 
any other Inſtance that can be given; 
inſomuch, that conſidering how great 
and happy we have been, under the Go- 
vernment of Queens, I have, ſometimes 


doubted, whether an Anti- ſalic Law would 
be to our Diladvantage. 


Moſt of theſe Officers do expect, nay 
(fo true do 1 take them to be to their 
_ Country's Intereſt) do wiſh, whenever it 
H 5 ſhall 
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ſhall pleaſe God to ſend us a Peace as may 
be relied on, both at home and abroad, 
to return to the State of peaceable Citizens, 
again; but tis fit they ſhould do ſo, with 
fuck ample Rewards for their Blood and 
Eabours, as ſhall entirely ſatisfy them. 
And when they, or the Survivors of them, 
mall return, full of Honour and Scars, 
home to their Relations, after the Fatigues 
of ſo glorious a Service to their Country are 
ended, *tis their Country's Duty to make 
them eaſy, without laying a Neceſſity 
upon them of ſtriving. for the Continu- 
ance of an Army, to avoid ftarving.. 


The Romans uſed to content them, by 
a Diſtribution of their Enemies Lands; 
and I think their Example ſo good, in 
every Thing, that we could hardly pro- 

poſe 
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poſe a better. Oliver Cromwell did, the 
like, in Ireland, to which we owe that 


Kingdom's being a. proteſtant Kingdom, 
at this Day, and. in continuing ſubject 


to the Crown of Englaud; but if it be 
too late to think of this Method, now, 
ſome other muſt be found out, by the 
Wiſdom. of Parliament, which ſhall fully 
anſwer the End. | 


Theſe Officers and Soldiers, thus ſettled 
and reduced to a civil State, would, in 
a great Meaſure, compoſe. that invinci- 
ble Militia, I am now forecaſting ; and 
by reaſon of their Skill in Military Affairs, 
would deſerve the principal Poſts: and 
Commands in their reſpective Counties : 
with this advantageous Change of their 

H = © Fete 
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Condition, that whereas formerly they 
fought for their Country, only as Soldiers 
of F ortune, now they ſhould defend it, 
as wiſe and "valiant Citizens, as Proprie- 
tors of the Eſtates they fight for; and 
chis will gain them the entire Truſt and 
Confidence of all the good People of 
England, «who whenever they come to n 
their own Minds, do heartily bate Slavery. 
The Manner and Times of aſſembling, 
with ſeveral other neceſſary Regulations, 
are only proper for the Legiſlative to fix 
and determine. 


A right big lays no Streſs upon the 
Negitimacy of the pretended Prince of 
Wales; he goes upon another Principle 
than they, who carry the Right of Suc- 
ceſſian fo far, as (upon that Score) to un 
d 
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do all Mankind. He thinks no Prince fit 
to govern, whoſe Principle it muſt be to 
ruin the Conſtitution, as ſoon as he can 
acquire unjuſt Power ſo to do. He 
judges it Nonſenſe for one to be the Head 
of 4 Church (or Defender of a Faith,) 


who thinks . himſelf bound in Duty to 


overthrow it. He never endeavours to 
juſtify his taking the Oaths to this Go- 
vernment, or 'to quiet his Conſcience, 
by ſuppoſing the young Gentleman at 
St. G ermains, unlawfully begotten ; ſince 
ꝛtis certain, that, according to our Law, 
he cannot be looked upon as ſuch. He 
cannot ſatisfy himſelf with any of the 
fooliſh Diſtinctions trumped up, of late 
Years, to reconcile: baſe Intereſt with a 
Show of Religion; but deals upon the 
Square, and plainly owns to the World, 
that 


158 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 

that he is not influenced. by any particu- 
lar Spleen : But that the Exerciſe of an 
arbitrary, illegal Power, in the Nation, 
ſo as to undermine the Conſtitution, 
would incapacitate either King James, 
King William, or any other, from being 
his King, whenever the Public has a Po- 
wer to hinder it. 


As a neceſſary Conſequence ' of this 
Opinion, a V big muſt be againſt puniſb- 
ing the Iniquity of the Fathers upon the 
Children, as we do (not only to the rh 
and fourth Generation, but) for ever; 
fince our gracious God has declared, that 
he will no more purſue ſuch ſevere Me- 
thods, in his Juſtice, but that he Sout 
that finneth, ſhall die. It is very unrea- 
ſonable, that frail Man, who has ſo often 

Necd 
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Need of Mercy. himſelf, ſhould pretend 
to exerciſe higher Severities upon his 
Fellow-creatures, than that Fountain of 


Juſtice does on his moſt wicked revolting 


Slaves. 


To corrupt the Blood of a whole Fa- 
mily, and ſend all the Offspring a beg- 
ging, after the Father's Head is taken 
off, ſeems a ſtrange Piece of Severity, 
fit to be redreſſed in Parliament; eſpe- 
cially when we come to conſider for what 
Crime this has been commonly . done. 
When Subjects take Arms againſt their 
Prince, if their Attempt ſucceeds, *tis a 
Revolution; if not, tis called a Rebellion : 
It is ſeldom conſidered, whether the firſt 
Motives be juſt, or unjuſt. Now is it 
not enough, in ſuch Caſes, for the pre- 

vailing 


* 
a . | AM ma. 
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prevailing Party to hang or behead the 
Offenders, it they can catch them, with- 
out extending the Puniſhment to innocent 
Perſons, for all Generations to come ? 


** 


The Senſe of this, made the late Bill 
of Treaſons, (though it reached not fo far 
as many would have had it) a Favourite of 
the Old Whigs ; they thought it a very 
deſirable one, whenever it could be com- 
paſſed ; and, perhaps, if not at that very 
Juncture, would not have been obtained 
at all : Twas neceſſary for two different 
Sorts of People to unite in this, in order 
for a Majority whoſe Weight ſhould be 
_ ſufficient to enforce it. And I think ſome 
Whigs were very unjuſtly reproached by 
their Brethren, as if by voting for this 
Bill, they wilfully expoſed the late King's 

Perſon 
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Perſon to the wicked Deſigns of his 'Ene- 


MICS, 0 7 


* Laſtly, the ſupporting of parliamentary 
Credit, promoting of all public Buildings 
and High- ways, the making all Rivers 
navigable, that are capable of it, employ- 
ing the Poor, ſuppreſſing dlers, reſtrain- 
ing Monopolies upon Trade, maintaining 
the Liberty of the Preſs, the juſt paying 
and encouraging of all in the public Ser- 
vice, eſpecially that beſt and uſefulleſt 
Sort of People, the Seamen : Theſe 
Joined to a firm Opinion, that we ought 
not to hearken to any Terms of Peace 
with' the French King, till it be quite out 
of his Power to hurt us, but rather to 
die in Defence of our own and the Liberties 
of Europe) are all of them Articles of my 


whiggih © 
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. whiggiſh Belief; — UH 


are heterodox. 4 


And if all theſe together amount to a 
Commonwealthſman, I ſhall never be 
aſhamed of tlie Name, tho? given with a 
Deſign of fixing a Reproach upon me, 
and ſuch as think as I do. 


Many People complain of n 
Taxes: Shade + do dun, nens mls 
Deſign ; ; but others hope thereby, to be- 
come popular; and at the ſame Time ta 
enforce a Peace. with France, before that 
Kingdom be reduced to too low a Pitch; 
fearing leſt that King ſhould be diſabled to 
accompliſh their Scheme of bringing in 
the Pretender, and aſſiſting him. 

Now 
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Now altho? tis acknowledged, that the 
Taxes lye very heavy, and Money grows 
ſcarce; yet let the Importance of our 
Mar be conſidered, together with the Oh - 
Ninacy, N and Strength of our 
Enemy can we poſſibly carry on ſuch a 
diffuſive War, without Money: in Propor- 
tion ? Are the Queen's Subjects more 
burdened, to maintain the public Liberty, 
than the French King's are;; to» confirm 
their own: lauer Not ſo: much; by 
three Parts in four, God be praiſed: Be- 
ſides, no true Engliſhmen will grudge to 
pay Taxes; whilſt he has a Penny in his 
Purſe, as long as he ſees the public Mo- 
ney well laid out for" the great Ends" for 
which it is given. 


And 
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And to the Honour of the Queen and 
her Miniſters, it may be juſtly ſaid, that 
ſince England was a Nation, never was 
the public Money more frugally managed, 
or more fitly applied. This is a farther 
Mortification to thoſe Gentlemen, who 

have Defigns in View which they dare not 
own: For whatever may be the plauſible 
and ſpecious Reaſons they give, in public, 
when they exclaim againſt the Miniſtry ; 
the hidden and true one is, that through 
the preſent prudent Adminiſtration, their 
ſo hopeſully-laid Project is in Danger of 
being quite blown up; and they begin to 
deſpair that they ſhall bring in King 
James the Third, by the Means of Queen 
Anne, as I verily believe * once had the 
Vanity to imagine. 


LETTER 


— — ——— _ 
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LETTER LXXXIX, 


THAVE been at home, theſe ſeveral 

Days, and the Silence and Quietneſs 
of my preſent Enjoyments, are Heart- 
felt, I have ſpent moſt of my Time in 
playing on my Organ, which has been 
fixed up while I was away, and ſounds 
ſweeter, methinks, here, than it did 
when I tried it in London. A clear Air 
is an Advantage. to Pipes, as well as 
Lungs, perhaps. 


Solitude has its Pleaſures, but wants its 
Satisfaions. Providence has formed all 
its Animals for Society; for this Affection 

iS 
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is not peculiar to Man, as the old Adage 
ſuppoſes, which ſays that none but a Brute 
can live alone. The Horſe will neigh, 
the Oxen low, and the Sheep bleat, if 
ſeparated from their Herds. Lock up a 
Dog, and he will howl ; but leave ano- 
ther with him, and they will play toge- 
ther, till they both fall aſleep. The Si- 
mile of a Horſe in à Pound, would loſe 
its Juſtneſs, if applied to e 


«© Nature averſe rejects divided Joys = 


And Pleaſures - which center in Self, 
muſt be very few and confined—They 
can only be multiplied and-extended, by 
tranſporting us, as it were, beyond our- 

* The Author has left out Part of this Sen- 
tence, from a fingular, but commendable Deli- 


cacy, which my Friend informs me was his diſtin- 
guiſhing Characteriſtic, 


ſelves, 
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ſelves, to foreign Objects, and enlarging 
the Circle of ſocial Aﬀections. Our 
higheſt and moſt exquiſite Joys ariſe from 
Love and Friendſhip ; ; and what are theſe 
but the preferring others to ourſelves, and 


dedicating our Lives and Intereſts, to 
theirs ? 


My Stomach has been diſturbed, by 
the Exerciſe of my Journey ; the rock- 
ing of the Waves had but only given it a 
Lullaby, and it is now become as fechy, 


again, as a Child wakened out of its 
Sleep Tis in a bad Neighbourhood 


my Heart will not ſuffer it to reſt 
Adieu. 


LETTER 
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LIE T TR NC. 


T HAVE been rendered very unhappy 

fince I came home.—The poor old 
Curate of the Pariſh I live in, died, a 
few Days ago. I could well enough have 
ſpared him, ſo that *tis not upon this Ac- 
count I grieve ; but for a Widow and 
four Children, all Daughters too, to 


make the Diftreſs the greater. 


He died, Anno triginta duo, of his 
Curacy, and ſerved his Time to eleven 
Rectors in Succeſſion ; who moſt of them 
holding Pluralities, ſeldom reſided here, 
but left the whole Benefit of preaching, 
praying, and fafting too, to my poor, 

8 „ 
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very poor,” Neighhour The Lord havt 
Mercy on the Soul of his Biſhop}: 57 


I ſhall give the Family whatever Aſ- 
fiſtance may be in my Power; but that is 
ſo very little, that it cannot much avail 
them I am a for it; but muſt com- 


lc, reſtingipt the . Will alone ; where 
Acts are not within our Power, 1 is i inter 7 
preted i in us, as e Virtue, by the 


Chriſtian Doctrine; for, if to look after 
a Woman, with Deſire, be already to con- 


mit Adultery, Why ſhould not a Wich. 4 
do Good, be already to | perform 1 it, 


alſo ? 2 
SL: Dor on e : OJ 
; S 571, 215 1 
What adds * dhe e Diltrels becauſe it 


FLOMTI 23 


increaſes the Danger, is, that two. of the 
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Girls are, leally ona Stretch forth 


Akon, 
fs l 


RECEIVED y your Letter, and thank 
you for the Contents of it, which I 


have communicated to the Poor F amily ; ; 
but without humouring your Nicety, 
upon che Occafion. 1 told them the 
Truth; z not Indeed | to purchaſe Praiſe 
or Prayer for you, but not to receive 
more of them, myſelf, than I am intitled 
to; as alſo to afford the Perſons in Di- 


refs the Comfort of thinking, that there 


are more Perſons of xr in the 


World, than one. 


You 
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Lou may poſlibly recollect ſomewhat of 
this Method of reaſoning,. as it is, in 
Subſtance, at leaſt, pretty much the ſame, 
with what you uſed to me, on a former 
ſimilar Occaſion, * I confeſs it appears 
ſtronger to me now, than it did then; 3 
but this muſt be owing only to our peg 
more nice, generally, in our own Caſe, 
than we are in that of others. a mr” 

This Subject affects me too much; but 
if my Tears were Pearls, I'd gladly 1951 

an Alms- houſe full of them. 


* In Anſwer to Letter LV III; 3 referring to the 
laſt Paragraph but one of it, WOLL 


Cighift 4 


* 14 


Fig il! EET TER 
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* 
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LETTER XCIL 


A Ei Piforder. has returned to its old | 
Haunts again. It ſeems only to 

have reſted, a while, to renew its Strength 
— Perhaps the roaring of the Sea might 
have kept it in Awe, while I was at Scar- 
borough, and it may have plucked up a 
Coward's Spirit, which is always deſpe- 
rate, on my Return to the Stillneſs of 
this Champaign Country. 8 


How 1 amuſe myſelf! And why not? 
Though there are Fools, who would laugh 
me to ſcorn for it. But I am not writing 
to the World, and you have always en- 


couraged 
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couraged me in ſach a Laborum :dalte 


lenimen. So 1 ſhall proceetl without 
either Fear or Wit. 


Not only antient Hiſtory, but the old 
Books of Phyſic, report ſuprizing Cures 
performed, by the Power of Muſic, on 
the Body, as well as the Mind. This 


Recipe is ſtiled, in the Memoirs of Lite- 


rature, Decanta re Loca dolentia. 3 The 
Word Laca, here, ſeems to denote the 
Application to have been #opicsl; which 
J ſhould imagine to be impoſſible, unlefs 
the Pain — to be in the Ears...) 


"5 By | 


1 have tried it, without Effet, in my 


own C aſe, by playing whole Moe on 
the Organ, in unabating Agony. But in 
this. I only reſemble the Swan, whoſe 


I 3 Moans 


———_— 


Wo m— — —- 


TY 


— 
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Moans are Muſic, but whoſe Melody 
cannot preſerve its Life. | 


Were my Diſorder of the nervous 
Kind, perhaps the ſymphonic Simpathy 
of 4 String Inſtrument, might be able to 
perform this miraculous Piece of Quack- | 


14 


ery ; but @ Wind one may poſſibly rather : 
foment the Pains of a Cholic. 


41 bihad the Favour of you to ſend me 
down ſome new Muſic ; I am tired of 
what I'have—I am almoſt grown out of 
Conceit with Conſtancy, as I ſuſpect it to 
be no longer a Vi irtue, becauſe it is not 
ancaded with its 0Wn Reward— 


' 


But 
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But I have promiſed never to rene iA . 


certain Subject between us, again; ſa 


- 
Adieu, 
wh ”% 3 * # = + þ 4 
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HAVE an 1 
to communicate to you; I would not 
therefore afflict you with; it, but thet [ 
conſider Friends to reſemble the Figure 
Janus, which tho? i it had twa Faces, had 


75 2 


but one Pair: of Ears. tai EieNM V2 
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The younger Aion and his Wie 
* Jin "4 


going to ſeparate. He has fair rly gi 
her the Probation of a Year and @\Day, but 
14 finds 


— 


r 
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Ends ſhe is not yet willing to conform to 
Ann. Wot 


Wedlock is a Contract for Life, they 
ſay; yet ſurely ſuch an Inſtance, as the 
_ preſent, does not infringe the Spirit of it: 


For whenever a Wife renders a Huſband 


. weary of bis, the Obligation ſhould be 
difolved, olf SA” 
K 

Fins is Mise Goes Merriage, 
which Piece-of Mythology,” x feat? is but 
tod rue 35” there ſeems to be an un- 
| lucky Moral, implied in dhe Fable, by 
there being ſo few happy ones. The 


r 94 


firſt Match ſhe 1 is recorded, by the Poets, | 


ATP Wer 


es See Better LXXI. firſt Part, and Letter 


AXXXIL, 
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Poets, to have made, was the one for 
OY the God of Storms and 01% 46h 


3 * 40 


1 is. AS 0 it is Caſe 
perhaps not but the firſt Thing that 
made her take Notice of him, as he was 
much below her Pretenſions, in Paint of 
Fortune, was the Eclat of his Amour. + 
This Circumſtance has happened to poſ- 
ſeſs her Mind with a] ealotify, ib Tate ; 
and whenever he has been abſent from 
her, for a Day, an Hour, ſhe ſurcmiſes, 
and remonſtrates; pO is, at belt," bur 


16.96 


a civilized Term for feolding.. 


* 


The very at Thing + Wie uwe b 
10 ſulſpect her ſelf. 3 * n own 


| . 1 
"TR. & wt — 10 522 


* Yirg. En. 1. v. 77. 
+ See Letter LXVI. Par, 2, 


I 5 Aﬀe ection 
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Affection and Integrity, ſhe is apt to 
-over-rate her Love and Duty; and is not 

enough aware, that without good Tem- 
per, good Breeding, and Prudence, the 
very Manners, which even thoſe charm- 
ing Principles are capable of inſpiring, 
may firſt create Offence, and I 
canfirm Diſguſt. | 


— 1 * } f 


"Women often imagine that Men : are 
drayn out, by Attractions from abroad; 
when it may be the Uneaſineſſes they meet 
with, at home, which drive them from 

thence. Man is, by Nature, a domeſtic 

Animal; and the Huſband muſt be a ſad 

Profligate, or the Wife a very Termagant, 

indeed; if his own Fire-ſide is not the 

Scene of his Choice and Happineſs. 


Terence 
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Terence ſays that Jealouſies, Strifes, 


ral to Lovers, and ſtrengthen their Af- 
fections; but he muſt be an unexperi] 


enced Philoſopher, truly, who wöuld re- 


commend them im a married Life. 

Women behave to Men, as they do to 
one another; without ever conſidering 
that they are of different Natures. Squab- 
bles, Piques, and Altercations, may be 


24 dS 


a neceſſary Cement, for Goſl PS 3 ; who, 
tike the Knights in” Rbfndnees; ke 4 


ways up in Arms lagainiſt e 
they have tried one aniothers Mettle; and 
then become Friends, for Life. But 
Wedlock is à State of Peaceg not of 
War of Love, and not of Pear! - 


-r i 20 od 08 In Julzb 08 At 
I 6 You: 


Quarrels, and Reconcilements, are natu- | 
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Tou may perceive even from theſe few 


I fear ! But all E expect from it, is, to 
have the old Proverb flung at my Head, 
of Bachelor Hives, &c.—So ſpare me, 


LETTER XCIV. 


HE Circumſtance La men- 
waned. to, you, in my laſt Letter, 
3 Report of the 
Country, only ;. but it was too well con- 
firmed: to me, ſince, by Mr. {fon, him- 
ſelf; who was with me, Yeſterday. He 

came to defire me to be one of the Tru- 


Reflections, that I have conſidered this 


- 
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Rees, in the Deed of Separation, which: 
IJ could not refuſe him. Tis a Tax up- 
on idle Men, that having no Bufineſs of 


their o-] n, chey ſhould: be th in 


that of others. 
I endeavoured to mediate a Reconci- 
liation between. the Parties, , but found it 
impoſſible. He affured me that he would 
have parted from her, before they had 
been three Months married, on Account 
of her Haughtineſs and ill Temper, but 
from the Conſideration: of her being with 
Child; and therefore reſtrained his Re- 
ſentment, till that intereſting Event was 
Over. 


He has « Gaz by bes 0 of about chree 


Months old ; and he affected me greatly, 
by 


* 4 2 — 
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by his weeping on the mention of her— 
He faid had it been a Boy, it would have 
given him much leſs Contern ; as fuch a 
Criſis as this, -might be a Matter of little 
| Conſequence to him, either in Youth; or 
Manhood ; but that it was a nice and ten- 
der Affair for a Girl, to be reared up and 
introduced into the World, by a Mother 
under ſuch unhappy Circumſtances. 


- He then comforted hamfelf with the old 
Superſtition of Deſtiny ; ſaid it was his 
Fate to have got a Wife, with a Fortune 
beyond his Merits or Expectations, and 
it was his Fate alſo, to loſe them both 
again for he is reſolved not to withold a 
Shilling of her Portion But I told him 
mat his Doctrine could be only the Faith 
af a Pagan, which ſuppoſed Fats to 
over- rule 
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over-rule the Gods; for that tho' Mar- 
riages might be made, in Heaven, they 


certainly were unmade, in Hell. 


He wiped his Eyes, forced a Smile, 
took Leave, and departed ; every one of 


which I _ Ne at preſent; ſo 
** ee Farewel. 


e A. n e e - 


THANK you extremely for your 
charming Letter, upon the Subjects of 
my laſt. I thank you doubly, as it may 
poſſibly be of ſervice to another. In the 
Midſt of the ſecond Page, I rang the 
Bel and ordered an Expreſs to be got 
ready, 
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ready, to ſend it off incloſed to our poor 
Friend, Aſton. 


It may have its Effect; tis ſtronger 

and places Things in a better Light, than 
any of the Arguments I was able to urge 
to him, myſelf, when he was here laſt ; 
and he has ever marked a particular De- 
| ference towards your Perſon and Opi- 
nions, even before you had aſſumed the 
reſpectable Character you have lately 
taken upon you. 


What you ſay, upon that Part of my 
Letter which mentions Mr. Afon's ac- 
quieſcence under the Decrees of Faze,, 
is both ingenious and concluſive, upon a 
Subject which. is of infinite Conſequence 
to Mankind, Such an Opinion muſt de- 

{troy 
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ſtroy all Prudence, Induſtry, Forecaſt, 
Morality, and Religon. Society could 
not ſubſiſt, under ſuch an Error. 


Nothing can poſſibly be ſo abſurd, 
as the Denial of Free-will, to Man; 
except it may be exceeded, by a ſerious 
Attempt to prove a ſelf-evident Propoſi- 
tion, which we have an innate Conſciouſ- 
neſs of, in our own Breaſts. Does it re- 
quire an Argument, to demonſtrate our 
Exiſtence 7 Man, we may affirm to be 
more free than God himſelf. He may do 
wrong, as well as right—The Deity 
EST 20 MOR 
lam impatient to hear Mr. Mon's Re- 
ſolves, upon your Letter, but hope he 
will not frame them ſuddenly ; to prevent 
| which, 
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which, I ordered the Meſſenger to return 
the Moment he delivered the Letter, leſt 
he miglir think himſelf preſſed for an 
Anſwer; and as he is more intereſted 
in the Matter, the Arguments, perhaps, 
may not produce ſo ready an Aſſent from 
_ Pet En GED 1 % 


Farewel. 
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E 1 had 8 Vanig of Vanities 
performed i in this N cighbourhood, 
Yeſterday —a moſt ſuperb F uneral, It 


was at the burying of Mr. L—, who 
thou gh he lived poorly, all his Lite, 


was reſolved, it ſeems, to go out of the 
p World, 
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World, in State; for this ſhameful Article 
of Expence was intailed on his Executors, 
by his Will, 


He'has died extremely rich, they ſay, 
and has bequeathed the Sum of ten thou- 
ſand Pounds, to different charitable Foun- 
dations; though he was never known to 
have given an Alms, in his Life. He 
is reported not to have made his Fortune 
in the faireſt Way, as he had no obvious 
Means of doing it, but by public Truſts, 
and private Confidences. | | 


This may account for the Prudence 
of not making any Diſplay of Affluence, 
during his Life; and his large Dona- 


tions, at his Death, may, I tear, be con- 
ſidered 
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fidered but as Compromiſes, or Commuta- 
tions. Theſe are wretched Salvos ! 


Men do with their Souls, as they do 
with their Bodies. They live in Luxury 
and Indolence, till they contract ſome 
dangerous Diſorder, and then apply them- 
ſelves to Medicine; ſo they continue in 
vicious Habits, all their Lives, and then 
bequeath Churer to * off nenne 


But neither Health nor Heaven are to 
be an een like Land, by the Lump; 
and Abſtinence and Exerciſe are as re- 
quiſite to the ſecond Enjoyment, as to 
the Poſſeſſion of the firſt. Tis not the 


Charity, but the Diſpoſition which inclines 


to it, that is our Merit to Salvation; 


and, 


N - -  - on 
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and this is only to be obtained, by Habit 
and Practice, | 


The Rabbins ſeem to have a juſt No- 
tion on this Subject; as one of their 
Maxims is, that a thouſand Pounds given 
away, at once, has net half the 8 pirit of 
Charity in it, thai there would be in Pro- 
portiomng it out in Alms of twenty Shil- 
linge, a Day. 


Who knows but I may go into Orders, 
myſelf, one of theſe Days ? for I ſeem to 
be practiſing Sermons, now and then, in 
my | Correſpondence with you; in the 
mean Time you are welcome to my 


Notes, as I am yours, truly, in every 


Thing. 


Adieu. 
LETTER 
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LETTER . XCVIL. 


IX. Afon was with me, this Morn- 
ing, and deſires me to make his 


ſincere Acknowledgements to you, for 
the friendly and chriſtian Part you have 
taken, in his difficult Affair. He is much 
obliged to you for the Letter, as it has 
afforded him the further Opportunity of 
acquitting himſelf to his own Honour, 
and of vindicating his Conduct to the reſt 
of the World; tho? it has unhappily 
produced no other good Conſequence. 


He profited of your Advice, with Re- 
card to his Behaviour towards his Wife; 


and eyen proceeded fo far, as to lay your 


Letter 
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Letter before her, in order to ſhew her 
the Opinion of a. virtuous and impartial 
Perſon, upon this Subject. 

But this had no other Effect, than to 
raiſe her Reſentment, even to Intempe- 
rance—She will not acknowledge herſelf 
to be in the leaſt Manner of Fault ; bur 
lays the whole Blame of their preſent Si- 
tuation, to the Account of his want of 
Love and Reſpert for her. 


In ſhort, 'tis certain that ſhe loves her 
Huſband, and is not a Libertine ; but 
Pride added to Paſſion 1s too ſtrong 
for either her Affection or Virtue— Tis a 
very melancholy. Caſe, and the Deeds of 
Separation are preparing. Adieu. 


LETTER 


| 
| 
| 
| 
: 
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LETTER Xvi. 


T H E Articles of Intelligence you ſent 

me, laſt Poſt, have given me great 
Offence Can there be ſuch Villains, in the 
World ? Yes, thereare—onehears ſomany 
Stories of the Kind, every Day, that it 
might appear to be an Affectation of In- 
nocence, to pretend to be ignorant of 
them | 


But yet, I really feel myſelf ſurprized, 
whenever I am told of ſuch Inftances— 
Some Coward ſays, in a Play, Lord, 
now, if I don't wonder what makes Man 
ſo ſtout.” And one may aſk, ſurely, 
4.4 | without 
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without boaſting of more than ordinary 
Virtue, what can maks Men Such Rares 


CJ 01 10 e120 51e — ict 1 141 117 


. The only: Solution of which Difficulty, 


2 71 dads 10 29 ki i", 0. r' 00 l 1 


muſt be given, by aſking anoth er Que- 


CZ AS 3. 


ſtion, What occaſions foine Wretches to 


* DS @4 * — 


be born Monſters ? To which, 1 think, 
we may Fairy anſwer, not the (original 
Deſign of their F ormation, ws , "bis ac- 
cidental Warpings in their Conception, 
for which the Laws of Nature are not ac- 
countable, A Deformity of Mind may 
be as fortuitous, as one of the Body. 


But a thouſand ſuch Stories of bad 
Men ſhall never tempt me to think in of 
human Nature, in Honour of their 
Creator; beſides I would not receive ſuch 
an Impreſſion on my Mind, for the Poſ- 

Vou. II. K ſeſſion 
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ſeſnom of all the World; becauſe it could 
tber eld ine tio Enjoyment ;/ for of what 
Ayail would Empire, Power, or Riches, 
beyond the common Requiſttes o Life, 
be to me, except to render Mankind hap- 
py? And what Heart ſhould I have to 


Wim, or err them ſo, had I conceived 
anill inion of them, in general? | 


This Subject is een to either 

of us. S0 I ſhall put an End to it, by 

bidding you moſt heartily | 
Farewel. 


LETTER 
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. 2 14 


LETTER Ten. 
JAM juſt returned from Mr. Aire 
where I was ſummoned, Yeſterday, to 


attend the ſigning and ſealing of che Deed 
of Separation. It was 4 moſt irkſome 


= - 


Office. I think I ſhould have carried my- 


ſelf through, with more Spirit, had 1 been 
Second in a Duel. The Lady did not 
appear; the Witneſſes carried the Wri- 
tings up to her Apartment, and ſhe e per- 
fected them there. 


Mr. Afton's Hand ſhook, when he took 
up the Pen, and he dropped Tears on the 
Paper. I did not enquire, or hear, hv 
ſhe behaved on the Occaſion— As ſoon as 

K 2 | the 
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the Attorney retired, Mr. Afton went up 
to take Leave of her; and ſhe * out, 
ann for Londen K 


— 


1 ſtaid with him, till this Morning, and 


bent the Hours but dully—but 1 had 


— 


"ſome Amends made me, on my Return, | 
by receiving your Letter, dated from 
———— I wiſh you Joy of your ha- 


ving taken Poſſeſſion of your Rectory; 
and am alſo charmed with the Deſcription 


you give. of your Parſonage-houſe, Glebe, 


Et paulum Silvz ſuper his foret 


and other Circumſtances of Situation. 


Tis exactly the Hoc erat in Votis, of Ho- 
rac; it ſeems to be almoſt a literal Tran- 


lation of that Paſſage. * And I dare ſay 


Hoc erat in Votis; modus Agri non itamagnus, 
Hortus ubi, & tecto vicinus jugis aque f fons, 


Sat. VI. Lib. II. 


8 2 8 that 
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that you could repeat the reſt of the 


Lines, both with a ſafe, and _— 
Conſcience. 


? 
. 


1 accept. your Invitation, moſt readily, 


and ſhall partake of your Hoſpitality, as 
ſoon as I can, after I have received a Viſit 


from Mr. 2 6 arſon, my Scarborough Ac- 
quaintance and F ellow-traveller 3 whom 


1 aſked to ſpend a few Days with me, 
when we were on the ou HG, and 
expect every Hour. 


Adieu Adieu. 


K-39 ⁵ LETTER 
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LETTER c. 


M R. Pearſon, has been with me, theſe 
three Days, and. the widowed 


Afton is here toa; I ſent to him the Mo- 
ment the. former arrived thought 
Company would amuſe him and, it did 
ſo ; for he has been ſeemingly chearful, , 
"ns fince he came ; but not in his former 
Stile of Spirits; there was. Seriouſneſs 


enougli mixed with it, to prevent its riſing 
to Mirth. 


I like this Manner in him; it has ad- 
ded an Eſteem to my former Affection 
for him. To be ſenſible of Misfortunes, 
is to bear them lite Men, I pity thoſe 
who 
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whe: appear wholly capquered by. them z 
but: I deſpiſe. thoſe cho ſeem to havd re- 
ceived no Imꝑreſſion from tham. They 
ſhould ever be conſidered as. Inſlictions, 
and ought ora n Hu- 
miliy. 


* 
Ss * 13 F p 
p L 1.4 - 4 * # (s 113: A 13 


£ 


he firſt: Moment he and I. were alone 
together, he began to, ſpeak. of his Aff 
fair; but I; put a Stap 10 the Subject, 
by intreating him never to mention it 


iti 


The cli « Matter ab. Qiſencs, 
is apt to giue us too unfair an Advantage, 
over the adverſe Party; for we are ſure 


to defend burſelves e with" Farmtb,” and 
to accuſe the other; with Hear, This. 
OY K 4 often 
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often leads vs co dhünk ourſelves /00 much 
in the Right;:and tho other tas much in the 
vrbüg . In this Caſe our Paſſions, being 
under no Controul, perform the Part of 
Witneſs, Judge and Jury, and $ring in guil- 
ty, of Courſe, againſt the Adverſary. . . 


*- Frequent Difquiſitions, (which are ge- 
nerally Inquifitious,) of this Kind, are dan- 
gerous, and imprudent ; for by fupning 
Piques imo Reſentments, they naturally 
confirm Dilguſt; and render Enmity per- 
petual ; which ought never to laſt; byt 
till the Offendee becomes calm, and the 
-Offender penitent Af ohe can. diſtinguiſn 
Which is hich z a NMatter aftin difficult. 
Sl 93s  2W7 20 t 1 Jh 2112 
[ Mr. Pearſos- brought | 4 Book in his 
2 that is „* publiſned. Tis a 


T 2. 35.9 


7 
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Tranſlation of the Tales of Marmontel,, Tis 
but a ſad Affair Upon peruſing. it—I 


could not help recollecting Lord Mole/- 


wortb's Tract, which I ſent you lately, as 


to a Paſſage in it which ſpeaks of ſuch. 
Attempts. None, certainly, wo are not 
capable of writing well, themſelves, can 
| ever be able to make a VP. I 


Somebody lays, © 6 that 0 copy a. Pitt 


i [63 3:51 
'tis neceſſary one ſhould I 3 
97 
N . W blog 31 ave T luv cue 


I 


Mr. "Parſon x goes | home, To-morrow, 


7 8 8 2 

and has engaged Mr. Afton and n me to re- 
iv , : v3 4 W Ut od. 

turn with him. Ti is s about b 


. * 
* * B * 16 22 4 


on my Route to you; 1 ſhall 2 


take the Advantage of it, and pay my Vi 
fit from thence. I ſhall carry Afton on 


with.me to you; I aſked him, juſt now, 
K 5, as 
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0 I was fitting down to write, and he has 
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'LETTER CL 


His Manſion of Mr. Pearſon's is 
not a pleaſant one. It had been an 
aid Monaſtery, Bes low, and is choaked 
up with Trees. It would therefore be a 
diſmal Situation for thoſe who ſpend their 
Time looking out of the Windows ; but for 
thoſe who would look within, there is a 
; fpacious Library, well ſtored, and where 
the ſembre Caſt of the Place rather aſſiſts. 
Contemplation. 


There 
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There are ſame. dry Walks bene #9 


and all the Grounds are good; winks" 
where. Beggars were Chuſers, in former 
Times; for Prieſts were both; then. 


Our Landlord is an eaſy, rational, well 
informed Man, who has given himſelf up 
fo much to Study, that it has impaired his 


Health. This, he told us, he did. not do, 


till his Wife died, about ſeven Vears ago. 
He ſaid. be had never been remarkably 


fond of reading, before; but this ſevere 


Loſs inſpired him with aiſerious r vf 
Mind; he found a widowed Life an un- 
comfortable State; and ſo became wedded 
AE Og" 
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Fe Ras 4 large Fortune, and only one 
hid; a fine Boy of about ten Years old, 
| ſchooled at | Wincheſter; but at home now, : 
For a few. Days We have amuſed our- 
ſelves witk taking a Match between him 
and Miſs Afton, ſome fifteen Years hence.. 
So, I think, begins ſome Novel, F Have 
read, long ago. e ee nen 


e: eile b4 4 Þ by 
. 


4 1 (1 3560 
£: 
J e 


LETTER cn. 


M. Pearſon Weesen dest in _ 


lecting and preſerving every little 
fugitive Piece he has met with, of any 
Merit, ever ſince he had. addicted him- 
{lf to Letters : and ſuch Perſons are of 
great Uſe often, in Society. Many Wri- 

2M tings 


— us-aant ata 
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tings: may thus be reſcued from Oblivion, 
which deſerve to be ſo; for what has 
pleaſed of old, may pleaſe anew, if not 
ſeen before; and a Piece is as but juſt 
written, to bim by whom it. is but Juſt 
EL eto | 


TI met t with a Thing among his Col- 
Ection, chis Morni ng. which I had never 
ſeen before, nor do 1 believe it is any 
where elſe in Print, at preſent, and I got 
little Pearſon to copy it out for you.. 


It is Sir Wi Mam Petty's Advice, for 
che Advancement of Learning, which 
bas great good Senſe in itſelf, and is wor- 
| thy of being added as a Supplement to 
Bacon's Inſtauration of Sciences, 


If 
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I T find any other Tract here that may 
entertain you, I ſhall ſend or bring you a 
Copy of it—Ffex ſalutes, you. | 


P. S. It is not faid to whom, nor up- 
on what Occaſion, the incloſed Piece was 
written, nor why Sir William ſhould begin 
it with the plural Number of the Pro- 
noun. 


je recommend the Inſtitution of an 
| Office of Common Addreſs, whereby the 
Wants and Deſires of all may be made 
known unto al ; | where Men may know 
what is already done, in the Buſineſs of 
Learning; what is at preſent in doing, 
and what is intended to be done: To the 
End that by fuch a general Communica- 


tion: 
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tion. of Deſigns: and mutual Aſſiſtance, 
| the Wits. and Endeavours of the World 
may no longer be as ſo many ſcattered 
Coals or Firebrands ;. which for Want of 
Union are:ſoon-quenched ; whereas being 
but laid together, they would have yield- 
ed a comfortable Light and Heat. For, 
methinks the preſent. Condition of Men is. 
like a Field where a Battle hath been. late- 
ly fought, where we may ſee many Legs: 
and Arms lying here and there, which. 
for Want of a Union and a Soul to quick- 
en and enliven them, are good for nothing 
but to feed Ravens, and infe& the Air; 
fo we ſce many Wits and Ingenuities lying 
ſcattered up and down the World, where- 
of ſome are now labouring to do, what is. 
already done, and puzzling themſelves to 
invent, what is already invented: Others 

| WEE 
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we ſee ſtuck quite faſt in Difficulties, for 
want of a few Directions which ſome 

other Man (might he be met withal) both 
could and. would moſt: eaſily give him. 
Again, one Man wants a ſmall Sum of 
Money to carry on ſome Deſign, that re- 
quires it; and there is perhaps another, 
who has twice as much ready to beſtow on 
the ſame Defign : But theſe two having 
no Means to meet with each other, the 
good Work intended and deſired by both 
Parties, doth. utterly periſh: and come to 


 .  *" Having by this Means of the Office, 

procured Workmen,. and whatever is ne- 
ceſſary to the Work, then I: adviſe to la- 
bour how to find out ſuch Arts, as are yet 
undiſcovered ; how to learn what is ab 


ready; 


ww be 
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ready known, by more compendious and 
eaſy Ways, and to apply it to more, and 
more noble Uſes; and how to work in 
Men a higher Eſteem for Learning, ſo 
as to give Occaſion, Encquragement, and 
Opportunity, to more Perſons: to apply 
_ themſelves to ĩts Advancement. 


3 


44 


4 « The veer Thing i be, firſt, to ſee 
| what! is well and ſufficiently done already, 
exploding whatſoever i is nice, contentious, 
and merely Phantaſtical. This Survey 
may be made, by peruſing all Books and 
taking Notice of all Mechanical Inven- 
tions. In this Peruſal all the real or expe- 
rimental Learning may be fifted and col- 
JcRedout of the ſaid Volumes. There muſt 
be appointed able Readers of all ſuch 
Works, with certain and well limited 
e Directions 


” #% 
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Directions what to collect out of them. 
Every. Book muſt be ſo read by two ſe- 
veral Perſons: apart, to prevent My 
ſtakes and Failings from the ſaid Direc- 
tions. The Directions for Reading muſt 
be ſuch, as the Readers, obſerving; them 
may exactly agree in their Collections 
Out of theſe Notes, one Book, or great 
Work may be made, though conſiſting of 


many Volumes. The moſt artificial In- 


dexes, Tables, or other Helps, for the 


ready finding, remembering, and well 
underſtanding all Things contained in 
theſe e muſt be N and ha, 
in Practice. e 

| Th 1% it . 

cc Having thus taken the Height or 
Pitch herehnto all Arts and Sciences 
whatſoever are already come, and obſerved 


where 
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where they now ſtick, the ableſt Men (at 
leaſt two or three) in every reſpective Fa- 
culty, muſt be ſet apart to drive them on 
further. 


And now we ſhall think of whetting 
our Tools, and preparing ſharp Inſtru- 
ments for this hard Work, by delivering 
our Thoughts concerning Education; 
which are; 


That there be inſtituted Literary 
Workhouſes, where Children may be 
taught as well to do ſomething towards 
their living, as to read and write. 


That the Buſineſs of Education be 
not (as now) committed to the worſt and 
unworthieſt of Men, but that it be ſe- 

| riouſly 
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rioufly ſtudied: and practiſed, by the beſt 
and abler Perſons. 2 


40 That all Children, wr PRES Years 
old, may be preſented to this Kind of 
Education, none being to be excluded by 
Reaſon of the Poverty and Inability of 
their Parents; for hereby it hath come to 
paſs, that many are now holding the 
Plough, which might have been made fit 
to ſteer the State. 


« © That ſince * Children _ Need 
of reading, before they know, or can be 
acquainted with, the Things they have 
read of; or of writing before their 
Thoughts are worth the recording, or 
they are able to put them into Form, 
which we call inditing; our Opinion is, 

that 
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that thoſe Things being above their Ca- 
pacity, be deferred a while, and others 
more needful for them, ſuch as are in the 
Order of Nature before thoſe aforemen- 
tioned, and are attainable by the Help of 
Memory, which is either moſt ſtrong or 
unpreoccupied in Children, be ſtudied 
before them ; we wiſh therefore that the 
Educands be taught to obſerve and 
remember all ſenſible Objects and Actions, 
whether they be natural or artificial, 
which the Educators muſt upon all Occa- 


ſions expound unto them. 


That they uſe ſuch Exerciſes, both 


at Work and Recreations, as tend to the 


Health, Agility, and Streogth of their 


&« That 
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That they be taught to read by 
much more compendious Means, than 
are in common Uſe. = 


“That they be taught to write ſwiftly, 
and in real Characters, and in «due Pro- 
, portion. | 


l 
: 
ö 
(- 
: 
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That in no Caſe the Art of Draw- 
ing and Deſigning be omitted, to what 
Courſe of Life foever thoſe Children are 
to be applied; ſince the Uſe thereof, for 
expreſſing the Conceptions of the Mind, 
ſeems to be little inferior to that of wri- 


ting, and in many Caſes performs what 
cannot be done by Words. 


« That the Elements of Arithmetic 
and Geometry, be by all ſtudied, being 


not 
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not only of great Uſe in all human Af- 
Fairs, but alſo ſure Guides and Helps to 
| Reaſon, ard eſpecial Remedies for a vo- 
| latile and unſteady Mind. 


| That effectual Courſes! be taken to try 
| the Agilities of the Bodies and Minds of 
Children, the Strength of their Memory, 
Inclination of their Affections, either to 
Vice or Virtue, and to which of them in 
particular, and to alter what is bad in 
them, and to improve what is good, ap- 
plying all, whether good or bad, to the 


leaſt Inconvenience, and moſt Advantage. 


That ſuch as have any natural Abili- 
ty and Fitneſs to Muſic, be encouraged 
and inſtructed therein. | | 


« That 
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That all Children, though of the 
higheſt Rank, be taught ſome genteel 
Manufacture, in their Minority; ſuch, as 
are turning of curious Figures. 


« Making Mathematical Inſtruments, 
Dials, and how to; uſe them in Aſtrono- 
mical Obſervations. | 

Making Watches, and other trochi- 
ic we 
| | 25 n 1 i : 1 25 I 

Limning, and painting on Glaſs, or 
in Oil Colours. | | 


* Graving, etching, carving, emboſ- 
fing, and molding in ſundry Matters. 


« The | 
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2 The Lapidaries Art of knowing, 


"Tif:05 i 23 


cutting, and ſetting Jewels, 
k's 140 0 21.4 146 FRI 


6 Grinding of Glaſſes, W and 
| WLEWE' ti, 
catoptrical. 


* Botanicks and Gardening. 


* e de Aer 


2 
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“ Navarchy, and making Models for 


* 4% 
* 
VI N 6 


« The Confectioners, Perfumers, or 
wad S Arts. 


— 


* Chymiſtry, refining. Metals, and 
counterfeiting Jewels, 


Vor. II. L * Anctomy, 


_—_ 
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> de” Anatomy, making Skeletons, and 
excarnating Bowels. 


« Making Mariners Compaſſes, Globes, | 


« And all for theſe Reaſons. 


« They ſhall be leſs ſubject to be im- 
poſed on by Artificers. 


4 They will become more induſtrious, 
in general. 


They will adit bring to paſs moſt 
excellent Works, being, as Gentlemen, 
ambitious to excel ordinary Workmen. 


They 


| 
| 
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They being able to make Experi- 
ments themſelves, may do it with leſs 
Charge and more Care, than others will 
do it for dm. LE 


« It may engage them to | be Aar. 
noſes and Faden of Arts, 


<« It will keep them from 0 Occa- 
ſions of ſpending their Time and Eſtates. 


As it will be a great Ornament in 


Proſperity, ſo it will be a great Refuge and 
Stay in ee my ee Cala- 
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1 SEND yo u two other extraordinary 


2 nnr 
given 


Papers, that Mr. Pearſon. has gi 


e744 10 e. te 


me Permiſſion to get copied out for you, 
by my young Amanuenſis, which I think 
will greatly entertain you. 


The firſt is "the Character and De- 
ſcription of Monſieur Voltaire, ſent to 
"England," many Tears ago, by 4 Mem- 
ber of the Royal Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, at Berlin, and imputed to the 


preſent King of Pruſſia. 


4 14 51 rr » 
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The ſecond was witten, in Conſe- 
4 ere 6f che- firſe, by an AGAR 
Perſon; and is the Character of his Ma- 

jeſty, in- a Better addrefied: to ine * 
but Which was "_ pace groth 
44127] 169% 9M 10 Bt: AL H: vibe! 
1 ae o welb able to 
ſpeak for themſelves, that I heed not take 
the Trouble of making any Comment on 
them, but ſhall bid you ey e 8 


2 I ; „ 
11 fr | 
is ** 
Fe M. de Voltaire is below at of 


tall Men, or, in other Werds, a kttle 
above thoſe of; a middling Size; he is 
extremely thin, and of an aduſt Tem- 
-perament, hot and atrabilidus; his Vi- 


L 3 ſage 
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_ ſage id meagre, his Aſpect ardent and 
penetrating, and there is a malignant 
Quickneſs in his Eye.: The ſame Fire 
Actions, which are lively, even to Ab- 
ſurdity: He is a Kind of Meteor, perpe- 
tually coming and going with a quick 
Motion and a un 9 that 
We retour . i 


A Man has ae cannot 1 
being a Valetudinarian; the Blade eats 
away the Scabbard: Gay by Complexion, 
grave by Regimen; open without Frank- 
neſs ; politic without Neſinement; ſoci- 
able without Friends: He knows the 
World, and he forgets it: In the Morn- 
ing he is Ariſtippus, and Diogenes at 
Night. He loves Grandeur, and de- 

ſpiſes 
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ſes the great: With his Superioss, hjs 
Carriage is eaſy, but with his Equals, 
conſtrained : He is firſt polite, then cold, 
then diſguſting. 


He loves the Court, -yet grows weary 
of it: He has Senſibility, without Con- 
nections, and is voluptuous without Paſ- 
ſion. He is attached to nothing by 
Choice, but to every Thing thro? Incon- 
ſtancy. As he reaſons without Principle, 
his Judgment has its Intervals, like the 
Folly of others. He has a clear Head, 
but a corrupt Heart. He thinks of eve- 
ry Thing, and treats every 1 with 
Derifion. 

_ He is a Libertine, without a Conſtitu- 
tion for Pleaſure ; and can moralize, with- 
L 4 out 
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out Morality. His Vanity is exceſlive, 
but his Avarice ſtill greater ; he therefore 


writes leſs for Fame, than Money, for 
which he may be ſaid, both to hunger 
and thirſt. Hei is in haſte to work, that 
hen may haſte to Ive: He was made to en- 
Joy, and determir nes only to hoard. Such 


is s the Man, and ſuch i is the. Aurhor. 


Ma is no other Poet in the World 
whoſe Verſes coſt him ſo little Labour; 
but this Facility of Compoſition, hurts 
Him, becauſt lie abuſes it: As there is but 
Attle for Art to ſupply, he is content that 
little fhould be wanting; therefore moſt 
of his Pieces are unfiniſhed. But, tho 
he is an eaſy, ingenious and eMifant W ri- 
tet of Poetry, his principal Excellence 
would be Hiſtory, if he made fewer 

Reflections, 
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Reflections, and drew: no Parallels; in 
both of which, however, he has ſometimes 
been very happy. In his laſt Work, he 
has imitated the Manner of Baye, of 

whom, even in his Cenſure of him, he 
has exhibited a Copy. 


It has been long ſaid, chat for an Hif. 
torian to be. without Prejudice; he muſt. 
neither have Religion. nor Country; and 
in this Reſpect, M. Voltaire has made 
great Advances toward Perfection. He 
cannot be accufed of bring à Partiſan, 

to his own Nation; he is rather like old 
Fellows, extollingz the Times Pat, and, 
abuſiag the preſear.. He. is dilated. 
vith his own Country, and lay Inks, 
praiſe of thoke that are a chovſind Le 
off: and. as to eligion, TINT is in : has i. 
oy L 5 evidently. 
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evidently undetermined; and would cer- 
tainly, be the neutral and impartial Per- 
fon ſo much deſired, but for a little Leven 
of Anti-Fanſeniſm, which appears very 
plainly diſtinguiſhed in his Works.“ 


Voltaire has much foreign, and much 
French Literature; nor is he deficient in 
that Sort of mixed Erudition, that is now 
fo much in Faſhion, He is a Politician, 
a Naturaliſt, a Geometrician, or whatever 
elſe he pleaſes ; but he is always ſuperficial, 
becauſe he is not able to think deeply. 


be allowing him. no Charadter in Religion, 
but from his Oppoſition to a particular dect, is a 


fine Satirical Stroke. Futkr, in his Remains, 
which was publiſhed long fince this Writing, ſays 
the ſame, in other Worde, in his Chapter of the 
Anabaptiſt. He is rather a Renegado to one 
any Dy than 2 Foevert ts another, | 
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He could not, however, flourifh as he 
does, upon theſe Subjects, without great 
Ingenuity, 


lis Taſte is rather delicate, than Juſt 3 
he is a witty_Satyriſt, a bad Critic, and 
a Dabbler in the abſtracted Sciences; Ima- 
gination is his Element, and yet, ſtrange 
as it is, he has no Invention. He is 
reproached with continually paſſing from 
one Extreme to another z now a Philan- 
thropiſt, then a Cynic ; now an exceflive 
Encomiaſt, than an outrageous Satyriſt. 


In a Word, Voltaire would fain be an 
extraordinary Man; and an extraordi- 
Man he moſt certainly is 


— 4 
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2 12 NUMBER, II. 


SIRE, Jan. 1, 1757. 
I mer late with Paper, intitled The 
Deſcription and Character of M. Voltaire, 
by a great Prince, which I hear has been 
univerſally attributed to. your Maj eſty. 
I never read any Thing, in any Lan- 
guage, which contained more true Wit, 
or finer Satire. Every Sentence is fea- 
ſoned with Attic Salt, is compleat in itſelf, 4 
and, like the Diviſions of Matter, compre- 
hends all the P of Wit, in Mi- 
niature. It has remarkable Strength, yet 
is diffuſe at the ſame Time; for your Ma- 
jeſty's Genius, like. the Spring of the Air, 


gains Elaſticity, by Expanſion. 


Th 
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The antient Poets and Hiſtorians have- 
left us ſeveral ſtrong marked Characters; 
the beſt of which fall extremely ſhort. of. 


this of Voltaire. FHorace's Tigellias has 


but a ſlight Sketch of it ; and the higheſt. 
Characteriſtic. in Salluſt's Cataline, alieni 
appetens, ſui Profi ;ſus, does not come 


up to this Paſſage, 0e Attached to nothing, 
by Choice, but to every Thing, through 


Inconſtancy ;” with many others. 


Your Majeſty's own: Character is, cer. 
tainly the greateſt, - of any in " Enroge, 
either of this Age, or the laſt; as it com- 
prehends the King, the Soldier, and the 
Scholar. A fuperficial Hiſtorian would 
be tempted here, to draw a Parallel be- 


tween your Majeſty, and Lewis the Four- 


teenth; becauſe he was alſo, a Monarch, 


a. War- 
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a warlike Prince; and a Patron of Arts 
and Sciences. A King he was, indeed; 
he had a noble, generous, and a magnifi- 
cent Soul! So far the Compariſon holds, 
with equal Advantage to you both : But 
his Generals only fought, you are the 
General yourſelf; his Love of Letters, 
like his Faith, was implicit, yours, like 
your Religion, founded on Knowledge. 


The Parellel with Ceſar would anſwer 
in every Particular, except that he fought 
to enſlave his Country; you to keep yours 
free: that he to a ſingle Province reduced 
the vaſt Roman Empire; while you have 
raiſed a ſingle Province to be the Arbiter 
of Europe. . His Veni, Vidi, Vici has an 
affected Quaintneſs in it, that diſguſts ; 
Veni, Vici, would have been better, even 

| in 
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in the laconic Stile he aimed at: but 
Ceſar left this for your Motto; Vidi, 
alludes to his having reconnoitred the 
Enemy; which was one Proceſs more 
than your Majeſty waited for, in your late 
Expedition,* who engaged without re- 
card to Numbers For the Die was caft. 


Your Majeſty's perſonal Bravery, with 
the Quickneſs of your Reſolves, and the 
Briſkneſs of your Execution, tempt me 
to a Compariſon with the gallant Swede, 
for the military Part of your Character: 
but here, as in the former Inſtances, how 
high does your Majeſty rife above the 
Parallel! You are, indeed, Charles the 
Twelfth; but you are Charles the Twelfth, 


* The firſt Action againſt the Saxons, 


232 ORIGINAL LETTERS: 

in his Senſes. Charles: fought for Fame; 
you for. Glory: he for other Countries; 
you for your own :: he for himſelf; you 
for your People: his Heroiſm was ac- 
cording to antient Precedent; yours 
creates. a Precedent for future Times: 


Cbarles was an Heathen Heroe; you are 


a Chriſtian one; and under this Charac- 


ter, I hope ſoon to ſee you at the Head 
of a Proteſtant: League, in Germany; a 


ſecond Godfrey of Buloigne, and Cham 
pion mY _ civil and, OR Liberries ; 


« — 


80 fartbavel 3 your Maidty's: 


Charter from public Fame, as an: 
Hiſtorian ; and I dare ſay, that if I had the 
Happineſs of being acquainted with the 
Private Anecdotes of your Life; I ſhoud 
have 


N 
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have art Opportunity of expatiating more 
fully, as a Biographer; for Naturaliſts 
obſerve, that the Spars which riſe into 


Day, as the Miners expreſs it, are certain 
Te * a rich Ore beneath. 


It is, n a — Luckineſs 
to live in an heroick Age; and though 
1 am not infected with the Patridoligo- 
re/;s * of Voltaire, I cannot help feeling a 
kind of Regret that I had not the For- 
tune of being born your Majeſty” Sub- 
ject ; which being ſpoken by an Engliſh- 
man, and living under the Reign of 
George the Second, is as high : a Compli- 
ment as can poſlibly be paid to perional 
Merit. 


L Contemptus-Patriæ. See Page 225, and laſt 
Lines. 


: But, 
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But though I-haye not the Honour 
of being your Majeſty's Subje2, I ſhall 
attempt an higher Ambition, even that of 
making you mine: for 1 am buſied in 
collecting Materials toward writing your 
Majeſty's Life, with the connected Hiſ- 
tory of your Times; and ſhall thus en- 
deavour to ſhrowd myſelf under the full 
Sails of your Fame, to waft my adjefive 
Name down to lateſt Poſterity. 


By the Calculations that have been 
made upon the prophetical Chronology of 
the ſacred Writings, we are taught to be- 
lieve, that this World is only to ſubſiſt 
about two Centuries ; and the Apoca- 
lypſe likewiſe declares, that there will be a 
gathering in of all Nations, ſo as to be- 
come of one Faith, ſome conſiderable 

Time 
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Time before the Diſſolution of this earth- 
by . 1 1 | 


Whether the Divines have placed their 


Hope on you for laying the Foundation 
of this great Event, I cannot fay bur 
do affirm, that my Contemplation has 
been intirely fixed on your Majeſty, for 
ſome Months paſt, with regard to this 
extraordinary Criſis, in Religion; and 
perhaps I may have the Fortune of re- 
cording you as the laſt Heroe of de- 
clining Empire, and the lateſt Champion 
of ſubſiding Faith; till all ſublunary 
Power ſhall be ſuperſeded by the King- 
dom of the Juſt, and Faith itſelf be 
ſwallowed up in Conviction. 


Though the extreme Diſtance between 
your Majeſty's Rank and mine, renders 
me 


* 


„ —— —— — ˙MM— ws 
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me ſe incohſiderable; that I may venture 
to take greater Liberties, than a Ferſon of 
higher Conſequence; for People are admit- 


ted to Freedoms, in proportion to their In- 
1 + hw 


f gnificancy 1 or to ſpeak more liberally, 


thou gh Literature, like the Grave, paces 
a Conditions 'on | a "Level, PE: out 


not, however, uſe the Preſum pijon of ſo 
free an Air, if 1 conſidered you merely 


NS : 3: 


as a King; bot yours is a Dignity of an 
higher Nature, which riſes, like the 


Divine, by Condeſcenſion * where even 
the Rank of Sovereign is caſt in Shade, 
by the bright Colouring | of ſo many 
princely Virtues: : Fortune makes a King. 
but Nature forms the Prince: yours is 
the true Dignity of Man, et nibil bu- 
mani à te alieuum puto; which has em- 
boldened 


T4 
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baldened en Sri and to ſub- 


ſoribe myſelf, Sire, Fn 
-yayn2 wuchs ichen Raps 


©1142 02 


* 
* 


Four Majeſty's 


44 „111 I 
: 


[Er ER av. 


| ink 3 to have quitted the 
aftery, * this Day, but our 
Rp pb ſuch hoſpitable Frauds 
upon us, that I apprehend our Departure 
will appear abrupt, whenever we may 
muſter up Reſolution enough to leave him. 


JF ne Neighbour comes, and Pays a Com- 


: 172 7195 $ '& 14 


® See 1 Cl. 58 1. 


2392 —— 


M Moſt obedient Servant. 


pliment 


4 
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pliment to fon, and another to me; theſe 
Viſits are to be returned, and Invitations 
enſue, of Courſe, But I hereby engage 
ourſelyes, | Mr. Alton, and I, to dine 
with you, on Thurſday next, in order to 
put it out of -the Power of any further 
Solicitations to detain us longer. 


We ſpent Yeſterday with a Mr. Har- 
man, a Gentleman of moſt amiable Cha- 
racter and Manners. But I thought he 
carried: the Goodneſs of his Diſpoſition 
and filial Piety, rather too. far, by ſuffer- 
ing his Father, a doting old Man, to 
appear at Table, 


To rock the Cradle of &clinivg Age, 


| as Pope expreſſes chis Moral, is certain- 
ly a religious Duty ; ; but this ſeemed to 
de 
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be no Manner of Indulgence, to the poor 
old Gentleman, himſelf, as he is ſcarcely 
capable of diſtinguiſhing Perſons, either 
by Sight or Hearing; often miſtaking one 
or other of the Company for his Son. In 
the mean while, ſuch an Object muſt be 
diſguſtful to the Gueſts; and a Memento 
Mori, or worſe, Defipere, muſt naturally 
caſt a Damp upon the Spirit of all ſocial 
Converſe and Enjoyment. 


M . Pearſon, who i is in a friendly 138. 
macy with Mr. Harman, hinted theſe 
Things to him tenderly, after his Father 
had been carried up to his Apartment, 
and he acknowledged the Juſtneſs of his 
Remark ; but at the fame Time moſt 
charmingly juſtified himſelf, by ſaying 

that 


240 ORIGINAL LETTERS, 

that the old Man had, now and then, 
ſome Intervals ofRecolleKtion, and Reaſon; 
and: that if ſuch a Criſis ſhould happen 
when, he Was left to dine alone, it might 
poſſibly affect him with a Notion of his 
N neglected. 

"This put n me in Mind of the Mer 
of ſome Eaftern Nations, I have ſome- 
where read of, who, from. the Time of 
their Kings Deaths, to their Burials, ſerve 
up a, Collation, by the Side of their 
Couches, leſt peradventure they might 
awaken, or revive, and ſhould happen to 
be hungry—only with this beautiful Dif- 
ference, that one was wild Superſtirion, 
| this true Devotion, FOI 


Dotage 
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Dotage is uſually tiled ſecond Childhood, 
but this is paying too great a Compliment 
to it—Life is like the Running of Tea; 
though the firſt and laſt Decoctions be 
equally weak, the one gives the Flavour 
of the Herb, the other but its Faces. — 


A View of the mouldered Ruins of 


« The Cloud-capt Towers, the gorgeous 
Palaces, 


« The ſolemn Temples,” 


is incapable of impreſſing my Mind with 
ſuch an Awe, or poſſeſſing me with ſuch 
moral, or mortal Refledtions, as the Con- 
MELTED of a broken Intellect, or ar 
tered Ude ang, arifing cither from 
Phrenzy or Decay. 

Vol. II. 3 Surely, 
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- Surely, ſurely, this Scene does not 
cloſe our Exiſtence We here perform 
but perſonated Characters 3 like Stage 
Victims we only ſeem to expire before the 
Audience, and riſe again to future Parts 

Adieu. 


LETTER cx. 


1 riding home from Mr. Har- 
| man's, Yeſterday Evening, with too 
much Victuals and Wine in my Stomach, 
diſturbed my peeviſh Inmate, and I had 
but a ſad Night of it, with my reſtleſs 
Bedfellow. 


The 
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The lying awake is not the worſt of it; 

a Want of Sleep is tho leaſt of its Euila 3 
but one feels more ſubdued, to the Ille 
both of Body and Mind, in ſuch a Sturt 
tion, than ar any other Time. This 
Circumſtance gives me a good Notion of 
Diomede; who, when aſſailed by hig Ene- 
mies, in the dark, cried out, not for Life, 
but Light, chat he might fight” thein 


i 974d 


peep 
0 L nul 


on boris over my Friencks Aera 
Hoard, to-day, which is my Amſement] 
every Morning, I met with a Manuſcrip t, 
which happens to alſort admir 1057 * Ay 
the ſhort Allego ry Thad: tket 289 0 
you, in the ice 10 bat of m phe "Jaft a 4 


Tots 2 It "g's "Is 


M 2 1 5 
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J ſend it to you, therefore, tho*: not 

fa t Neaſsn, auly, but to entertain 

in the 9 0 and 


20 HOF. 


The Word *, omg at dhe End. of the 
ninth . Line, I. confeſs myſelf at a Loſs 
to. account for, in that Place; but I 
have let it ſtand as I found 1 it, not know- 


ing well how to exchange i it, preſerving the 


Mere 3 ,nlets, per Synecdocben, we could 
be juſtified a Pre avers,. for FRE: 


14 Pct {f Fo 


a myſt — out, for an Hour o or ⁰— 


ay 2 1954 411 242 


N. My, B makes a 2 Pil "rim 4 me; to 


£3734 A. TI. 4 211 


which if you add the Penance, I think I 


1 VIII 10 is 20 


am in a a hopef, ul Train of Popiſb Salvation. 
$ M0 arewel. 


Exyuy 


| 
4 
| 
; 
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D xyz v . 10 
L ti buen nts a. 22A 


Quiltis cum Spiſſi tolluntur vela Theatri,/ 8 
Ingrediens partes 'Hiltrts juſſus apit/ 1 
Mox ubi deſcendunt oppinſa aulæa recedit, 
Prodiit & juſſus, qui modo juſſus abit. 
Talis perque Gradus, atquæ ævi tædia vitæ, 
In Scænam prodit, ludit, & exit, Homo. 
Truditur ex utero miſer Infans nudus in orbem, 
Nec ſcit inaſſueto lumine ferre diem; 
Nox ubi Signat humum certo pede ſuſtinet 
Avus, | 
Orbilii plagas, militiamque Scholz. 

Nunc Venatorum Studiis, nunc ardet equorum, 
Ingemit aut clauſas Phillidis ante fores ; 
Jam vires animi creſeunt, creſcentibus annis, 
Maturum que videt prox ima Scæna virum. 
Jam languet vitæ quintum dilatus in Actum, 

Juſſis anhelatum dum quatit ægra Senem; 
Volvitur in ſeſe ſua per. veſtigia cunis, 
Infantes annos jam remeaſſe utes. 
Pro libitũ imponunt peragendas numina partes. 
Tu pulchre peragas; cætera mitte Deo. 

Si reQe tractes, laus eſt tractare ſecundas ; 


Summa etiam parvis Gloria rebus ineſt. 
M 3 Explodam 
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Explodam, Czſar, male 6 mandata Loqueris, 
Atque idem plaudam, fi bene Davus agit. 
t vitam Dubitamus adhuc extendere FaQis ! 
Tu meritis, ſi non tempore, vive diu. 
Ni, facinus diguum tam longo admiferis ævo, 
. Dicetur, Neſtor, vel tua vita brevis. 


Quandocunque exis, fit cura exire, decenter, 
Et plauſa exactum Turba coronet opus. 


„ 
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A 8 8 which 
fie confeiits "Hirnfelf, did not com- 


V 313325 $1180" 


mence a, Student, early, his Library con- | 


ins moſtiy of Books picket up by Chance, 
from Auktions, or the | Zondon Stalls ; 


Which Fe (his | Purpoſe, _ 28 well, per- 
haps better, chan a more culled Catalogue 
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might do, as his reading is not ſyſtemati- 
cal, but for his Amuſement mejely, 


This makes cven their Tale Pager an 
Entertainment in itſelf; where ane meets 
with Books that are net to be bad; glſe- 
where, ſome good, ſome: bad; Ake: tha 
rummaging a Grandmother's Trunk, 
where Medals and Halfpence, Jacobus's 
and Farthings, Fragments of Silk and 
Linen Rags, Receipts and Love- ben 
are thrown GI —_— 
> 205 
As many of the an bete; "Ol 
been long out of Print, they are become 
new again, from their Antiquity Some of 
them ſeem to have been ſtolen away, be- 
fore the Prolemean Library was ſet in a 
Blaze; ſo that, in Effect, they have, at 
M 4 Length, 
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Manuſcripts. ': Ni 2 208 246 


This would be a rave Shop for-a Pla- 

giariſt to trade at. I have detected a 
good many modern Thefts, ſince I came 
here; more particularly among your Ser- 

monixers. The modern Sectaries have 
ſtolen their Hereſies * old a 


15 18 ie WO n 


The Antients | * more Wi, chan = 
Moder, 1 don t mean the claical Gen- 
tlemen, but our own Progenitors. They 
certainly muſt have uſed Tablets, more 
than we for it is morally impoſſible that 
ſuch Groupes of Imagery ſhould ever na- 
turally occur to any Perſon, while writing 
upon one Subject only, as we often meet 
with in theſe Worm. eaten Volumes. 


Some Flowers, ſome Weeds; ſome fer- 
ling. 
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ling, ſome baſe—But wt 
the . beſt ant the . too. 

| TEM 1 L 7. 1 yl 4 
One of the Volumes I 1 looked 3 in- 
to, of tlic firſt Character; is a Collection 
of Eſſays, by Sir 11 hunn. Pops Blount, 
dubliſned in the Tear Eighty-one, which 
Ehad never met wick or ever heard of, 
before.) Hure i Hir fur Hit, and Daſh 
oH Da lhe Pritt Prettyman and his 
Taylor, from firſt tô laſt ; tho with a deal 

of good Senſe, th roughout. 

2516 od 368 10 2 l: al lieh ! 
Anozher, older. chan that, agauy by 
born. fifty. Tears, is 4 Book, ſtiled 
Epigrammata Sacra, by one Craſbauo, pub- 
liſhed in the Reign of King Charles the 
Firſt ; which I had never ſeen, neither, 
but remember to have read an high Enco- 
M 5 mium 

* Of Flowers, and Sterling. 


< 
I 
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mium on, in ſome modern Author, who 
recommends theſe Pieces as Patterns of 
"I ate and wy BO: 


gyriſt, I think I never peruſed any Thing 
Rave neithes the uſtneſs of abaſe M ritivg, 
dor. the Simplicity of. u. Thoughts. 
Inſtead of which, they are meer A 
guibbling. e 


1 ſhalf Ser three of the beſt among 
the ColleRtion,: t6 afford yen aw Oppor- | 
tunity of judging for yourſelf and F 
believe © pager rut een | 


* a 4 
*  Vpon 
i — 

1 4 


s A i . 


| * and _ 
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Upon our Saviour s turning Mater to Wine. 


Undè rubor veſtris, & non ſun purpura, | 


- lymphis 2 | £1 10 4 


Quz roſa mirantes tam nova mutat aquas f 


Numen, convivæ, preſens agnoſcite > 


Nympha pudica Deum vidit, & grubuit, '* 


The Thought, in this Bhai, fy give 
a Spice of modern Plagiarifin, bork'you 
and T have heard impu ted to a in qimiuſter 


Scholar of a late Date, Who Having this 


Text impoſed on him as à Theme, re- 
pled CN The Mauer ow: Ft 
9 N 135530 


T5 4 41D oft wed wool 
And this bare en quoted, in ſome 
— not deng ago, as ä Sen- 
denee: more truly ſublime, chan any Paſ- 
ge cited by Lominus, or to he exeriftell 


Ms . from 
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| from Iſaiab. Some People are apt to 

4 miſtake the wonderful, for the ſublime. 
But this Epigram is founded on a falſe 
af Thought, and therefore no Expreſſion 


can poſſibly raiſe i it into Beauty. 


|. The Privileges that Per has uſurped 
f upon Philoſophy, have not yet been car- 
| ried into ſuch an Extravagance, as to im- 
pute Intelligence, to inanimate Matter. 
For though Trees have been made to hold 
Cenyerſe,. a Rivulet to make Love to a 
Meadow, &c. yet a ſound. Critic will 
know how to diſtinguiſh, between a poeti- 

cal. Fiftion,- and 4 | Fiftion of the. Poet. 
Fhe Beauty, af ſuch Compoſitions, ly- 
ing, I apprehend, in the Sentiment, De- 
| ſcription, or Moral, .conveyed. by ſuch 


os 7 * Fontenelhe. 


mute 


— 
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mute Colloguy, and not in the Dramatis 


Perſone. © 


I know that in the Elegies of the abſent 
Lovers, the Brooks have ceaſed their M ur- 
murs, the Trees have loſt their Verdure, and 
Flowers both Colour and Flavour; but 
theſe Images owe their poetical Beauty to a 
Figure implied in the Fiction. Sentiment 
of Grief are not attributed to the Water, 
Wood, or Garden, but Cælias Abſence 
has deſtroyed poor Strephor's Reliſn for 
thoſe Pleaſures, which he uſed to enjoy 
in Company with her. OA 


The admired Turns, in a celebrated 
Poem, upon Snow falling on a fair one's 
Neck, proceed all from the fame falſe 
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and over- ſtrained Fancy, with the above 
Epigram. 


KAnd overcome with whiteneſs there, 

" F. or Grief diſſolved into a Tear; 3 
Then falling to her Garment's Hem, 
Fo deck her froze into a Gem.” 


The Thought here plitters, like the 
theſe Inſtances of the Fanx-trillants, a 
Sentiment. is imputed to the Element, in 
2 literal Senſe, without che poſſible Inter- 
vention of a Figure, to fereen the Ab- 


. - 


Criticiſm, as they are but a Couple of 
weetched Puns. However, as. I promiſed 
them, you ſhall have them. 


On 
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On the infant Martyrs, or the Murder 
of the Innocents. 


Fundite ridentes Animas, effundite Czlo ; 
Diſcet ibi veſtra, O quam bene, lingua 


Nec vos Lac veſtrum, & maternos quærite 
Fontes, a 


Quz vos expectat, Lactea tota via eſt, 


On Peter's fearing 40 ſink, when he 
was walking on the Water. 


Petre, cades, O fi Dubitaz—O Fide, nec ipſum, 
Petre, negat Fidis, æquor habere Fidem : | 

Pandere preſſa ſuo ſubſidunt cætera, ſolum, 
Petre, tuæ Mergit te levitatis onus. 


What do you think of the XGlky-way 
being made a Dairy-Farm, and the Weight 
of Lightneſs ſinking a Man? 


Ln 
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I am * n. $153 0 
Adieu, donc. 


L E T T E R eyn. N 

ein EIA IE aul os: 

'E hold our W on he 4 
and Hour already ſpecified, to 

wait on you; . to-morrow t fbür. But 
I write now, becauſe you will receive this 
Certificate, early i in the Morning, if the 
Poll Frm. Time as tex ought 10 do. 3 
8 21 

The firſt Viſit ſhould 3 be a Sort of 
Houſe-Warming we ſhall therefore carry 
you a very, handſome Deſſert, from Mr. 
Pearſon's Hot-houſe.. You have not had 


Time 


% 
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Time to prune. your own Vineyard, ſince 
you took Poſſeſſion, I fan. 

This would have been a lucky Occa 
ſion for Mr. Craſhaw, to exerciſe his 
Genius upon. He would have touched 
off an Epigram, at once, to acquaint his 
Friend that he ſhould receive the Fruits 
of his Travels. The Garden might range 
very well with the Dairy, I think. 


I have wrote oftener to you, during 
theſe ten Days that I have been here, 
than I ever did, I am ſure, in ſo many 
Months, before. I have no ſort of Avo- 
cations, in this Place, and therefore create 
Work for myſelf. If I walk above an 
Hour, I grow tired, and if I read above 
two, I grow ſleepy—Writing rouſes me 
again, 


Among 
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Among the Farrags Libellorum, or 
Medley of Books, here, I met with An 
Account of Perſons who died laughing. 1 
opened it, with Fear and Trembling ; 
but foon found that my Life was my own, 
again. I was much diſappointed ; there 
is no Mirth in it—Tis but an Hiſtory of 
Chinks, hiſterical, or nervous Caſes; and 
treats rather of the Riſus Sardonicus, than 
of the ba, ba, ha] ending in ob, ob, ob! 


Another odd Book in this Library, is 
2 Collection of Dedications, in a large 
Folio. Whether the Compiler intended 
them as Patterns, for the Uſe of Authors, 
or to expoſe the Folly and Extravagance 
of this Species of Writing, I cannot fay, 
as the Title-Page and Preface, if there 


was one, are torn out. 
As 
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As theſe Kind of Compliments are byt 
a Sort of begging Petitions, the beſt Ad- 
dreſs of this Nature, was by a Monfieur 
Maynard, to Cardinal Richlien— He had 
been an old Servant to Lewis the Thir- 
teenth, but neglected under the ſucceeding 
Reign. He made the Experiment of 
getting the following Lines preſented to 
the Miniſter, and ſucceeded. I have nor 
the Original, and only remember the 
Tranſlation. 


Siek of a Life poſſeſſed in vain, 

I ſoon ſhall wait upon the Ghoſt 
Oft our late Monarch, in whoſe Reign, 
None ho had Merit miſſed a Poſt. 


Then will I charm him * your Name, 
Tell all the Wonders you have done, 

The Power of France, the Spaniard's Shame, 
The riſing Honours of his Son! 


Grateful 
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Grateful the royal Shade will ſmile, 
And dwell delighted on the Theme, 

Fully appeaſed, his Griefs beguile, 

And drown old Loſſes in new Fame, 


But ſhould he aſk me in what Sphere, 

I did your wiſhed Commands obey, 
Bid me my Services declare 2 
I bat would you pleaſe to have me ſay? © 


LETTER CVII. 
I HAVE been at home, theſe ſix Days, 
but could not write to you, for a 
Reaſon. that ſeems to bear a Contradic- - 
tion along with ir—becauſe I have been 
conſtantly thinking of you. The Situa- 
tion J left you in, filled my Heart, my 
| Mind, 
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Mind, ay, my Eyes too, with Joy, at the 
Reflection on your Happineſs. This has 


brought all my Wiſhes es one of being 
| accompliſhed. | 


Do not ſtart—I am not going to break 
my Word with you.“ It would be a 
Weakneſs— perhaps a Vice, to do fo— 
but I can't help ſaying that I feel ſome- 
thing irkſome creeping over my Shoul- 
ders, ever ſince I came home; affecting 
my Body ſomewhat as if I was putting 
on a damp Shirt, and my Mind as I re- 
member, when I was a Child, and ſent on 
an Errand i into a dark Room. | 


And all this while t60, the very Sub- 
ject which I bill not mention, has been 


* See Letter 1xxivg 


S4Y ' 


con- 
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conſtantly recurring to my Thoughts, in 
the moſt unpleaſant. Way imaginable , 
without my ſeeing any Thing, heating 
any Thing, or even imagining any Thing, 
to render it fo. Are theſe what they 
call Forebodings They muſt be ſo, ei- 
ther of Sickneſs or Misfortune. God 
grant the firſt, rather! 


Mr. Aſten ſtruck off from me, on the 
Road, to take the ſhorteſt Way to his 
own Houſe ; which I was ſorry for, wherr 
I reached Home, becauſe I found a Let- 
ter for him that had followed him here, 
Juſt after we had ſet out together; and the 
Meſſenger not knowing, I ſuppoſe, whete 
to purſue him further, left it behind him. 


It was the Superſcription that made 


me ſo anxious about it, as it was written 
in 
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in a very pretty neat Italian Type,, and 
gives me hope that it may have come from 
Mrs. Aſton. She may, perhaps, be about 
caſting her Olympian Slougb,* and con- 

deſcending to become a—no, not a /imple 
. oman, but a ſenſible one, at length. 


I put it immediately into the Poſt, as 
the quickeſt Method of ſending it to him, 
and if he communicates any Thing to 


me, on the Subject, I ſhall forward it 
to you. I neither hinted my Idea, nor 


- expreſſed the leaſt Curioſity about the 


Matter, when I encloſed the Letter. 


Men's private Concerns ſhould be always 
held facred ; and to aſk a Queſtion con- 


cerning them, is impertinent ; nay even 


* See Letter lxxi. Paragraph 1ſt. 
to 
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to gueſs a Secret, though one does not 
abuſe it, ſeems to me to be a Breach of 
Delicacy, . however / unavoidably it may 
ſometimes happen; as in this very In- 
ſtance. © 

My almoſt cengenial Diſorder is an 
heavy Addition to the Feelings J ſuffer 
under, as above deſcribed. Anxiety 1s 
its favourite Food, It prefers this Morſel, 
to the moſt luxurious Viands. I have 
often eſcaped, after Exceſſes of the one, 


but never from the ſmalleſt Crum 'of the 
other. 


So that I may almoſt literally ſay.z in 
effect, at leaft, I may; that my Pain 150 
aled in my Mind; and if I ſhould but 
once loſe all Reflection, or, according to 

a vul- 
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a vulgar Metaphor, ceaſe to have any Guts 
in my Brain, | really think it would 
quite cure my Cholic, for the reſt of my 
Life. If, as Horace ſays, dulcia in bilem 
Vertent, Sweet-meats hurt the Stomach, 
what Diſturbance muſt Acids raiſe there? 
In the mean Time, I ſhall attempt no 
other Medicine; for where they do no 
good, they always do harm. So as the 
poor worn out King ſays, in As Well 
that ends Well, Let Nature and Sick- 
neis debate it at their Leiſure.” Tis 
Time enough to die, when Nature de- 


mands it; they who uſe Phyſick, but 
aſſiſt Sickneſs. 


— 


Adieu, my ever dear Friend, Adieu. 


Vor. II. N AD. 


— 10 


| 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


OON after the Date of the laſt extra- 

ordinary, and, as it almoſt now 
appears, prophetic, Letter, the unhappy 
Event came to ' paſs, which has been 
already hinted at in the Preface, Para- 
graph fourth; and which interrupted this 
Correſpondence, for about a Year, while 
the Author remained with his Friend, 
at the Rectory; and who, on his return 
Home, lived only to write him the few 
Letters ,which follow in this Collection. 


© 
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5, 
. £ 0 } 
% 


—— 5 
64. 4 


L ET T ER. CX 

Y Chaiſe broke down, aa I was re- 
turning from London, I felt. like 
an Exile, on leaving you; and a dead 
Weight, you know, is always heavier than 
a live one— This might have occaſioned 
the Accident, Metaphors are mighty 
apt to ſnap Steel Springs, you are to 
fuppoſe. But, in more ſerious Sadneſs, 
theſe Viſits do me more harm than good, 
Before I go to you, I feel myſelf only 
dull; but when I come from you, I am 
diſmal. | 


N 3 Our 


1 
) 
} 
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Our Situations in Life are ſo peculiar- 
iy circumſtanced; that tis impoſſible 
we can any Way accommodate one ano- 
ther. Your Buſineſs in your Cure, can- 
not admit of your ſojourning with me, 
and mine here, obliges me to ftay too 
much at home. As I draw my whole 
| Reſources from this Spot of Earth, 1 
wuld cheriſh, huſband, and adide by 
it. *Tis faid that where a Man's 
Treaſure is, there will be his Heart, 
alſa “ ſo where our whole Forrune lies, 

We remain our Body, too 


Not chat 1 would have two Friends 
live always together. They are then-too 
much the ſame ; they think and act for 
each other, more than themſelves, which re- 


ſtrains 
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trains their Faculties, and contracts their 
Powers. Separate, they are two Per- 
ſons ; together, but one. The Sphere 
of their joint Action, is too firnple and 
uniform; reſembling a Circle, where they 
make but.one common center; * afunder, 
they! may be compared to an Zllipfs, of 
which they become che Foci, and which 
compriſes more various and uſeful Pur- 


| os.” 


. 4 my wo 
77 thao ju * * Ly . 
. 4 
1 4 . = a py 
: — 99 S , 
: 


1 feel, however, 26 if 1 were buried 
4 My Spirit, indeed, ſometimes 
glides along the diſtant Plains, for a ſtated 
"Tune; till the Cock-crow, which, by a 
ene oy be  conſtrucd Domeſtic ce co- 


* I can't avoid taking Notice here, that this 
Author 1s the firſt, I believe, that ever attempted 
to ſtrike a Spark, out of the Flint of Mathematic's. 


N 4 non, 


5 
* 8717 NI 
a g — 2 * -& 23222 - 
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nomy, ſummons me back to my Sepulchre 


| Would to Heaves that the. next Chan- 
ticker were to be my laſt T I rumpet My 
Hope in Philoſophy, and my Faith in 
Religion, have, thank God, prepared 
me for chat great Event; not only, in 
Reſignation, but even, 1 fear, in Wiſhes. 


O I ſhall meet her Spirit, then 
Chaſte Loves, though ſundered and ob- 


ſtructed here an Earth, muſt unite and 


, coaleſce in Heaven. God fitted kindred 


Souls for Union ; 3 and when human 
5 


1 


| + {13 - Cabo 46 2 wok 4 


O fay inhuman, Bars are removed, the 
divine Economy will reh then take 


o s ® 
Place. Amen!!! 
2 2 th, A 
a . * 


* 
# * vs Ga 


The 
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The only Comfort I have left, and 
that, in my preſent Situation, is a Tranſ- 
port, is, that ſhe was not frail! I would 
once have laid the Sceptre of the World, 
at her Feet, to have obtained her Favour; 
but now would not even wiſh her alive, 
to gain it. The Angle Thought that ſhe 
died ſpotleſs, o' erbalances the. 7 urviving 
Wretchedneſs of my own Life“ 2-4 


"IEP O Beer 32M N 2 | $2 
I weep, and I rejoice. 
* | þY : I 1 7 
Adieu. | 


*I could not refrain from marking this beau. 
tiful Paſſage, by Italics. 


—— So. 1 


* . » N x , 
* © % 4 ö = 551 , 7 1 
# * 
* * * a 
#1? 3 2121 4 AY 1 
E 4 S - « a — 22 (* — 


＋ ; 
5 8 ; 1 73 713d chiunci! 
E „ r 5 gi $91 {4 
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n 


J AM doubly forry I cannot anfwer your 

tender Letter, in as kind a Way, by 
giving you ſome good Account of my 
Health. I continue in the fame - fad lit- 
leſs State I was when I left you. Exer- 
ciſe and Air ſeem to have loſt their Effects 
on me; for neither the Journey, nor the 
Change of Situation, have done me the 


My Reliſhes are gone—I have as little 
Taſte left, as Appetite, now; can diſ- 
tinguiſh between boiled and roaſt, but 


by the Sight; Wine and Brandy have 
the 
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the ſame Flavour, and I ſhowld only 
know the Difference, by my feeling of 
more or leſs Heat. *Tis a {ad Thing do 
take Food but as a Medicine z or, indeed, 
to do any Thing elſe, merely far ihe Sake 
of Life. Vita, dum ſupereſt, bene * 
ia a ſcoundrel Maxim. 


Give mt ſome a Rains path 
than this Lethargy through all my Senses. 
Let me be ſick, like a Man; not puling 
and qualmiſh, like a Woman. I dread 
Hiſterics, ſoon, and fear the Curſe, that 
Herodotus tells you old Ceres puniſhed 
the Men of ſome heathen Country with, 
for having paſſed ſome Affront, or other, 
on her Divinity-ſhip. Tanne enimis, 


Said by Mecanas. 
T2 TING he 
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Irhe Tithe ſeems approaching which 
Swift propheſied about, when Men and 
Women ſhall mutually exchange the Pains 
of Chill. bearing and Shaving. - 1 . 
you men of my firſt Chud. 
r mat av 4 — 
Lou may fre dint l endeavour to-follow 
your kind Advice—I amuſe my un hap- 


pineſs; by poor Conceits and r r 
1 van — In an I d 32.18 


4 n 3 
4 TH . 

i _ 
4. 3 


LETTER 
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LETTER Cl. 


F en you, moſt heartily, for your 
Letter. It has reſtored me to my 
Sex again. At leaſt I know now that I 
am not a Woman, by finding the Ther- 
mometer of my Vanity not to riſe, upon 
the Warmth of your Praiſe. The cer- 
tainty of your Friendſhip had already 
implied all Eulogy, and the more ſolid 
Good ſtill keeps the lighter one from 
mounting. The only Return I can make 
to the Kindneſs of your Expreſſion, muſt 
muſt be old Greene, the Comedian's Re- 
ply to all Compliments, Tu quoque. 


I with 
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I wiſh I could flatter you, in return, 
by telling you that I am better; but 
effugere | et triumpbus; not to be worſe 
is ſomething. gained, in ſuch a Situation 
of Mind, and Ague of Weather, as I have 
had, ever ſince my coming down—indeed 
I may throw in the whole Summer, under 
the fame Deſcription, too. 


— p 


| Such a. Climate as we too generally 
| experience, in this Iſland, is enough to 
fer the ſtrongeſt natural Conſtitution, that 


1 ever was framed, at nought. To lye 
4 down, at Night, on Hudia's Soil, and rife 


* next Morning, on Greenland's Coaft + 
1 The Pairiarchs never lived in this Coun- 
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'Tis this ſudden Tranſition of Lati- 
tude, from the Line to the Poles, which 
often happens in the ſame Day, that hurts 
us more, than a Conſtancy, even of the 
worſt Weather on the Globe. Keep a 
Block of Timber always in the Water, 
or always out of it, and it will laſt for 
Ages; but the alternate wetting and dry- 


ing ſoon periſhes it. 


Farewel, and 


Believe me, till I die, 
Yours, whether wet or dry. 


LETTER 
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LETTER CXIL 


| FF may perhaps appear ungrateful in 

me to complain ſo often of a Diſorder 
that is ſo very indulgent to me; for it 
does not ſupply Pain enough even to keep 
me awake, at preſent; and I fear 1 am 
falling into a Lethargy, of late. & 


I have often Thought that we ſleep 
too much, in Health ; but it certainly is 
an Advantage, in Sickneſs—Children are 
ſubject to it; and Diſeaſe being a ſecond 
Weakneſs, may require this ſecond Nurſe 
of Nature, alſo. 


Unac- 
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Unaccountable Cficonomy ! Life how 
ſhort ! and yet Sloth is ſuffered to curtail 
it—But Spirits, though immortal, never 
cloſe their Eyes. I uſe this Expreſſion 
figuratively, but /ans eqrivoque, as every 
one knows, 70 4 Cy, that ee 
have no Organs. K n 


4Y Nature, alas! * art, kin ſo, 


40 Obliged unto thy greateſt F ode! 


. Sleep that is thy beſt Rexaſt, 


„Vet of Death it bears. a Taſte; - 


And both are the ſame Things, at laſt,” 


I cannot contrive any Method of keep- 
ing myſelf awake,: for ſometime paſt. 


Exerciſe inclines me to reſt, before I am 
able to continue it longienough to do me 
the leaſt Good. Reading dozes me, in 


the ſecond Page; and if I fit down to 
write 
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write any Thing but one of theſe Let- 
ters, thinking, as the Alderman. ſaid, in 
ſome Play, compoſes me to ſep, in the 
fuſt Paragraph. 


In ſhort, I begin pow to wiſh, what 1 
'Jeemed to dread, in a late Letter, that I 
could change my Sex, for a while. Wo- 
men can employ themſelves, in knitting a 
Stocking, netting a Purſe, or ſewing a 
Seam; but chiefly their favourite Occu- 
pation, of Goſlipping, they never tire of. 


Though I need not ſhift Genders, for 
this latter Article, neither; as both you 
and I know many Men, who generally 
miſpend their Time, in this Way, - as 
much as their Wives and Daughters; 

; pre- 


| 
1 
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pretending to dignify their Idleneſs, with 
ſtiling it a Love of Soctety, 


Nothing ſure has ever been ſo much 


miſtaken, as this Expreſſion— People 


often ſeem to be fond of Company, mere- 
ly to relieve themſelves from a certain 
Tedium Vite, which renders them miſers- 
ble, at. being left alone. I have known 
Perſons called unſociable, by thoſe who 
might more juſtly have exchanged Cha- 
rafters with them; for, in my Opinion, 
they are the fitteſt for Society, who can 
beſt live by themſelves. It may not be 
unapplicable, here, to quote Lord Halli- 
fax, in his Advice to a Daughter, where 
he ſays that Men of Senſe, though with 
all the Affections of a Child, in their 
Natures, have generally ſome Appear- 

ance 
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"ance of Sullenneſs, in their Demeanour— 
For my Part, nobody loves Society, more 
than I do. Other Men's Thoughts, Ob- 
ſervations, and Reflections, are newer to 
me, and therefore pleaſe me better, than 
my own. I flatter myſelf, alſo, i in Turn, 
that mine may, for the ſame Reaſon, 
happen to be as welcome to them, too. 
But then tis Converſation, not 2 ompary, 
that I prefer to Solitude. 


0 Come live with me, and be my So- 
cry: © 
Adieu. 


. LETTER 
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LETTER CXII. 

P Purſuit of your mental Regimen, 

I have delivered. myſelf over entirely 
to Poetry, ſince your laſt ; and as ſoon 
as I have gone through the Foreign Claſ- 
ſics, I purpoſe to commence a regular 
Courſe of the domeſtic ones; beginning 
with Chaucer, and proceeding chronologi- 
cally down to the preſent Era. 


This Kind of Reading is what may be 
called taking the Air, in Literature; tis not 
Exerciſe , *tis the viewing a Landſcape, 
only, at one's Eaſe, and reſting on the 
Superficies of Things. It is, it ought to 

be 
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be ſo when it takes any Thing more upon 
it, it acts quite out of Character. Didactic 
Poeſy is Hercules twirling a Diſtaff. 


I had always a Taſte for ſuch Reading, 
and would have indulged it earlier in 


Life, but that I feared it might debauch 
my Mind, too much. Philoſophy was 


ever my Wife, but Poetry my Miſtreſs. 


I think I told you, in fome late Let- 
ter, that my Library was become my 
whole Manſion, at preſent ; but it has 
become my Stable and Riding-houſe, alſo, 
ſince then; for I have a Horſe ſtanding 
at Livery there, which 1 bought t'other 
Day from my Upbolſterer.+ 


| * See Letter Ixv. + 4 Chamler-horſe. 
The 
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The walking down Stairs, drawing on 
my Boots, putting on my Surtout, Hat, 
Jloves, and ſtrutting forth into the Court- 
yard, to mount a {ve Horſe, was too 
much Trouble and Apparatus, for my 
native Indolence. But now *tis nothing 
but «up and ride, with me, in a Jerk; and 
though it may not, probably, have all 
the good Effects of the former Courſe, 
yet as *tis often repeated, and that I 
throw open the Windows, to add Air to 
Exerciſe, poſſibly it may anſwer, upon 
the whole, as well. This is the beſt 
Way of travelling much at Home. 


It is ſo obvious a Thought to ſtile my 
new Nag Pegaſus, that I could not avoid 
it. And perhaps, as thoſe who are well read 
in the Mythology of the Antients, have 

| been 


L. 
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been able to diſcover a deal of good Senſe 
lying hid under a Rubbiſh of Nonſenſe, 
like the World riſing out of Chaos, ſo 
this Poetical Fable may mean, that Exer- 
ciſe, by giving Vigour to the Body, and 
Spirits to the Mind, enlivens the Fancy, 
adds warmth to the Imagination, and 


may therefore be properly enough intitled 
the Hobly- borſe of the Muſes. 


— 
- 


. 


For my Part, I am reſolved to confide 
my Health to this Regimen, and Abſti- 
nence, ſolely; and ſhall baniſh the whole 
materia medica, out of my valetudinary 
Syſtem, for the future. | 


— “ Better. to bear thoſe Ills we have, 
Than fly toothers that we know not of.” 


1 hate 
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I hate to conſider myſelf as an Automaton, 
by living only a Sort of artificial Life. 


This is not Life, *tis but the ſerving 
ones 2 ime to an Apothecary; and not 
to be out of ones Apprenticeſhip, till 


Death, beſides; for Nature is a jea- 
lous Dame, and when Art takes upon it 
to perform her Functions, too long, ſhe 
is apt to quit the Subject, in Reſentment, 
and leave all her Operations to be bun- 
gled by her Rival, for the future, with- 
out further Aſſiſtance from her. 


Nature is generous, and thoſe who place 
moſt Confidence in her, ever fare the beſt. 


| Juſt going to mount, ſo adieu. 


55 
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LETTER CXIV. 


HAVE received the Books, you were 

ſo kind to ſend me by the Coach. I 
have read them, and they amuſed me; 
which is all 1 have to ſolicit, at this Time 
of Life, and State of Health. Tis too 
late, now, to improve in Wiſdom, or 
ſtudy Science. They who have unhap- 
pily neglected to make a ſufficient Provi- 
ſion of the firſt Treaſure, before my 
Years, will probably continue Beggars, 
to the End of theirs ; and what ſignifies | 
the laying in a Store of the latter Com- 
modity, ſo near the Time when we ſhall 
either be buried together in Oblivion, or 
Com- 


1 vii) 


Epiſtles, here and there, which related 
cher to private Buſineſs, or to-fome cer: 
tajn Fn. which. I was cen to 


and the 1 1 have hc but re- 


viving Scandal, or republiſhing Reproach, 
'The ſeveral Anecdotes which are ſuffered 


to ſtand, are confined: to the Knowledge 
of ſuch ſmall Circles, that it was not 
thought worth while to guard them from 
appearing in Print. 


I have alſo ventured to add a few Notes, 
at Bottom, by Way of explaining, or refer- 
ring to, ſome of the Hints and Alluſions, 
in the Letters: which are meant only to 
ſave the Readers the Trouble of Recol- 
lecting for themſelves, or of being left at 
a Loſs, about ſome of the Articles in them. 


What 


( vii ) 
What had been written with Eaſe, I would 
be glad to have read fo, 


And theſe, Reader, are, bond fide, the 


only Liberties that have been taken with 


the original Manuſcripts, throughout 
theſe Sheets, 


by your moſt obedient Servant, 


THE EDITOR. 
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tent, as he ſays he has Poems enough of 
that Gentleman's, in his Poſſeſſion, to 
make a ſeparate Publication of, by them- 
ſelves, ſome other Time. 


I have had another Diſappointment, 
too, upon this Occaſion , for I meant to 
have publiſhed the whole of this Corre- 
ſpondence, on both ſides, by inſerting | 
the Letters of my Friend, in due Order 
and Courſe, and for which, I had obtained 
his Permiſſion ; but upon. applying to 
the Executor of the Deceaſed, who was 
his Nephew, and bred an Attorney, we 
had the Mortification to find that he had 
thrown all his. Uncle's Papers into the 
Fire, reſerving only the Parchments. - 


I had a Purpoſe, when I fat down to 


this Addreſs, to have ſaid ſomething, in 
recom- 


1 
Recommendation of this Species of per- 
Poſt, Writing: but happening, luckily. for 
the Reader, to recolle& a Paſſage, in theſe 
Volumes, where the Author has expreſſed 
himſelf ſo much better on the Subject, 
than I could pretend to do, I ſhall wave 
that Topic, here, and refer him to Let- 
ter Xxxii. in the following Collection. 


I have added the Denomination of the 
Friends, to the Title of theſe Writings, as 
there is a very remarkable Strain of that 
antient, maſt noble, but now obſolete, 
Character, to be met with, throughout 
the Letters; which muſt endear che Par- 
ties to us more ſtrongly, than all the. 
Merits of their Wit, or other Virtues. 


I have uſed the Privilege of leaving 
out ſome Paſſages; and ſeveral intire 
Epiſtles, 
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commence Maſters of Arts, at once, with- 
out taking our Degrees in the Schools ? 


« Vain now are Books, the * Wiſdom 
vain! 


«K What has the World to bribe our Senſe 


aſtray ? | 
« Ere Reaſon learns by ſtudied 7 to reign, 
« The weakened Paſſions, ſelf-ſubdu'd, obey.” 


Alas! What further Wiſdom can a 
Man attain, who: already knows that he 
is a Creature, -a Mortal, an accountable 


Being. That Virtue and Vice differ, like 
Light and Darkneſs. That as Light is 


enlivened by Colours, and enriched by 
Proſpect, ſo are there Circumſtances which 
may aggravate the Gloom of Darkneſs, 
« making Night hideous ? | 


All this to know, and knowing to ob- 
ſerve, compleats the' trueſt Wiſdom—at 
6 whoſe 
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whoſe humble Shrine the proudeſt Science 
may become a Suppliant, and grow rich 
by an Exchange | 


The Book of Learning is compoſed of 
many Volumes, but theBook of Wiſdom 
confiſts but of two Pages, which I ſhall 
allude to in a Line of Pope's ;-- ;, 


« Wait the great Teacher Death, and God 
adore,” ? a+: 
Adieu. 


LETTER CXV. 


THAT you for upon the Subject of 
my late Letters, is perfectly in 
your own Character---religious, - rational, 


and philoſophic---but then thoſe Paſlages 
which 


* 
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which gave you Occaſion for ſuch Re- 
flections, flow as naturally from the Situa- 
tion of my preſent Circumſtances ; diſap- 
pointed, diſguſted, wretched, and valetu- 
dinary 2 3 $ Ss 
This Lacknowledge was not the original 
Complexion of my Mind. Far, indeed, 
very far from it! Let us ſuppoſe a Man 
ſo peculiarly bleſt by Providence, as to 
receive ſome good News, every Morning 
of his Life ; and be preſented with ſome 
Gift, or Favour of F ortune, before the 
Day was cloſed. What muſt then have 
been his Happineſs ! Such a Man once was 
I---my Health, my Spirits, my ſanguine 
Hopes, and chearful Reflections, produced 
the ſame Effect. 


Bleſt 
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Bieſt Madman ! who can every Hour employ, 
In ſomething new to wiſh, or to enjoy. 
This Romance has long ſince flown |! 
Gone with the Years beyond the Flood.“ 
But I remember the Bleſſing ſtill, with 
Gratitude, and I acquieſce now in the De- 
privation of it, without repining---I can no 
more---Virtue nor Regliion requirę b 
what is poſſible, Why will my 3 
be more ſevere ? 


The Inſtances you mention, I may 
perhaps admit to be more unfortunate, 
than mine; but unleſs you can alſo prove 
the Sufferers to feel leſs unhappy, too, 
your Examples are but vain. 


If ſuch a one will ſmile, and ſtroke his Beard, 
Cry Sorrow, wag ! and hem, when he ſhould 
' groan ; 
Patch Grief with Proverbs,* &c. 
® Leonate, in Much ado abut nothing. 


Beſides, 


22 £ _— — — - wie. 9 * o * . * 
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| ken Heart was capable of ſubſiſting. 


= 
She fell a Victim to an unequal Match, 
impoſed on her by her—Fees—, and: a 
Martyr to the Duty ſhe awed to her own 
Perſon and Character, only ; every other 
Obligation in her moſt wretched State, be- 
ing cancelled long; and the unhappy 


There happens to be no Mention 0 
of her Death, or of the Circumſtances of. 
it, (which were particular in theſe Let- 
ters, as it was ſudden and unexpected, 
and that the Author flew off to his Friend, 
immediately on that Event, and remained 
with him, for near a Twelvemonth ; till 
a reduced State of Health, a total Inca- 
pacity for Society, and the Exigency of 
his domeſtic Concerns, had determined 

 adÞ his 


one printed in this Collection. 


ployed himſelf conſtantly in framing Ele- 


4 
his return home, again. Letter cix, was 
the firſt he wrote, after that Separation; 
and he died, in a few Days after the — 


TX 


1 that Time of hos Devi he em- 


gies on her, till his own Death had made 
the laſt of them; who when the dear 
Subſtance was raviſhed from his Hopes, 
dwelt ſtill with Fondneſs on the Shadow, 
and eked her Life with Fame. | 


Poſt Aurum nbillitaric 


| Theſe Poetical Pieces are extremely 
beautiful and affecting, and I intreated 
the Copy, from my Friend, to add to theſe 
Volumes ; but he refuſed it, for the pre- 
ſent, 


THE. EDITOR 


TO THE RE A D E R. 


HE following Collection of Letters 
” were written, a good while ago, by 
a Gentleman unknown to the learned 
World, not many Years dead, at broken 
and long ſuſpended Intervals ; during a 
Correſpondence which ſubſiſted a conſi- 
derable Time, with a particular and dear 
Friend, and with whom I have the Ho- 
nour to be een COPY 


: a had 6 to have 
been ſnewn many of theſe Manuſcripts, 
Vo. I. A at 


Ny 
at the Times they were received; and 
thought them ſo well worthy of being 
preſented to the Public, that ſoon after 
the Demiſe of the Writer, I ſolicited y 
Friend for permiſſion to introduce them 
into the World ; which after ſome Heſita- 
tion and Reviſion, I have, at length, hap- 
pily obtained, on the Reſtriction of keep- 
ing the Names of both the Cotrelp6hdents 
concealed. | 


_ Theſe Letters contain a goed deal of 
private Hi iſtory, of ſeyeral anonymous 
or mimomened Perſons ; and one Article, 
in particular, relative 10, an unforrunate 
Paſſion of the Deceaſed, which, however, 
is but juſt hinted at, in ſome Places, and 
then dies away again, as the too dear 
Object of ir literally did, ſoetimo after- 
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Beſides, they who would conſole me in 
Affliction, by exaggerating another's Miſe- 
ry, increaſe, rather than diminiſh, my 
Portion. 


On every Tree, in 1 Plain, 
<< I trace the jovial Spring in vain |! 
A fickly Languor veils my Eyes, 
And faſt my waning V igour flies.“ 


Is this a State of Life to ſolicit Employs, 

or be anxious about ow uſeleſs F ortune ? 
Nay, what are all Pomp, Fame, Wealth, 
or Titles, when juſtly eftimated ? For, 
tis not the real Nature of Things, ſo much 
as the Notions we are too generally apt to 
frame about them, that gives them their 
Conſequence, How many Trifles and 
Inſipidities are we obliged to dignify with 
the Names of Pleaſure, and of Science, 
in order to fill up the wide Chaſm, and 
relieve the tedious Irkſomeneſs of Life! 


Non 
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— ii oi Wm: eit, 
Quod vos creditis effe, vita non oft. . 
This, as I ſaid before, has not been 
| always my Way of thinking; for though 
my Philoſophy has ever condemned the 
Vices and Follies of Life, it never con- 
temned the Pleaſures or Emoluments of 
it But my Morld is dead ! and ſince that 
ever. green Loſs, Poſſeſſion itſelf has loſt 


the Power of giving Enjoyment 3 


I muſt leave off. Adieu. Adieu. 


INI Sũ. 


